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?Ggilatiin Assembilg
Tuesday, 18 November 1986

THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett) took the Chair
at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (8): INTRODUJCTION AND FIRST
READING

I . Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Amend-
ment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion without no-
tice by Mr Parker (Minister for Min-
erals and Energy), and read a first
time.

2. Business Franchise (Tobacco) Amend-
ment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion without no-
tice by Mr Brian Burke (Treasurer),
and read a first time.

3. Western Australian Institute of Tech-
nology Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion without no-
tice by Mr Pearce (Minister for Edu-
cation), and read a first time.

4. Workers' Compensation and Assistance
Amendment Bill (No. 2).

5. Waterfront Workers (Compensation for
Asbestos Related Diseases) Bill.

6. Acts Amendment (Workers' Compen-
sat ion and Assistance) Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions without
notice by Mr Peter Dowding
(Minister for Industrial Relations),
and read a first time.

7. Health Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion without no-
tice by Mir Taylor (Minister for
Health), and read a first time.

8. Government Employees (Long Service
Leave) Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion without no-
tice by Mr Peter Dowding (Minister
for Industrial Relations), and read a
first time.

FISHERIES AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR GRILL (Esperance-Dundas- Minister

for Fisheries) [2.26 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill is to amend the Fisheries Act to-

change the provision relating to the
attaching of labels to containers in which
fishermen hold rock lobsters prior to deliv-
ery or consignment for sale;

provide specific penalties for
"1overpotting" offences in the rock lobster
fishery;

enable the making of by-laws in respect of
reserves vested in the Minister for
Fisheries.

Increased interest was shown in the export of
live rock lobsters during the 1985-86 season
and it is proposed that additional holding tanks
be constructed in time for the 1986-87 season
by processors wishing to expand their existing
live export capacity and by other processors
who are proposing to enter the l ive export trade
for the f irst time.

Additionally, it is expected that increased use
will be made of seawater tanks by both
fishermen and processors to facilitate short-
term holding requirements before the rock lob-
sters are transported to a licensed processing
establishment for either packaging for live ex-
port or other forms of processing.

One commerical fisherman has constructed a
private holding facility at Little Freshwater
anchorage. This enables him to accumulate
rock lobsters before transporting them to Perth
for sale, where he has been able to achieve up
to $8 per kilo above the usual Little Freshwater
anchorage beach price. No doubt other fisher-
men will be watching this development with
considerable interest.

Historically, fishermen have had the oppor-
tunity to hold rock lobsters in containers in
seawater. All currently do so on a day-to-day
basis at the Houtman Abroihos, and in past
years it was also common practice at coastal
anchorages when daily transport was not avail-
able. Past practice has been to hold rock lob-
sters in floating crates moored in anchorages
with the rock lobsters being taken from the
crates and bagged prior to transport. Many
boats have facilities to hold rock lobsters on
board for extended periods in circulating
seawater holding tanks.
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There is no doubt that proliferation of hold-
ing facilities along the coast will raise serious
inspection problems. It is unlikely that the
Fisheries Department could successfully op-
pose their use without strong industry support,
particularly if the use of such facilities can sig-
nificantly add to the value of the product.

The requirements of the Fisheries Act are
complied with provided that-

the total weight of any receptacle does
not exceed 45 kilograms-regulation
1 9A;
each receptacle is labelled in accord-
ance with section 248 of the Fisheries
Act;
the rock lobsters are at all times
retained in a container so that the
fisherman responsible for consigning
them for sale may be identified for the
purpose of any prosecution, up to the
point of delivery to a licensed
processing establishment.

Section 24B of the Fisheries Act requires a per-
son-that is, the fisherman-to attach or cause
to be attached a label to the container in which
rock lobsters are to be delivered or consigned
for sale. The label must state the name and
address of the fisherman and the fishing boat
number. The problem is that the section re-
quires the fisherman only to attach, or cause to
be attached, the required label. Instances have
arisen where processors have put the rock lob-
ster in containers and attached the labels. This
defeats the intention of the section where there
are undersized or spawning rock lobster, as the
fisherman can deny ownership. In practical
terms it is necessary to identify those persons
responsible for catching and consigning rock
lobster for sale. The person in charge of a rock
lobster fishing boat is obliged to ensure that no
undersized or spawning rock lobsters are
retained.

Section 248, in respect of rock lobsters, is
intended to provide the mechanisms to prove
liability for any consigned rock lobsters, at the
point of inspection by fisheries officers, back to
the person who initially caught, retained, and
consigned them for sale. Thus, the labelling
provisions and the prohibition upon removing,
or similarly interfering with rock lobsters
contained in receptacles during the delivery
procedures are designed to show continuity of
evidence in determining liability back to the
fisherman concerned right up to the 'point
where the rock lobsters are removed from their
containers for processing.

To overcome the problem, section 24B is to
be amended to require that the fisherman re-
sponsible for the rock lobsters, intended for
transport or being consigned for the purpose of
sale, must attach or cause to be attached the
prescribed label to the containers before the
rock lobster are unloaded from the boat.

I refer now to the proposal in relatlion to
overpotting. By way of explanation,
"~overpotting" is the term used in the rock lob-
ster fishery when a fisherman sets more pots
than those to which he is entitled. For example,
a licence may authorise the setting of 100 pots
and in fact 105 pots are set. Overpouing by
fishermen in the rock lobster fishery is
regarded as a serious offence by other
fishermen. The Rock Lobster Industry Advis-
ory Committee has been concerned at the low
levels of penalties for breaches in regard to this
offence.

Additionally I have accepted a strong
recommendation from the Rock Lobster Indus-
try Advisory Committee to introduce a pot re-
duction scheme to reduce fishing pressure in
the rock lobster fishery. The adoption of this
recommendation may lead to an increase in the
incidence of overpotting,

In any event the present penalty of a fine not
exceeding $1 500 for a first offence is not ad-
equate when on average one pot can catch at
least 100 kilograms of rock lobster per season.
Pots have recently attracted a goodwill sale
value of $4 000 each.

The west coast rock lobster fishery is
declared as a limited entry fishery under sec-
lion 32 of the Fisheries Act. Section 32(7) sets
out the penalties applicable for breaches of lim-
ited entry fisheries notices. These are-

for the first offen ce, a fine of not more
than $1 500;

for any subsequent offence, a fine of not
more than $15 000;

in relation to every offence, a further pen-
alty in respect of every kilogram of the fish
or other thing taken calculated at the raze
of 10-riffles the wholesale value at the time
of the offence; and, for a second or sub-
sequent offence, every boat found to have
been used or operated in the commission
of that offence, and all gear and equipment
pertaining to the boat at the time of the
offence, may be ordered to be forfeited to
Her Majesty.
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There is no specific penalty for overpotting.
Substantial penalties for overpotting are there-
fore included in the Bill. They are-

for a first offence a fine not exceeding
$1 500 for each pot used in excess of that
authorised and reduction of the authorised
pot entitlement by the number of excess
pots used;
for a second or subsequent offence a fine
not exceeding $3 000 for each pot used in
excess of that authorised and reduction of
the pot entitlement by the number of ex-
cess pots used.

The penalties will apply to overpotting offences
committed under either the State or Common-
wealth Fisheries Acts. The Rock Lobster Indus-
try Advisory Committee fully supports the
proposed penalties.

The western rock lobster fishery is
recognised as Australia's most valuable single
species fishery. Action taken now will help to
ensure that it remains a valuable industry to
Western Australia.

The final matter contained in the Bill relates
to the making of by-laws in respect of reserves
vested in the Minister for Fisheries.

One Class "A" reserve presently vested in
the Minister, is the Houtman Abroihos. The
reserve by Order in Council was vested in 1967
in the Minister for Fisheries and Fauna for the
purpose of "conserirauion of flora and fauna,
tourism and for purposes associated with the
fishing industry".

In 1985 the wild life function of the then
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife was
transferred to the new Department of Conser-
vation and Land Management and the situ-
ation in respect of the vesting was not
immediately clear. Following consideration of
the vesting it was decided that taking into ac-
count the importance of the fishing industry,
particularly the rock lobster sector, the original
Order in Council be revoked and a new order
vesting the reserve in the Minister for Fisheries
be issued. This action was taken in 1985. The
purposes for which the reserve was vested in
the Minister have not changed; that is, conser-
vation of flora and fauna, tourism and for pur-
poses associated with the fishing industry.

The matter of management of the Abrolhos
has been the subject of ongoing discussions for
several years and the decision to vest the re-
serve in the Minister for Fisheries was the first
step towards the ultimate aim of developing
management proposals for the islands. Man-
agement of the islands has been by way of ad-

ministrative actions by the Fisheries Depart-
went which, when it was also responsible for
wildlife matters, worked quite satisfactorily. To
enable the management to continue, an
interdepartmental management committee
comprising officers from the Departments of
Conservation and Land Management, Regional
Development, Mines, and Fisheries was estab-
lished.

In response to the requirements and con-
cerns of the broader community interests in the
Abroihos, the Government in January this year
agreed to the formation of the Abrolhos Islands
Consultative Committee, membership of the
committee being drawn from nthe following or-
ganisations-

Geraldton Mid-West Regional Develop-
ment Advisory Committee;

Geraldton Professional Fisherman's As-
sociation;

Geraldton Tourist Bureau and Pro-
motion Directorate;

Conservation Council of Western
Australia;

Department of Conservation and Land
Management;

Department of Mines;

Department of Marine and Harbours;

Fisheries Department;

Western Australian Museum;

Department of Sport and Recreation.

The committee's terms of reference are-

to provide advice to the Minister for
Fisheries and the Minister for Conser-
vation and Land Management on the de-
velopment of draft management plans for
the Houtman Abrolhos and associated
State waters;

to provide advice to the Minister for
Fisheries and the Minister for' Conser-
vation and Land Management on matters
relating to the Abroihos referred to it by
those Ministers;

to provide advice to ihe Abrolbos Islands
Management Committee on matters re-
ferred to it by the chairman of that Comn-
mittee.

However, this committee is an advisory body
to the Minister for Fisheries and the Minister
for Conservation and Land Management and
has no statutory powers.
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As stated earlier in my speech, control has
been exercised administratively by the
Fisheries Department but without statutory
backing. In order to ensure control and man-
agement of the islands it is essential that there
be power to make by-laws. Several alternatives
as to how by-laws could be made without
amending the Fisheries Act were considered.
These alternatives were-

vesting the reserve in the National Parks
and Nature Conservation Authority;
appointment of a board under the Parks
and Reserves Act;
joint vesting in the Minister for Fisheries
and the local authority.

All these alternatives were given careful con-
sideration and in the final analysis it was de-cided that the best course of action was to vest
the reserve in the Minister for Fisheries and
amend the Fisheries Act to enable by-laws to be
made under that Act. This decision was made
as the alternatives would have required either
joint vesting or appointment of a board respon-
sible to the Minister for Lands.

Essentially, the matters for which by-laws
may be made follow those contained in the
Parks and Reserves Act with modifications and
additions to those aspects which relate more
specifically to the use of the Abrolhos by mem-
bers of the fishing community.

In effect this Bill will give statutory authority
to the administrative controls which have been
in place for many years. It includes power to
make by-laws in respect of-

use and manner of use of land and facili-
ties;
protection of flora and fauna;
right of entry, removal, and use of vehicles,
aircraft, and boats;
right of entry of persons and their conduct;
construction, use of, and removal of build-
ings;
removal and disposal of rubbish and litter,
charges for services and entry;
the use of firearms; and
"on the spot fines" for breaches of the by-
laws;

and it has similar powers to those under the
Parks and Reserves Act.

The ecology of the Abrolhos is unique and
introduction of by-laws is one step towards
preserving the environment and striking a bal-

ance between competing interests of the fishing
industry, conservation and tourism.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Crane.

MINING AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR PARKER (Fremantle-Minister for
Minerals and Energy) [2.41 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Bill proposes various amendments includ-
ing consequential amendments to both the
Mining Act 1978 and the Mining Amendment
Act 1985 that rectify minor errors and update
references to other Acts of Parliament where
appropriate.

The amendments incorporate a policy in-
itiative whereby the Government undertook to
amend the Mining Act 1978 so as to prevent
mining in national parks and "A"-class nature
reserves unless approval of Parliament is first
obtained. Currently the Act allows exploraton
to be carried out on naional parks and "A"-
class reserves in the South-West Land Division
and the Shires of Esperance and Ravensthorpe
with the consent of the Minister for Minerals
and Energy and the Minister responsible for
the reserve. However, a mining lease or general
purpose lease may be granted only with the
consent of both Houses of Parliament.

It is intended that this protection be ex-
tended to all national parks and "A"-class
nature reserves throughout the State. In this
way the mineral potential can be established to
enable Parliament to consider whether or not
development should take place, and if so under
what terms and conditions.

Reference has also been included that
national parks and nature reserves have the
same meaning as presently defined under the
Conservation and Land Management Act
1984. The proposed amendments extend the
definition of "Crown Land" so that it will ap-
ply to any Crown land leased for the use and
benefit of Aboriginal inhabitants. Under the
existing provisions of the Mining Act, areas of
Crown land leased for other than grazing, pas-
toral, or timber purposes are dealt with under
the private land provisions of the Act. Under
these provisions, the prior consent of the land-
holder is required before a tenement can be
granted.

There are a number of cases where Aborigi-
nal communities have a requirement for tenure
over small areas for residential purposes but
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require larger areas around the living areas
where either pastoral or grazing leases are not
appropriate. This amendment will enable these
larger areas to be leased to the community
while preserving the existing rights of access for
exploration and mining. These leases will be
treated in the same way as existing pastoral
leases, and compensation for damage to im-
provements or loss of income as a result of
mining activity will also apply to such leases
under the provisions currently contained in the
Mining Act for "Crown Land".

Other amendments proposed relate to the in-
cidence of illegal mining operations on both
Crown lands and mining tenements, which
have increased significantly throughout West-
ern Australia. To combat this, specific powers
have been incorporated into the Bill for police
or authorised personnel to enforce the cess-
ation of suspected illegal mining activities.

Penalties have also been provided for any
breach, and in addition the court may order the
rehabilitation of the land with the cost being
borne by the offender.

Additional operational amendments have
been incorporated into the Bill which provide
for-

the past practice of the registration of deal-
ings, in particular the surrender of mining
tenements, being effective from the date of
lodgement to be confirmed;
the validation of granted mining ten-
ements and undetermined applications af-
fected by this practice, otherwise these ten-
ements may be void as at the time of appli-
cation the land may not have been open
for mining as required;
the period for which forfeiture proceedings
may be initiated in respect of expenditure
obligations on exploration licences and
leases be extended to other tenements;
a specific provision to allow for the pro-
duction and inspection of records relating
to the verification of royalties and to in-
elude offences and penalties for persons
failing to supply the information required
to enable assessment of royalties;
an anomaly to be rectified in the second
schedule of the Mining Act to allow
holders of mineral claims granted after I
January 1982-the commencement of the
Mining Act 1978-the same transition
rights as those claim holders whose titles
were granted before that date.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
MacKin non (Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition).

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN SPORTS
CENTRE TRUST BILL

Second Reading

MR WILSON (Nollamara-Minister for
Sport and Recreation) (2.46 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this Bill is to estabish a trust to
manage the $22 million Western Australian
Sports Centre being constructid at McGillivray
oval, and any other State Government sports
facilities that from time to time it may be
required to manage. Western Australia has a
proud tradition of sporting achievement, and
the Government has a legitimate role in pro-
viding or assisting to provide a wide range of
facilities that will encourage mass participation
and the achievement of excellence in sport.

The Western Australian Sports Centre is a
world standard complex which will enable the
conduct of major events as well as provide for
high-level training, sports education, sports
medicine, and accommodation for the Western
Australian Institute of Sport, the Sports Feder-
ation, and a sports museum. It has received
strong support from many State sporting as-
sociations.

The board of management of the trust will
comprise nine persons, with experience and ex-
pertise in sports administration and commer-
cial and Government management. It will be
subject to the direction of the Minister.

During the feasibility study stage of the WA
Sports Centre, considerable consultation took
place with the various State sporting associ-
ations. The legislation provides for the estab-
lishment of committees which will enable this
process of consultation with the sports using
the centre to be ongoing.

It is important that the facilities under the
control of the trust operate in a financially ef-
ficient manner. Accordingly, the legislation
provides reasonable scope for revenue-raising.
through maximising the use of the facilities
which may be used for sporting, recreational,
cultural, or public entertainment purposes. lI
addition, power to licence food or other supply
outlets is provided.

The trust will be a body corporate with the
normal rights and privileges.
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An account to be known as the Western
Australian Sports Centre tmust account will be
established at the Treasury, and all financial
transactions will be required to pass through
this account.

The trust will be subject to the provisions of
the Financial Administration and Audit Act
1985.

Staff may be employed directly by the trust
or seconded from the Public Service. They will
enjoy the benefits of the Superannuation and
Family Benefits Act 1938.

Finally, provision is made for review of the
effectiveness of this Act and the function of the
trust after five years of its operation.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

MacKinnon (Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition).

BOXING CONTROL BILL

Second Reading
MR WILSON (Nollamara-Minister for

Sport and Recreation) [2.50 p.m.I: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this Bill is to establish the
Western Australian Boxing Commission to
provide the framework within which pro-
fessional boxing can operate in this State.

The Bill is a direct outcome of the
recommendations contained in the report pre-
pared by the professional boxing working party
which the Government established in March
1984 to examine professional box 'ing in West-
em Australia and to make recommendations
on the future development of the sport in this
State.

The working party was chaired by Hon.
Graham Edwards MLC and its members
comprised Hon. Bill Grayden MLA, Mr Barry
Britton, Mr Denis Heaney, Mr Ian
Wedgewood, and Mr George Ellis, who
represented the amateur referees and judges as-
sociation, Dr Ken Maguire from the Sports
Medicine Federation and Superintendent Bill
Fander Linden representing the Commissioner
of Police.

I express my sincere thanks to the members
of the committee for their contribution to the
production of an excellent report and in par-
ticular pay a special tribute to Hon. Graham
Edwards for his enthusiastic commitment to
bringing the report to fruition.

Thanks are due also to Mr Alan Tranter and
Miss Tessie Dafingas from the Department for
Sport and Recreation who provided the sec-
retariat support.

The working party consulted widely with the
boxing industry and received unanimous sup-
port at the public meeting convened to discuss
the report's recommendations.

There is no doubt that an independent
controlling body is required to ensure that pro-
fessional boxing occurs in an environment
which provides all participants in the industry
with protection from unscrupulous behaviour.

This Bill brings Western Australia into line
with the other States of Australia where pro-
fessional boxing is popular. Victonia and New
South Wales have legislation and controlling
bodies.

I will deal now with specific aspects of the
Bill.

The definitions in the Bill delineate clearly
the persons and agencies incorporated in it.
The Bill will create the. Western Australian
Boxing Commission which will be charged with
the responsibility of not only carrying out the
functions of the Act, but also developing
guidelines for proper standards in boxing, ad-
vising the Minister on boxing matters and
establishing standards for the training of per-
sons involved in boxing.

The independence of the WABC is essential
and has been ensured through the Bill.

Part III of the Bill ensures that all persons
wishing to engage in boxing contests be
registered. Each boxer will be required to attest
to the boxer's medical condition which must
include a medical history at the time of appli-
cation and at the time of subsequent renewals.
The intent of this section is to ensure that
boxers are prepared for contests well before the
event, that they maintain themselves at appro-
priate boxing fitness levels, and that they box
in their professional class or classes.

Pant IV of the Bill provides for the regis-
tration of all participants in the industry
whether they be Promoters, managers, trainers,
referees, judges, seconds, or any other category
determined by the WABC. This should ensure
that all persons who wish to participate in box-
ing are properly trained and retain a high level
of performance in their particular area.

Part V of the Bill allows for persons to appeal
against decisions of the WABC or the Minister
to the Local Court.
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A great deal of concern exists about the
physical safety of boxers. The Government
shares this concern and believes that pan VI of
the Bill which requires medical record books to
be kept will reduce the risk of physical injury.
The medical record books will ensure that
boxers are thoroughly and regularly medically
assessed.

Pant VII of the Bill prescribes the conditions
under which each boxing contest will be con-
ducted. A permit will be required for each con-
test or contests held on the one occasion. This
will ensure that both Promoters and boxers
fulfil their contracts, that qualified officials are
in attendance, and that any other condition, as
laid down by the WABC, is carried out. Sham
bouts will be penalised also under this section.

Additionally, the methods of conducting
weigh-ins and pre-bout medical examinations
are established and the duties of promoters and
medical practitioners are stipulated. These pro-
cedures again add to the protection of the
boxers, which is a fundamental concern of the
Government and the overall majority of those
involved in professional boxing.

Part IX of the Bill contains miscellaneous
requirements., Under these requirements, cer-
tain venues may be excluded from boxing con-
tests and persons registered in other States Or
overseas may be exempted from the Bill.

When this Bill is proclaimed, professional
boxing will have the best possible environment
in which to conduct its activities.

The Government is committed to the Bill
which will enhance Western Australia's repu-
tation as a State in which boxing events of
Australian, Commonwealth, or world title
levels can be staged without fear of any inter-
ference from sectional interests. Of equal, or
even greater, importance is the fact that the Bill
provides protection for all those involved in
professional boxing be they promoters, boxers,
or other industry participants.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Grayden.

POLLUTION OF WATERS BY OIL AND
NOXIOUS SUBSTANCES BILL

Secd~nd Reading
MR TROY (Mundaring-Minister

Transport) 12.56 p.m.]: I move-
for

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Bill is one of two designed to prevent pol-
lution of the waters of the State and the terri-
torial sea of the State by discharges of oil from
ships and places on land and from discharges of
noxious liquid substances from ships.

The Bill gives effect in Western Australia to
the International Convention, for the Preven-
tion of Pollution from Ships 1973, the protocol
of 1978 relating to the International Conven-
tion for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships
1973, and amendments to the annex to that
protocol.

Australia is a signatory to that convention
and the protocol which are now in force
internationally and Commonwealth Legis-
lation-The Protection of the Sea (Prevention
of Pollution from Ships) Act-has already been
passed by the Federal Parliament. That Act
gives effect to the convention and protocol in
all Australian waters but contains a savings
clause allowing State legislation to apply the
convention in waters under State jurisdiction.

The 1973 convention, commonly referred to
as Marpol, includes five annexes, two of which,
those dealing with pollution of the sea by oil
and noxious liquid substances, are mandatory
and will be given effect by the Bill. The three
non-mandatory annexes, dealing with marine
pollution by noxious substances in packaged
form, sewage and garbage, have not yet been
adopted by Australia although the Common-
wealth has indicated its intention to do so;
They are not provided for in the Bill.

The Marpol convention replaces the 1954 In-
ternational Convention of Marine Pollution, to
which Australia was a party, and which was
given effect in Western Australia by the Pre-
vention of Pollution of Waters by Oil Act,
1960. That Act is repealed by the Bill.

In giving effect to the Marpol convention
and protocol the Bill strengthens the means of
preventing marine pollution provided by the
1954 convention under the 1960 Act. Like the
1960 Act, the Bill generally prohibits dis-
charges of oil from ships and places on land
into the waters of the State. By permitting the
controlled and monitored discharge of mix-
tures containing a very small proportion of oil
from ships and discharges from ships fitted
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with special filtering equipment when ships are
en route, it allows ships to dispose of small
amounts of oil residue at sea under conditions
which have been internationally recognised as
harmless. That discourages the illegal discharge
of that oil in an unmixed state.

Like the 1960 Act, the Bill prohibits the dis-
charge of oil from places on land and from
installations and apparatus used for the
transfer of oil between ship and shore.

The Bill also extends the controls on dis-
charges of oil to discharges of other noxious
liquid substances carried in ships. The sched-
ules to the Bill, which include the text of the
convention and protocol, contain a list of all
those noxious substances, including chemicals
and other noxious liquids carried aboard ships
as cargo.

The Bill requires ships to carry record books
providing details of all oil and noxious liquids
carried and handled, and provides powers for
port officials and inspectors to board vessels to
inspect those records and take samples of oil
and cargo.

Provision is made, as it is under the current
legislation, for harbour authorities and others
to recover expenses incurred in preventing and
combating pollution from ships and places on
land and for the serving of summonses on pol-
luters. The penalties for unauthorised dis-
charges are increased to in some cases double
those presently in force so that the maximum
penalty for an unauthorised discharge by a
body corporate will be $ 100 000.

The Bill ensures that Western Australia will
be able to prevent and control pollution by oil
and noxious substances from all ships in its
ports and waters in accordance with
internationally approved standards. Controls
over oil discharges will be tightened and the
threat posed by potential discharges of other
noxious liquids will be countered by extending
similar controls into that area.

The Bill is based on a model Bill drafted to
enable all Australian States to give effect to the
convention-

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Laurance.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MARINE
AMENDMENT BILL

ISecond Reading
MR TROY (Mundaring-Minister

Transport) (3.00 p.m.): I move-
for

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Bill is designed to complement the Pol-
lution of Waters by Oil and Noxious
Substances Bill. Thai Bill gives effect in West-
ern Australia to the International Convention
for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships
1973, commonly known as Marpol, and the
1978 protocol to that convention.

The convention requires that certain classes
of ship carrying oil or noxious liquid
substances be constructed according to laid-
down standards or fitted with prescribed equip-
ment to monitor and control discharges. The
Bill provides for Western. Australian ships of
those classes to meet the convention require-
ments and to be issued with certificates accord-
ingly.

The construction and equipping of ships in
Western Australia is governed by the Western
Australian Marine Act 1982. It is therefore ap-
propriate for those convention matters related
to ship construction to be provided for under
that Act.

The Bill provides for periodical surveys and
inspections of ships and powers to make regu-
lations and orders setting out the requirements
of the convention.

The Bill is an important adjunct to the Pol-
lution of Waters by Oil and Noxious
Substances Bill. It ensures that Western
Australian ships carrying oil and noxious liquid
cargoes will meet the same standards of con-
struction and carry the same equipment
designed to control discharges and prevent pol-
lution as foreign ships and those under the con-
trol of the Commonwealth. The Bill is based on
a model Bill drafted to enable all Australian
States to give effect to the international con-
vention.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Laurance.-

AMERICA'S CUP YACHT RACE (SPECIAL
ARRANGEMENTS) AMENDMENT BILL

Assent
Message from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the Bill.
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BILLS (6): MESSAGES
Appropriations

Messages from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriations for the pur-
poses of the following Bills-

I . Western Australian Sports Centre Trust
Bill.

2. Liquor Amendment Bill (No. 2)
3. Western Australian Exim Corporation

Bill.
4. Cement Works (Cockburn Cement

Limited) Agreement Amendment
Bill.

5. Superannuation and Family Benefits
Amendment Bill.

6. Boxing Control Bill.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) BILL

Second Reading.- Budgei Debate
Debate resumed from 21 October.
MR MacKINNON (Murdoch-Deputy

Leader of the Opposition) [3.08 p.m.]: I com-
mence my Budget debate contribution in, for
me, an unusual manner by extending congratu-
lations to the Government for the events for
which it has been responsible in recent times.

The first of those relates to the Government's
desire to set up a sister-State relationship with
a province of the People's Republic of China.
Members may be aware that together with the
Minister for Minerals and Energy and the
member for Perth, the Parliamentary Secretary
of the Cabinet, I was recently fortunate enough
to visit the People's Republic of China as pant
of this step by the Government to establish
such a relationship.

The visit was to the Province of Zhejiang. I
want to indicate to the Parliament and to the
Government the Opposition's support for the
Government's steps in this direction. I was
very pleased, and I am grateful to the Govern-
ment personally, for issuing an invitation to the
Opposition to accompany the Government on
that visit, and also to my colleagues for
selecting me to be our representative.

For those who have not been to China, let me
say that in that Province in particular tremen-
dous opportunities exist for Australia, panticu-
larly in the area of iron ore, with the plans to
develop a major steel mill in Believ Harbour,
where there is a tremendous potential for
manufactured products.

The lesson we learnit, however, from that
visit was that if we are to be successful in
establishing a relationship in China, we need to
(136)

take the long-term view in developing that re-
lationship. The Chinese have a long tradition
of a centrally-planned economy. This has
existed for a very long time. They have a very
bureaucratic structure which takes time to
come to terms with, but given patience and
understanding of their problems-and of our
environment by the Chinese-I am sure a very
productive relationship will be established.

China is obviously set upon a course of
change-change that I hope it will be successful
in achieving. Should the changes succeed, it
will be better not only for the Chinese but also
for the whole of South-East Asia and the Pa-
cific rim region in which we are located. Those
oppontunties are being pursued by the Govern-
ment, and I want to indicate that the Oppo-
sition supports the Government in these en-
deavours.

I also place on record my congratulations to
the Minister for Minerals and Energy for the
manner in which he conducted that visit. He
did a very good job. Members of the Parlia-
ment can be assured that we were well
represented by the Minister in that visit.

The second area in which I wish to extend
congratulations to the Government is in re-
lation to the PacRim. Conference being held in
Perth at the moment. In fact, if I had my
rathers, I would rather be there this afternoon
than here. It is a credit to all involved that that
conference is being held. In particular, I extend
congratulations to the chairman of the organis-
ing committee, Mr Gary Pearce, whom I have
known for a long time. He is a young man of
tremendous ability, and has shown that by the
way in which he has organised the conference.

The conference is focusing attention on the
Pacific-rim region, which is an area of vibrant
economic development and of real interest not
only to Australia and the Pacific-rim countries,
but also to the rest of the world. The calibre of
the speakers at the conference can only be de-
scribed as outstanding, and my only disap-
pointment yesterday was the failure of the Fed-
eral Treasurer to attend, because I was
interested in hearing what he had to say. How-
ever, the speakers who did participate at the
conference yesterday were excellent, especially
the Malaysian Minister of Trade and Industry,
whose lunchtime address was quite outstand-
ing. I am sure that people who attended the
conference yesterday could not have been other
than impressed by the quality of the people
attending the conference. They are of the
highest order, and it augurs well for Western
Australia and Australia that it seems from
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today's newspaper that the secretariat activities
of the Pac Rim Conference will now be centred
in Perth. It is hoped that the conference itself
will be held in Perth every second or third year
as well.

For those members who were not so fortu-
nate as some members and I, who attended the
opening ceremony, I am sure they would like to
know that it was a tremendously well-organised
function focusing on the youth of our State,
who did an outstanding job. I repeat my con-
gratulations to all involved with the organis-
ation of the PacRim Conference, especially Mr
Gary Pearce and those people who worked so
hard with him.

Yesterday three or four people said to me,
"This is a great idea and is exactly the sort of
thing in which the Western Australian Devel-
opment Corporation should be involved." I
agree with that. The WADC should be a
facilitator, not a participator, as we have con-
tinually said.

I will now address the balance of my remarks
to the question of the accountability of
Government. Governments have a responsi-
bility at all times to make available to the pub-
lic, the Opposition, and the Parliament suf-
ficient infornatinn to allow proper judgments
to be made on the performance of Govern-
ment. Subsequently, given that that infor-
mation is. made available, Governments must
then bc held accountable for their actions.

The Treasurer referred to this principle when
he introduced to the Parliament the Western
Australian Exim Corporation Bill, claiming
that that Bill would enable that to occur in the
instance of the Exim Corporation itself. Time
will tell whether that is the case. My concern is
that in the case of this Government there is an
increasing tendency for it to avoid the issue of
accountability, and to refuse to provide rel-
evant and appropriate information to enable
assessments to be made of its activities. I pro-
pose to give three examples of where that has
occurred in recent times. These examples may
not by themselves seem important, but when
one assesses the totality of the information be-
ing withheld, together with comments I will
make later, members will understand the imi-
portance of what I am about to say.

The first example has occurred not only in
recent times but also stretches back over quite
some time. it is a matter that has been pursued
by me and particularly by the member for Dale,
and concerns Government advisers. Since its
election the Government has made a practice

of employing friends, relations, and colleagues
from within the Labor Party and the Labor
movement in general. Some of those people are
now members of this Parliament. In recent
times, during almost the total period this
Government has been in office, it has refused
to provide information that gives any indi-
cation as to the number of those advisers, their
cost to the taxpayer, and who they are. I do not
believe that is reasonable.

I do not criticise the Government for want-
ing to pursue the course of action of employing
advisers, because that is the choice it has made.
I would not take that course of action if in
Government, and we have indicated that pre-
viously. However, if the Government does take
that course of action it has a responsibility to
come clean and indicate to the people of West-
ern Australia and the Parliament exactly who is
involved, to what extent they are involved, and
the cost to the taxpayer of that largesse of
Government.

I do not think it is reasonable for the
Treasurer to hide behind the cloak of the ex-
cuse that he wants to protect those people from
undue criticism-people such as Philip
Vincent, for example, who was a Labor candi-
date at the last election. That is not reasonable.
The Government has chosen that course of ac-
tion and should be accountable for that action.
If it is not proud of that action and is running
away from it, it must say so; but I do not be-
lieve that is the case. I believe the Government
supports its involvement in this area and I can-
not understand why it refuses to provide us
with the information we have requested.

The second example relates again to a small
matter, but one which is important in the over-
all conduct of the Government. It relates to
informat ion regarding the preparation of WA
Government Notes. Members may be aware
that I have been pursuing the matter of the
costs involved in the preparation of that publi-
cation and the numbers of subscriptions
received, because when the Government
launched the publication it said it would charge
people for the cost of subscribing to the notes,
its distribution costs, and so on. An answer to
the last question I posed on this matter again
failed to provide any information. That ques-
tion was dated 7 October and was addressed to
the Premier. His answer referred me to a series
of questions the Opposition has asked pre-
viously on this issue, dating back to August
1984. None of the answers to which I was re-
fered in relation to my last question gave me
an answer to the question I had asked.
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What has the Government to hide? Is it that
this publication is not being subscribed to by
anybody? The only information I have been
able to glean over the years is that 368 people
subscribed to it, but that was well back in 1985.
How many subscribe now? What is the cost of
the publication, and how many people receive
copies of it? What is the need for secrecy about
that? I do not believe there should be any secret
about those costs or that information. It would
merely enable the Opposition, the Parliament,
and the public to find out exactly what is
involved so they can make a judgment as to
whether the Government is taking the right
course of action in distributing those notes.

The third area in relation to which the
Government has refused to provide infor-
mation is that of the Government Garage.

I asked a series of questions of the Treasurer
about the costs and the number of cars
involved in the Government Garage since this
Government Came to power. The information
provided referred me to the Government's ac-
count-the Budget papers-which showed that
costs had increased quite significantly. In fact,
in 1983 the cost was $571 000, and this year it

,will be $808 000. That does not include the
cost of the Premier's ministerial services officer
and I understand one other person.

I have addressed this question a few times to
the Treasurer: How many motor vehicles are
currently attached to the Government Garage?
Rob Bennett wrote an article which appeared
in the Sunday Times recently about the
Government cars and the Treasurer's com-
ments were to the effect that the Government is
keeping a good eye on what is happening so
that there will be no waste in that area. The
Treasurer has refused to give me an indication
of how many cars are within the area that
comes under his direct control-the Govern-
ment Garage. How many cars were there in
July 1983, and how many are there today?
They are simple questions and I cannot see why
there should be any secret about them. Why
should we not be able to receive that infor-
mation? What has the Treasurer to hide?

The costs of Government advisers, the WA
Government Notes, and the Government cars,
are not by themselves, matters of great mo-
ment. Perhaps there might be some minor em-
barrassment to the Government in providing
the answers but the principle remains the same.
if the Government is to take action of this type,
if it makes decisions in any area, it must be, or
should be, held accountable for its actions. It
should have the guts and honesty to come for-

ward, to come clean, and provide that infor-
mation. If the Government does not do that,
we must assume that the Government has
something to hide in each individual case.

Of course, these are not isolated examples. I
could have drawn attention to action taken by
other Ministers-for example, the Minister for
Minerals and Energy and the Deputy
Premier-who seem to follow the Jead of the
Treasurer in wanting to hide this information
from the Opposition and the public.

That leads me to the central part of my com-
ments today about the accountability question.
I believe the Government and the Western
Australian Development Corporation are fail-
ing in their responsibility to be properly ac-
countable for their actions. Whatever the
opinions of individuals of the WADC, the cor-
poration should publish sufficient information
to enable it to be accountable for its actions
and for a proper judgment to be made of its
activities.

To support my argument I do not have to go
any further than the annual report of the cor-
poration itself and the words of John Horgan,
the chairman, in his review. He had this to
say-

The business community know that the
ultimate success of their enterprise is
judged on how efficiently they manage
their assets.
Why not Government also? "Return on
assets managed" is a universal yardstick
that WADC is assisting the Government to
apply to the management of state assets.

Nobody could take issue with that comment. I
agree with it totally, but I suggest that the
WADC practice what it preaches. It should en-

'sure that we can make a judgment on its ef-
ficiency in managing its assets on our behalf.
After all, we are the shareholders of the
WADC. If members examine the published in-
formation of the corporation to try to make
that judgment, as I did, they will find that it is
not possible. I examined the interim report of
the corporation for the six months to 31
December 1985. That report was released, very
appropriately, four weeks prior to the election.
I examined the profit release and the chair-
man's review published in late July or early
August. 1 have examined also the annual report
from which I have just quoted.

The information provided in all those docu-
ments is sometimes misleading, it is confusing,
but by no stretch of the imagination can it be
said that sufficient detail has been made avail-
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able to enable us to make a proper judgment of
the corporation's activities.

I have not raised this matter lightly, nor have
I raised it without approaching the corporation
to indicate my concern. In fact I wrote to the
managing director, David MacKinlay, on 4
August, expressing my concern about the fail-
ure of the corporation to properly account for
its actions, and I will detail to the Parliament in
a moment the areas of my concern. I said at the
conclusion of that letter-

In conclusion I repeat again the Oppo-
sition's view that the Corporation must
not only be accountable but must be seen
to be accountable for their activities to
their owners, the people of Western
Australia and with all due respect, as can
be seen from the questions posed above
the information published by the Corpor-
ation to date clearly does not enable that
statement to be made with any degree of
accuracy.

To give David MacKinlay and the directors of
the corporation their due, subsequently they
contacted me and the member for Nedlands
and I met with some of the directors and David
MacKinlay on 23 September. We discussed thewhole question of the accountability of the cor-
poration, and not specifically the questions I
posed in my letter about accountability and the
need to provide more detailed information.
Following that I wrote to the managing director
on 14 October further indicating my concern. I
am disappointed to say that I have not yet
received a written response to my letters of 4
August and 14 October.

Sn no-one should suggest that I have not ap-
proached those people who are responsible, or
that I have maligned them unfairly. I took the
opportunity to approach the corporation di-
rectly. We discussed the matter, I believe, quite
reasonably and responsibly, but my opinion is
still that the corporation is not accounting
properly for its actions. I do not believe the
information published to date is sufficient to
allow any rational assessment of the corpor-
ation's activities, and it certainly does not al-
low the corporation or the Government to indi-
cate to the public, or to anybody else, that its
activities have been successful. It may be that
the corporation has been successful, but from
the information published, by no stretch of the
imagination could anybody make such a claim.
It would not stand up to close examination.

I indicate now the areas where I believe some
explanation of the accounts is needed. In my
letter of 4 August, I indicated to Mr MacKinlay
a question I wished to raise about the half-
yearly report and the published information
about the Perth Technical College site, the sale
of which has received quite a lot of publicity.
We have heard a great deal about the corpor-
ation's success in achieving a very healthy
profit from the sale of the Perth Technical Col-
lege site. However, on examination of the
published information, that claim must be
placed in doubt. I am certainly confused about
it. In the letter I wrote to David MacKinlay on
4 August, 1 said-

At the time of the hair-yearly report your
Chairman was reported in the West
Australian of January 18 as indicating
"that more than a third of the profit came
from the college transaction under the Cor-
poration's asset-management pro-
gramme."

As you are aware the interim report
published by the Corporation indicated
that the profit for the six months to
December 31 was $26 609 000. However,
following release of the full year results of
the Corporation the West Australian re-
port of July 31 indicated as follows
"However, the asset management pro-
gram me-includ ing the sale of the Perth
Technical College site-had provided be-
tween $4m and $5m towards the $34m."

We would appreciate your advice as to
the reasons for this descrepancy bearing in
mind that one could reasonably assume
that the half-yearly report would have
indicated a profit of approximately $9m
from the asset management programme
while the full year figures indicate a far
lower return to the Corporation.

This does warrant a lot closer examination. So
that I can explain the point, I will outline the
information I gave to Mr MacKinlay. The fol-
lowing is an extract from The West Australian
of 18 Jan uary-

The WADC chairman, Mr John Morgan,
said "that more than a third of the profit
came from the college transaction under
the corporation's asset-management pro-
gramme."

This reference is to the half-yearly report re-
leased on 18 January, indicating a profit of
$26.6 million, more than one-third thereof be-
ing in excess of $9 million. That appears to be
confirmed when we read the annual report,
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which indicates, when referring to the Perth
Technical College site, that it was purchased
from the Government for the private sworn
valuation of $20.5 million and that the site was
sold to a development consortium for $33.5
million. If we take those raw figures we find a
profit in the annual accounts of $13 million,
with perhaps $1 million or $2 million for ex-
penses. That would seem to tie in with the half-
yearly report on 18 January. It does not tie in
with the comments made at the time of the
release of this annual report, dated 31 July,
where Mr Horgan is reported as follows-

He said that the corporation was like a
company listed on the stock exchange and
could not reveal exact divisional profits.

However, the asset management pro-
gramme-incuding the sale of the Perth
Technical College site-had provided be-
tween $4m. and $5m. towards the $34m.

An amount of between $4 million and $5
million is half of what was referred to six
months earlier. This demonstrates what I have
been saying: Nowhere in these annual accounts
is it possible for us to find out why that
descrepancy has occurred. Where has the dif-
ference gone, the $9 million or $10 million
made in the first six months from the Govern-
ment's asset management programme? In the
second six months the profit was only $4
million or $5 million. Was a loss made on
another transaction? Was there a subsequent
loss on the Perth Technical College site? Were
losses incurred elsewhere not brought to ac-
count when the initial account was published in
January? This report is totally misleading be-
cause the $20.5 million and $33.5 million fig-
ures would indicate a profit before expenses in
the order of $13 million. Nowhere are we
provided with that information, something
which I find not good enough.

It is neither reasonable nor proper for the
corporation, or the managing director, Mr
Horgan, to indicate as he has that it is not
possible to reveal exact divisional profits. Mr
Speaker, I can refer you to several companies
in this State whose annual reports reveal div-
isional profits. Bristile Ltd is one such
company and it could not be said to be in a
position of a monopoly or where it does not
have to worry about competition. Almost every
field in which it is involved is highly competi-
tive, yet it is able to indicate to its shareholders
and the public its divisional profits and how it
has performed in round terms. I do not want
the exact detail of every transaction done by
the corporation, but it is reasonable to assume

that if the corporation is able to divisionalise
its activities in its annual report under head-
ings like "Government Property", "State Cash
Surpluses", "WA Events Foundation" and
"Divisional and Agency Roles", we should be
able to get an indication of the contribution of
each division in order to establish whether it is
adding to the corporation's net profit at the end
of the year.

Mr Horgan himself has said, "The business
community know that the ultimate success of
their enterprise is judged on how efficiently
they manage their assets." I agree
wholeheartedly with that comment. The
WADC may well be very efficient, but we are
not to know that. The public of WA are the
shareholders in the WADC and they are
entitled to know these facts. if the corporation
is proud of its record, what has it to hide? Why
does it not come clean and outline its perform-
ance in more detail? It begs the question.

The second area of concern I raised in my
letter of 4 August to David MacKinlay was as
follows-

At the time the half-yearly report of the
Corporation was released it was again
reported (Sunday Times of January 19,
1986) that "The WADC perforimance for
the second half is expected to be as good as
the first, making for a projected annual
profit in excess of $50 million."

As the information for that report came
directly from the Corporation we would
appreciate Your advice as to why in fact
the second half of the year saw such a dra-
matic decline in the returns achieved by
the Corporation when compared to its first
half performance.

Its first-half performance was a profit of almost
$27 million; the second-half performance was a
profit of only about $7 million. That is a pretty
dramatic turnaround in anyone's language. Mr
Speaker, if you or I had been shareholders in a
corporation that had released such a bullish
report in January and then issued a report six
months later indicating this dramatic
turnaround, we would have been entitled to go
to the corporation's annual general meeting
and to ask the directors why they had made
that initial statement and to ask what had led
to there being such a dramatic turnaround in
the second half of the year. Of course, with the
WADC the only person who goes to its annual
general meeting is the Treasurer himself. He
probably has a meeting once a year in his
office, records the minutes and then advises the
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secretary to write them up. We are not entitled
to go to the corporation's ACM. I have asked
the corporation to explain this turnaround, but
no answer has yet been received.

The information I am seeking should 8e pub-
lic information. Why was there such a sign ifi-
cant turnaround in the profit made by the
WADC in the second half of the year? Why the
reason for the secrecy? There may be a reason-
able explanation, but we do not know. As
shareholders of the corporation we are entitled
to know.

The third area of concern I raised in my
letter related to the profit the corporation made
from the activities of the WA Events Foun-
dation, which is referred to in the annual re-
port. The annual report indicated that the
foundation was formed in November 1985
under the management of the WADC with the
objective of maximising the number of major
sporting, cultural and commercial events held
in W.A. which would benefit the tourism
industry trade in this State. The annual report
goes on to indicate that there have been two
achievements, one being the success in gaining
the 1990 world swimming championships for
Perth and the other being the Australian,
Pacific and Oceanic sports assembly seminar,
which was held in October this year.

The WA Events Foundation appears to be an
eminently sensible idea, but has any profit or
loss from its activities been brought to account
within these accounts? What is the cost to the
Government of the WA Events Foundation?
What has been the cost involved in gaining
those two events for this State? Surely we are
entitled to know that information if we are to
be expected to make any sort of reasonable and
rational judgment of the Government's actions.
If the Government and the WADC are to be
held accountable for their activities, we are
entitled to have this information.

The final question I raised in my letter re-
lated to the corporation's equity in the WIB
(Australia) Bank Ltd. Members will recall that
originally the WADC took an equity in this
foreign bank set up in Australia and then
subsequently sold off, I think, half its share. I
asked in my letter whether any of that profit,
and if so how much, was brought to account in
these accounts in determining the corporation's
net profit. I thought that would be a pretty
significant sort of question. I do not think there
is any reason for us not to have the infor-
mation. If the corporation and the Government
believe this to have been a smart transaction,
as it would appear to be on the face of it, why

not make that information public in detail?
Why not indicate the net profit return to the
corporation as a consequence of that
transaction?

There does not seem to be any reason for the
WADC to hide that information. In my
opinion there should be a meeting between the
Treasurer and the WADC to determine where
the WADC has fallen short in providing suf-
ficient information to enable it to be account-
able. That in formation should be then
published to enable a proper assessment of its
activities to be made.

Recently I went on a holiday to Penang and,
with the member for Albany, found it
interesting, when speaking to a recently de-
feated member of Parliament in Penang, to
find that there was a similar set-up in that State
and there were grave concerns about the activi-
ties of that organisation. It was not accountable
to the Government in any direct way. The
Government had great difficulty in obtaining
information about its activities. It had been set
up by the Government free from direction of
the Government, and it had also started to go
along its awn merry way. What existed was a de
facto Government not answerable to the Parlia-
ment but which had the authority and protec-
tion of Governiment. It tended to make many
decisions in isolation just as the WADC makes
many such decisions.

How is the WADC accountable for its ac-
tions? It is not accountable to Parliament be-
cause while the annual report is tabled, there is
no requirement in the Act for it to report to the
Parliament. Is it answerable to the Minister? It
seems not because the Treasurer continues to
come into this place and say that it is not sub-
ject to the direction of the Government or the
Minister.

Who is it accountable to and why does it
refuse to provide sufficient information to en-
able a properjudgrnent to be made of its activi-
ties? As long as the WADC continues to hide
behind a wall of misinformation, questions will
be continually asked about its activities.

An editorial which was written in the Sunday
Times of 3 August stated better than I am able
to the key question in this issue. It states-

On the other matter, it is not good
enough for the WA Development Corpor-
ation to be so reticent about better
explaining its $34.2 million profit for the
year.
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The chairman, Mr John Horgan, uses
the analogy of public companies not
detailing divisional results as a reason for
not doing so.

In the public interest-and there is
plenty of it in this government-initiated
organisation apart from that of WA public
shareholders-there should be a much
broader explanation.

Speculation of the wrong kind (such as
what, if anything, is there to hide?) will
only damage the WADC image and the
concept of open government.

I agree with those sentiments.
In conclusion, I do not believe that it is any

answer for the WADC to say that it is
complying with all the requirements of the
Stock Exchange. Its attitude is, "We have
provided all the information that a normal
public company should provide, so we do not
believe we should give any further infor-
mation." I do not believe that is the case. The
WADC is not just another public company; it
is owned by the people of WA and therefore
has a broader responsibility than any other
public company to provide sufficient infor-
mation for it to be accountable for all its ac-
tions.

I come hack to the central point of my
speech: What has the WADC to hide? If it has
nothing to hide, lei it come clean. It should
provide information to enable all of us to make
a judgment on its activities. If the Opposition
is wrong and if what we have been saying in the
past about various activities of the WADC is
wrong, surely that is the easiest way to shut us
up. It should give us the facts to show us we are
wrong. If we are not wrong and if sufficient
information is not made available, questions
will continue to be asked, not just by the Oppo-
sition, but also by a growing number of people
in the community, including informed sections
of the WA media.

MR COWAN (Merredin-l-eader of the
National Party) 13.46 p-m.]: When the
Treasurer introduced this Budget, he really
introduced a Budget involving two stages. I do
not think anyone would deny that the first
stage was introduced when the Treasurer
returned from the Premiers' Conference and
made it clear to the people of WA that there
would have to be increases in taxes and charges
as a consequence of the negotiations conducted
in Canberra at the Premiers' Conference. On
his return, he made it clear in a statement to
the House that, since 198 1-82, WA had lost

approximately $230 million in its tax-sharing
revenue and that the special stringency
measures that the Commonwealth was apply-
ing this current year would amount to a loss of
$52 million to this State which, in turn, did not
take into account the curb that the Common-
wealth was attempting to apply to borrowings
made by the State.

The Premier claimed that, as a result of the
Premiers' Conference and a reduction in
funding from the Commonwealth, the State
Government saw no option but to increase the
level of taxes and charges in WA. In his
statement to the House on 24 June, he
announced there would be an increase in liquor
licence fees which would yield the State
approximately $13 million in extra revenue, an
increase in payroll tax which would yield
approximately an additional $28.5 million, and
an increase in the fuel franchise levy which
would yield an additional $39 million. I will
come back to those later.

While there are many Statements and de-
cisions made by the Government that we can
criticise, it is only fair to say that the National
Party agrees with many steps taken in that
mini-Budget, or stage one of the 1986-87
Budget. We agree with the Government's
intended cut in borrowings. There is no ques-
tion that, where the State already has a high
level of debt servicing, it is appropriate our-
debt be reduced to manageable levels. I note
that the overall cost of debt servicing this year
is expected to amount to approximately $390
million, well in excess of 10 per cent of total
revenue. It is for that reason that I think it is
most appropriate 10 reduce the State's
borrowings. I commend the Treasurer and the
Government for doing that.

I also commend the Treasurer for being pre-
pared to look closely at Public Service staff
levels and to seek to impose a reduction of
three per cent in those levels. I also commend
him for the decision to close the old
superannuation scheme and to do something
about flexitime.

1 understand that the superannuation scheme
has been closed, but to my knowledge there has
not yet been any move by the Government to
deal with the matter of flexitime. I understand
that it still exists. I am not sure just what
achievement has been made in reduction of
Public Service staff levels, but I have no doubt
that that too will disappear with the effluxion
of time and there will be no real loss in num-
bers in the Public Service.
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Having commented on some of the decisions
made by the Government of which the
National Party approved, I come back to the
decision by the Treasurer to increase some of
the taxes and charges of the State. I am sure
that other members of the House will deal at
great length with, for example, charges for elec-
tricity and water. I will stay away from those
and deal with payroll tax and the State fuel
franchise levy. The National Party has long
held the policy that payroll tax should be
abolished. The method of collection of that tax
does not matter; the National Party would
abolish that tax if it attained the Government
benches.

The total increase in revenue of $28.5
million to the State Government is being
obtained mainly through the increase in the
rate of payroll tax collections. Contrary to
popular opinion, big business cannot afford to
meet the very high cost of payroll tax. If the
business is a large service industry, the impo-
sition of payroll tax forces that industry to pass
that tax on to the consumer or to the customer.
I am sure that that is what institutions such as
the banks would do. The increase in payroll tax
causes those industries that are involved with
exports to lose their competitiveness in world
markets. Although the Treasurer made some
concessions for small businesses-we recognise
that some real concessions were granted to
those small businesses-the overall revenue
gained by the State from payroll tax is to in-
crease by $28.5 million. Big business, which is
to be the major contributor, will be forced to
pass on the cost, if it is a service industry, or, if
it is a primary industry, it will lose its
coinpetiveness in world markets.

The tax that I want to deal with in some
depth is the State fuel franchise levy. I do not
think too many members of this House would
be unaware of my position on that tax. Most
members would be aware that the tax is to be
increased by 2c a litre, resulting in an ad-
ditional $39 million in revenue to the State this
year. It was my understanding from comments
made by the Minister for Transport and the
Treasurer that one of the principal reasons for
increasing the State fuel franchise levy was that
the Commonwealth had reduced road funding
to such a level that there had to be an increase
in taxation at the State level.

From my reading of the Budget papers-I
am quite sure that the Treasurer will correct me
if am wrong, if not now, at some later stage-
the total amount of money received for roads
from the Commonwealth by the Main Roads

Department fell by only $4 million, yet the
increase in the State tax to compensate for that
$4 million is to be something like $40 million.

Mr Brian Burke: I do not think that it was
ever said that the increase was simply to make
up for the reduction in the Commonwealth's
contribution.

Mr COWAN: I cannot prove or disprove
that, and I do not think it is relevant to try do
do so. My understanding was that one of the
reasons for the increase in the State fuel fran-
chise levy was to compensate for the loss in
revenue to the Main Roads Department that
was normally obtained from the Common-
wealth. I just want the House to be aware that
the loss of Commonwealth revenue was
approximately $4 million, yet the increase in
revenue to the State from the fuel levy is
expected to be almost $40 million.

In addition to using the reason of reduced
Commonwealth funding for increasing the
levy, it was also stated that the trust fund into
which the State fuel franchise levy was to be
paid would be expanded and that money was
no longer to be available exclusively for road
works and road construction. Quite clearly that
is the case because-again using the Budget
papers as my information source-although
the State fuel franchise levy is expected to bring
in about $85 million in revenue this financial
year, the Government will pay into the Main
Roads Department this year from the fuel fran-
chise licence fee only $42.5 million for expen-
diture on roads. That is $3.5 million less than
was paid into the Main Roads Department
from the licence fee in the previous year.
Clearly, between $42.5 million and $45 million
is being used for other transport-related pur-
poses. There is no question that people in
Western Australia, particularly rural people,
should object strongly to the increase in the
State fuel franchise levy, based as it is on the
excuse that the Government had to compensate
for a loss in funding from the Commonwealth
because, as I have already said twice, there was
a loss of only $4 million, yet the increase is to
be $40 million. Although the levy raises $85
million in round figures, only $42.5 million
will be expended on road funding.

Country people pay a disproportionate
amount of that tax on an individual basis, and
therefore have good reason to complain. They
have good reason to complain because that
$42.5 million that has not been accounted for
is most likely to be spent on Transperth and
very few country people use Transperth ser-
vices to the extent that they would ever recover
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the proport ion of tax that they pay in State fuel
levies. At the same time that this money is
being appropriated to Transperth, the Minister
for Transport is telling us that he will sell off
Westrail buses because they are too great an
expense to the Government. I suggest to the
Minister for Transport and to the Treasurer
that if they want to divert funds raised by the
State fuel franchise levy away from roads and
into other transport-related services, they
should give reasonable consideration to those
people who live in rural Western Australia. If
they can support Transperth by the use of that
levy, surely they can support the provision of a
country railway-road bus service in rural areas
of Western Australia.

I hope that this decision by the Minister for
Transport to remove or sell off Westrail buses
is something the Government thinks very
seriously about, and perhaps it should look at
an alternative. The alternative I suggest is that
instead of directing the funds to Transperth,
some should be directed to the retention of the
Westrail bus services.

I wish to raise four other issues in the time
available to me. The first deals with the pro-
vision of funding assistance to industries in ru-
ral Western Australia. I refer particularly to
agriculture and small business. I commend the
Government for making available $1.8 million
to the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corpor-
ation. That is an addition of almost $1 million
which I can assure members will go a long way
towards making that corporation a much more
efficient body able to deal with the applications
that come before it in a much better fashion
than it has been able to do in the past.

Last year one of the greatest problems
encountered by farmers who applied to the COr-
poration for assistance was that, even if an ap-
plication was approved, finance often did not
become available until well into the financial
year. Members who have been involved in
farming, as you have been, Madam Acting
Speaker (Dr Lawrence), will know that the
farming year commences on I February and
ends on 31 January. Most farmers are expected
to have their budgets prepared and their
finance available within a month of the begin-
ning of the farming year. Even though that as-
sistance is very gratefully received, it is not
good enough for the corporation to provide it
so late, as happened in most instances this year.

I am very pleased also to see that the level of
funding for the corporation has jumped to $40
million. That is a significant increase. Much as
I would like to have been able to say that

agriculture will not need that type of funding, I
am afraid it will, and it will be very gratefully
received by those involved.

May I sound a warning to those who think
that $40 million will be easy to obtain. If one
examines the Budget papers again, especially
the General Loan and Capital Works Fund and
the Estimates, an item dealing with the Rural
Adjustment and Finance Corporation appears
on page 37. It might be pertinent to point out
that last year the Government set aside $40
million-roughly the same amount as this
year-for expenditure on an interest rate relief
scheme. Not one cent was actually expended on
that scheme, so clearly there is a very serious
problem in reconciling what the Government
promised and what it actually delivered in the
form of financial assistance to primary pro-
ducers.

While primary producers did receive some
assistance from other schemes, small
businesses in rural areas received very little in-
deed. Some were fortunate enough to be the
recipients of drought relief aid from the
Treasury, but in the main very few rural small
businesses were able to gain any financial as-
sistance from the Government.

A report was supposed to be undertaken by
the Minister's department. The Minister for
Small Business advised us at one stage that the
result of the inquiry he had instigated would be
tabled in the Parliament in the last session. It
was not. We have repeatedly asked for that
report to be tabled, but it has still not appeared.
It seems the Government has made a decision
that small businesses in rural areas are having
such a difficult time that they cannot be helped
and the Government has washed its hands
completely of those agricultural service indus-
tries in Western Australia.

That is something rural Western Australia
will remember for a very long time. These
people need financial help. It would not be a
simple task to provide it, but it would not be
beyond the capacity of this Government to pro-
vide that sort of assistance. If it can make a
decision to purchase the Fremantle Gas and
Coke Co Ltd for something like $39 million-
and I am sure chat that was not something
which was budgeted for-then, in all sincerity,
iti should be able to find some degree of finance
to assist small rural businesses in Western
Australia.

There was some hope this year that the Min-
ister for Agrculture would be able to introduce
into this Parliament a Bill to amend the Grain
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Marketing Act. Serious concern is being
expressed by grain producers, particularly bar-
ley and lupin growers, about what is happening
to the permit system within the orderly market-
ing scheme. Perhaps the greatest problem being
encountered is in the sale of lupins under per-
mit, where they are sold to food processors,
who, after processing, then sell them to some
of the more lucrative export mnarkets.

The processors are purchasing lupins under a
permit system, processing the product by
dehulling, and then targeting the best markets
the Western Australian Grain Pool has estab-
lished.

Of course the best possible market is the
EEC. The processors in Western Australia can
move around an Act which was designed to
give exclusive right of export to the Grain Pool-
It is very easy for the processors to pick off the
best possible markets which the Grain Pool has
established, sell the product to those markets at
very high prices, and leave the Grain Pool with
those markets where the profit is not so reason-
able for the selling of grain.

Unless some form of control is established
over the permit sale system, processors will be
able to take away from the Grain Pool its best
markets, and the Grain Pool will be left with
the poorer markets such as Korea, Taiwan, and
Japan. Pool prices will fall and the whole or-
derly marketing system will be undermined.

There are many people-in fact, there may
be some in this Chamber, such as the member
for Moore and the member for Greenough-
who would remember what the situation was
like in the cereal industry when there was no
orderly marketing system and buyers had to
take whatever price was chalked up on the
board at the local receiving point. I do not
think any of those members and any farmer
would like to see a return to that system; cer-
tainly I do not want to see undermined the
orderly marketing system that has been estab-
lished in Western Australia. For that reason, I
express my disappointment with the Minister
for not introducing some amendments to the
Grain Marketing Act to ensure that our orderly
marketing system in this State is not
undermined.

While on the subject of grain, I want to con-
clude on a most topical issue; namely, grain
freight rates. In 1984, representative groups
from the grain industry entered into a contract
with Westrail to transport grain in areas which
were regulated to rail. That contract has been
the subject of a great degree of criticism and

has been changed on at least two occasions be-
cause it was found not to reflect a competitive
freight price.

Last year, it was recognised by the then Min-
ister for Transport, who is now the Minister for
Agriculture, that long haul grain freight rates
were not competitive. He recommended that
$3 million be set aside to restore equity to grain
freight rates in long haul regions. It was most
unfortunate that Cabinet did not accept his
recommendation. Instead, Cabinet proposed
that the $3 million would be expended only if
the Premier's policy secretariat, in conjunction
with the PIA and the PGA, agreed to the
scheme put forward by the Minister for
Transport.

Unfortunately they did not agree and merely
suggested that the $3 million which had been
earmarked for the purpose of restoring equity
to long haul grain growers be spread across the
board, with the result that the money assisted
short haul areas much more than it assisted the
people for whom it was orginally intended. For
that reason, the Government made a second
attempt at restoring some equity to grain
freight rates in long haul areas. This time it got
it partly right and there was a reduction in rates
in those regions, particularly the regions in the
eastern wheatbelt.

This year, the grain freight steering com-
mittee decided that the grain freight rates es-
tablished by Westrail were uncompetitive, and
its members made it very clear that their indus-
tr would not pay Westrail an uncompetitive
rate. So, they announced that they would pay to
Westrail only what they regarded as a competi-
tive rate. I am sure if members read the rural
Press they will see the difference between what
is regarded by Westrail as a competitive rate
and what is regarded by the grain freight
steering committee as a competitive rate.

I refer to two examples: Westrail's advertised
rates from Goomalling to port are $14.23 per
ton ne. The town of Ongerup is the same dis-
tance from Albany as is Goomalling from
Kwinana. Ongerup was subject to a road tender
this year. The successful tenderer has contrac-
ted to transport grain from Ongerup to Albany
for $7.57 a tonne. I ask members to compare
that price with Westrail's rate from Goomalling
to port-the same distance-of $14.23 per
tonne.

Just to further prove my point, I wish to
make a comparison between Pingrup, which is
also a road franchise area, and Nyabing, which
is on rail. The rate from Pingrup to Albany is
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$9.99 per tonne and the rate from Nyabing to
Albany is $12.34 per tonne. Clearly the grain
freight steering committee is correct: If
Westrail is to be truly competitive, it must be
competitive with an alternative system and
that is road. The rates I have used in my
example demonstrate how uncompetitive
Westrail is.

Mr Troy: What is the cost for recovering all
those rates in the two areas you have
nominated?

Mr COWAN: That is always the excuse that
is used. There is no cost recovery on roads, yet
this Government and this Minister were pre-
pared to accept from the Commonwealth a re-
duction of $4 million in road funding and the
Minister's response to that was to increase the
State fuel tax by something like $40 million.
The Minister and his Government are then pre-
pared to give that increased revenue to
Transperth. The Minister should not talk to me
about cost recovery.

Mr Troy: You .want to ignore it.
Mr COWAN: I do not want to ignore it at

all. What I am saying to the Minister is that the
tax imposed on fuel is adequate compensation
for the cost of construction and maintenance of
roads and that the Minister and his Govern-
ment should d o their job and ensure that they.
are able to retain for the people of Western
Australia sufficient Commonwealth funding
for roads. Obviously the Government could
not do that, and, as a result, lost $4 million.

Mr Troy: What about when you were in co-
ation?

Mr COWAN: The Minister is referring to
1977. I do not think he has those figures. I
point out that the Government has lost $4
million from the Commonwealth this year and
its response to that was to increase the State
fuel levy by an expected $39 million. If the
Government believed that more money needed
to be spent on roads it would have used more
of that $40 million on roads; but it did not. On
the contrary, the Government is to allocate
even less of the State fuel franchise levy to
roads this year.

I am well aware that one of the problems
faced by Westrail is that not only does the rev-
enue it generates from freight have to meet the
cost of maintenance and running its rolling
stock, but also it must provide capital costs,
because there are no grant moneys for rail.
That is an indictment not only of this Minister
but also of successive Ministers for Transport.
Clearly, they have not accepted that rail is an

integral pant of our transport system and it de-
serves to receive funding not only from the
State's taxes on fuel but also from the Com-
monwealth.

No Government and no Minister-and I am
not singling out the current Minister for
Transport-has been able to argue that point
and receive those funds. That is what is import-
ant when we talk about cost recovery. It has to
be spelt out very clearly that the revenue
generated for Government-whether it be
Cornmonwealth or State-from fuel is more
than enough to meet the cost of road construc-
lion and maintenance. It is more than enough
to be able to divert an equal amount to our rail
system, but no Government has ever looked at
that problem and done something about it.
Some Governments may have looked at it, but
they have backed off.

That is why the rail freight rates for Nyabing
are $12.34 and the equivalent road freight rate
is $9.99, while in Goomalling the figures are
$14.33 for rail with an equivalent road freight
rate at something like $7.57.

Mr Troy interjected.
Mr COWAN: I have already admitted that

possibility. The fact is that whatever happens
in this particular issue, it is clear to members of
the National Party that if -this Government can
accept that it will screw down the road fran-
chise operators and ask them to pay what they
would regard as a competitive rate, it should
accept the same medicine for Westrail. The
Government may think that it is a fair thing
not to do so, and Westrail may think it is a fair
thing, but under no circumstances do the
people involved in the wheat growing industry
think it is a fair thing. In Southern Cross at the
moment, farmers are finding that one crop in
every four disappears as payment for rail
freights.

Mr Troy: You think it is up to Westrail to
pick that up. You don't think it is a problem of
the rates that were given for the short-haul that
were relevant. You should be able to go to the
grain industry and assess those rates. The grain
industry quite obviously left out the long-haul
people without too much consideration.

Mr COWAN: I point out to the Minister that
1 accept that. I accept that the Government had
made two attempts to correct an inequity
which existed in long-haul areas last year, but I
have not seen any attempt this year. Nothing
has been made public yet. Even in the short-
haul areas, the rail freight rate is still not com-
petitive with the road freight rate. While mem-
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bers. of the National Party recognise that the
short-haul freight charges are closer to a com-
petitive rate, it is still not competitive, while in
the long-haul areas, where grain is regulated to
rail and where there is less opportunity for
people to transport using other modes, the rate
is nowhere near competitive. People should not
have to pay that particular amount purely and
simply because the people involved in Westrail
see them as a captive market which has no
alternative. That is the impression that the
wheat growers in these areas have and it does
not mattr how often the Minister protests.

Mr Troy: The industry will not bear the bur-
den.

Mr COWAN: The Government is prepared
to cant bulk commodities hack the other way
for something like $10 less per tonne.

Mr Troy: That has been a factor since we
have had interstate rail services.

Mr COWAN: I am talking about things like
fertilisers being carried back to country areas.
Fentiliser can be transported from Kwinana to
any point in the agricultural area for at least 30
per cent less than the Government is currently
charging for grain going the other way. If ever
there was an exercise to prove that the Govern-
ment's grain freight rates are not correct, it is
that. Why is the Government prepared to
charge a lesser amount for fertiliser?

Mr Troy: Block trains.

Mr COWAN: Co-operative Bulk Handling
uses block trains already. Block trains are
already being used for the transport of grain
from the various receival. points, yet here we
have a transfer to block trains for fertiliser and
the price comes down. I have not seen the price
come down for grain. All I am saying to the
Minister is this: Wheat and other prain prowers
in the eastern wheat-belt do not accept the
grain freight rates that have been published by
Westrail.

The Minister has a lot of work to do before
he can convince people that the rail freight rate
is correct. If the Minister wants to make a con-
tribution to the survival of agriculture in those
marginal prain areas, I suggest that he work
very hard to see that his Government make a
substantial reduction in the rail freight rates. I
think the Minister would find that this would
be most beneficial because the areas which are
finding it most difficult to survive in
agriculture coincide with the areas which pay
the highest freight rates. There is one exception
to this and that is the pocket of people in the

south-west region around Jerdacuttup and the
Esperance Shire.

I think it would be a very good exercise for
this Minister, rather than believing the material
that comes to him from the Transport Com-
mission and Westrail, to listen to those people
who are on the receiving end. He. should do
something in their favour.

Mr Troy: I spoke with them last week.

Mr COWAN: The Minister has spoken to
them and listened to them; let us hope he does
something. As far as I am concerned this
Budget was a two-stage Budget. The revenue
and taxation side of things was implemented in
June and July, and now we see the appropri-
ation of funds. From my point of view, with the
exception of those areas mentioned, the
National Party regards this as a reasonable
Budget, given the economic circumstances that
Western Australia is facing.

MR TONKIN (Morley-Swan) [4.28 p.m.]: I
have not spoken generally since this Parliament
assembled, so I should perhaps now congratu-
late you, Mr Speaker, upon your elevation to
the position of Speaker. Had I received the call
a little earlier, I would have been delighted to
congratulate the member for Subiaco who was
in the Chair at that time, because I think it is
excellent that in this House we have now a
greater number of women-certainty not in
proportion to their number in the population,
but closer to that fitgure than previously.

I would like to say that some untruths have
been told about me and one of those untruths is
that I resigned from the Ministry many times
before the time I actually left the Ministry,
which was I think, in April. That is quite un-
true. I did not resign before that time. Of
course in a Cabinet which lasts for more than
three years, there are disagreements, and if I
were to catalogue the various Ministers of the
Government who were at times upset with de-
cisions of Cabinet and who thought that they
might resign, the list would be quite a formi-
dable one because people do become aggrieved
from time to time.

it is certainly untrue to say that I resigned
many times. I resigned once and that was in
April this year. The fact that I gave an under-
taking to the Government not to speak about
the reasons for my resignation put me at a dis-
advantage because that meant that advantage
-could be taken of my silence and stories were
given to the news media to the effect that I had
resigned many times.
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At this stage I am not going to name those
journalists or media outlets who acted
unethically by printing Government inspired
leaks about my previous resignations instead of
checking the facts. 1 think, and I am sure many
members and people would agree with me, that
journalists should not prostitute their talents or
integrity by writing stories which are not at-
tributable and which they do not check to see
whether they are true or not.

I am aware of how the system works. A
journalist, in return for printing a leak or an
unattributable comment, receives favours in re-
turn. It makes his life easier; he may get an
exclusive later on; he may be on fi rst name
terms with some of the Ministers. I still believe
that a journalist of worth to the community will
put a higher emphasis on accuracy than on be-
ing an insider and pretending to know the facts
when he or she does not know them. I would
like to name the exceptions to those media out-
lets which printed the untrue comments. I said
I would not name those which printed them,
but the exceptions which did not print the un-
true stories about me were The West
Australian, the Daily News, the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation, and The Australian.

After speaking today I will wait with interest
to see what more apocryphal stories about me
will appear in the news media in the next few
days. It will be interesting to see what inspired
leaks are given to journalists so they can fill
their columns.

Mr Thompson: They will not need any leaks
today; you are going to give it to them straight.

Mr TONKIN: The member for Kalamunda
will realise the idea behind suggesting to the
media that I had resigned many times was to
limit the damage to the Government. I can
understand that. It can be difficult for a
Government if a Minister resigns, but if it can
be said in the media that he has done that
many times before the public says, "So what;
he is apparently that kind of person", and
therefore the damage of the resignation is lim-
ited. I can see, without approving, the motiv-
ation for that.

I would like also to comment on the tele-
vision coverage I had last week and about the
".mole" in the Liberal Party providing infor-
mation to the Labor Party. I may say I did not
use the word "mole". If members saw my inter-
niew they would realise that the word was put
into my mouth; not that I am objecting strongly
because that is a term in use, but for the sake of
proportion I would like to say how it came

about. In the course of a long chat with a
journalist, not on camera, I indicated I was
very disappointed with certain aspects of politi-
cal life in this State. One of the aspects which
disappointed me most was the lack of commit-
ment to policy or ideas by parliamentarians on
both sides of the House. I gave as an example
the fact that members from both sides-and I
did not say just the Liberal Party-give infor-
mation to the other side. It is a well-known fact
that for years-as long as I have been here-
statements made in a party room or to col-
leagues in various meetings will find their way
onto the front page of newspapers and will be
known by the other party.

Mr Thompson: It is called "corridor gossip".
Mr TQNKIN: Yes, it is, but I think it is very

disloyal. The point I was making to th e jo urnal-
ist was that I could not understand how a per-
son who is really committed to a party would
go straight out of a meeting and tell. something
from that meeting to someone from the other
party-not just dropping it carelessly in the
bar, but as part of a deliberate policy of
informing on what is to happen. I do not
understand the mentality behind it, and I can-
not approve of it.

I wanted to say that because I did not decide
to make a big name for myself by revealing the
dastardly secrets of parliament House and
imply that we are like MI5 and M16 and have
our moles here. It was not in that category at
all. Members know what the media is like; it
often trivialises because it thinks that is what
people want, but I think the media often under-
estimates people. That is why that emphasis
was given.

Mr Thompson: The television interview you
gave certainly did not give justification to some
of the headlines that were appended to the
stonies written about the interview.

Mr TONKIN: No, I did not think so either.
I would like to refer briefly to the Australian

Labor Party. I believe the Australian Labor
Party is a great party. It is a collection of indi-
viduals, of course, and there will be disagree-
ments from time to time. It is a matter of his-
torical record that there have been three great
splits in the party in its history. However, I
believe the party is greater than any individual,
and it is too important to become the plaything
of any individual. I would like to contrast two
leaders to show the difference of approach.

We had a leader by the name of William
Morris Hughes who split the party because he
insisted on conscription during World War 1.
We had a later leader by the name of John
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Curtin who was an anti-conscription cam-
paigner in that same war, but during the second
World War he decided that conscription was
necessary after all for overseas service.

Mr Clarko: HeI had a very peculiar idea of
where overseas service was. He drew a line to
suit himself.

Mr TONKIN: I do not know that it was to
suit himself;, it was for the strategic needs of the
country.

Mr Clarko: Some of the areas were overseas.

Mr TONKIN: The point is he was a poli-
tician. I am not trying to say he was a saint, but
the difference between Curtin and Hughes was
that Cuntin decided to take the party with him.
He went around the countryside and special
conferences were held, and, as a result of his
efforts, he persuaded the party to accept this
limited degree of conscription which he felt
was necessary in the national interest.

1 contrast those two approaches because I
believe it is possible to have concern for the
welfare of a political party and still do one's
duty as a parliamentarian or as a Minister of
the Crown.

I would like to pay tribute at this stage to the
long-suffering members of the Labor Party-
the rank and ftie who still dutifully attend State
conferences and other councils of the party
even though they may have the view that policy
adopted at those councils may well be ignored.
I was really quite surprised that large numbers
of rank and file members of the party were still
prepared to go to the State conference held
earlier this year knowing that the hard-fought
and voted-upon policy items might never see
the light of day.

It has always been accepted that it is up to
the Government to decide which policy items
will be implemented and when. Nevertheless
there is no doubt that members of the Labor
Party have not given way to cynicism; they
have decided to stick with the party and go to
coniferences and battle for what they believe in,
in spite of the track record of a Government
which suggests that policy will at times be
ignored.

I would like to speak very briefly about the
concept of loyalty. I guess there are two broad
categories of people, and they overlap; some
people would be in both categories. There are
those who enmphasise loyalty to a person and
those who emphasise loyalty to an idea.

1 must confess I have always tended to stress
loyalty to an idea, rather than loyalty to a par-
ticular person. Of course, there are different
ways in which one can be loyal. Being loyal in a
friendship is different from being loyal to a
political leader. However, if we are talking
about politics, loyalty to an ideology is more
important than loyalty to a person.

We have seen in this Parliament members
who have loyalty to a person, and who have not
a political bone in their body, and who get
advancement because of that loyalty to a per-
son.

1 guess that I have always been a person who
believes in the efficacy of ideas and loyalty to
ideas. I know that can be frightening to a lot of
people and can be considered a grey area.
Members may talk if they like about the Soviet
Union which some people say demonstrates
loyalty to an idea, but I believe that the idea in
that country has been definitely betrayed and
there is no question about that.

Loyalty to an idea does not have to mean a
grey and drab uniformity and it does not have
to mean the disciplining of people if they step
out of line, It can mean that people feel
strongly that an idea should be followed.

I am now raising this matter because I am
concerned about the truth. I find lies about me
are very hurtful. I want to assure members of
the House that I am not in any way being vin-
dictive when I pursue this matter, but merely
desiring the truth be known. If there is any
member in this House who would not desire
the same, I would be surprised. We would all
like to think that the truth is told about oneself.
One accepts criticism as long as it is truthful
criticism. I guess that is the reason I reacted,
some would say immoderately, towards the
member for Gascoyne who suggested that I had
improperly, during an election, instructed the
Chief Electoral Officer to pursue a political
party line when, in fact, I had never discussed
it with the Chief Electoral Officer; he had not
informed me of the matter. That is the truth.
Members on the other side of the House may
not accept it. They may think that it is their
duty to disbelieve the member for Morley-
Swan. The same may apply to any member on
this side of the House. It is a sad commentary
upon them if that is true. Nevertheless, it is
true that I did not involve myself in this mat-
ter. I did not know about it. When a member
gets up for political gain and says, "He directed
the Chief Electoral Officer", and it is not true,
then I feel strongly about it.
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I have always had a very strong personal re-
gard for the Premier and 1 still do, but that has
nothing to do with the facts of the matter. One
can have a personal regard for someone, yet
disagree with that person on a matter of policy.
I am aware that some members from both sides
of the House find it incomprehensible. They
cannot understand that one can be friendly
towards a person yet still oppose that person's
ideas. I have no difficulty with that, but I be-
lieve that some people do.

I refer in particular to a most hurtful episode
which occurred when I was Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs. We had a situation where the
Commissioner for Consumer Affairs, in his re-
port tabled in the House by me, named, as is
his wont and his statutory duty, many firms
which he thought were not playing the game.
One of the firms was Economic Pest Control.

Economic Pest Control employed a person
by the name of Mr Ted Cunningham who
stated that he had resigned from the Labor
Party on account of me, because I had attacked
his employer for political reasons. He said that
I knew his employer-who apparently lived in
Morley, although I did not know that-was a
Liberal Party member and that I had attacked
that employer because I was a Labor man. That
was very hurtful because it was untrue.

I did not know that Economic Pest Control
had been named in the report until I read it in
the Daily News after I had tabled the report.
Members will probably be aware that a report
is handed to a Minister. I received my copy of
the report the day before it was tabled. I guess I
am admitting to a lack of enormous energy in
that I had not had time to read the report-not
that it would have made any difference because
it still would have been tabled. However, I had
not read the report and that is a matter of fact.

When I opened the Daily News on that day-
it had no doubt received an embargoed copy of
the report-almost as soon as the report was
tabled, it was the subject of an article in the
newspaper.

Mr Cunningham attacked me for being poll-
itical and for attacking his employer because he
was a member of the Liberal Party. Mr Fletcher
had not discussed the report with me. My only
association with Mr Fletcher about that report
was-this will bring a wry smile to the faces of
members-that he asked me for a photograph
of myself to include in the report. That was my
only involvement. Members are aware about
how vain politicians are. I suppose one could
call this place "Egoes Incorporated". I duly

supplied Mr Fletcher with a photograph which
was included in the report. I had not discussed
the report with Mr Fletcher and nor should I
have. We do not want politicians advising
heads of departments to name a certain
company because it is owned by a Liberal or
because he is such-and-such. It is proper that
the commissioner should not consult his Minis-
ter on these matters and he did not.

There has been a bit of a contretemps regard-
ing the bringing of members of the public be-
fore the Bar of the House. I suggest that Mr
Fletcher could be brought to the Bar of the
House to allow members to ask him whether,
before the report was tabled, he had discussed
Economic Pest Control with me and whether I
had suggested to him that the company should
be named for any reason.

Given the connections between the Premier
and Mr Cunningham, I found it quite unac-
ceptable that I, as a Minister, should be
criticised in the public domain by Mr
Cunningham who I understand is now a mem-
ber of Mr Terry Burke's staff. About a month
later I was removed as Minister for Consumer
Affairs.

I mention that now not to be vindictive, I
have nothing against Mr Cunningham. He is
just a person whom I know by sight. What is of
great concern to me is my reputation and the
truth about the matter.

While I am speaking about consumer affairs,
that area represents the greatest disappoint-
ment of this Government as far as I am con-
cerned. There are little people in the com-
munity who worked hard to put this Labor
Party in Government; there are other little
people who did not work hard to put this
Government in office; there are other little
people who did not even vote for the Labor
Party. If members add up all those little people
they will f ind that a lot of powerless people are
being badly treated by certain firms.

I have an example of a poor woman in my
electorate who has been trying for two years to
have a house built and nothing has been done.
The member for Kalamunda says that there
should be no Builders Registration Board. I
think he has motivations different from mine. I
am aware of his motivations. My motivations
are that I agree with him because to have the
illusion of protection-

Mr Thompson: That is my point.
Mr TONKIN: Is it? The illusion of protec-

tion is worse than no protection. I might add
my criticism of the system as far as local
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government is concerned. I am not saying thai
local government is at fault. People say to me
that their plans have been approved by the lo-
cal authority, but that the footings are not ad-
equate in clay soil. The member for Helena,
who is the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, would know about this because he
chaired a committee on this subject, but
unfortunately the committee's report is gather-
ing dust.

People say, "it has been approved by the
local government so it must be all right", and
they go ahead. They then find that the approval
by local government does not mean what it
appears to mean. if that approval will not give
protection, it would be better not to have it,
because it gives an illusion of protection.

Building a house is the biggest investment
most people ever undertake. It is very sad that
we have not done much for the consumers, and
the reason is that they are powerless. It is a very
sad state of affairs, but if a party wants to be in
power it must be nice to the powerful otherwise
it could be out on its ear. Who can be ignored?
The powerless. After all, if the consumers are
not looked after, what can they do? But if the
nose of a big business person is put out of joint
he can do a lot of damage, perhaps through his
newspaper, his television station, by funding
the other party, or whatever method he uses.

Even with Labor Governments it is sad that
they tend to look after the powerful because
they want to survive. Of course, it is a natural
phenomenon for any organisation to want to
survive. However, it is a tragedy that con-
sumers are no better off than they were more
than three years ago.

Many things cost money. I was a member of
the Budget subcommittee of Cabinet all the
time I was a Minister and I know as well as
anyone the constraints placed upon a Govern-
ment because of expense. However, consumer
protection need not cost money.

I pay tribute to a person with whom I had the
closest relations on the Budget subcommittee,
Hon. J. M. Berinson, Attorney General. Very
often the Treasurer and Deputy Premier were
not able to attend the Budget subcommittee
meetings because of the pressures on their
time, and in the days when the committee had
only four members, Mr Berinson and I met
many times to do that job. I have the highest
admiration for Mr Berinson and if we had
more people of his calibre as Ministers, we
would be much better off.

Consumer protection does not have to cost
money but, of course, there must be balance.
There is no point telling me that most business
people are responsible, ethical, and decent. We
need laws for the minority who are the rogues
in the same way that we need laws for the
minority who speed on our highways.

While talking about truth, I advise members
that I was stopped by the police last night for
travelling too fast.

Mr MacKinnon: Did he book you?

Mr TONKIN: He did not. There is a head-
line; let us trivialise this comment and make
this the headline. Perhaps I should not have
mentioned it. I do not think the police officer
recognised me, he was pretty rough.

An Opposition member: Do you think he
would have booked you if he had recognised
you?

Mr TONKIN: The police officer said that he
had more important things to do, that he was
on accident investigation and that it was not
his job to book me. He certainly did not indi-
cate in any way that he recognised me. Since I
have been a member of Parliament I have been
booked for driving too fast and I have been
recognised. That is how it should be.

Mr Wat: The best way to escape from get-
ting a headline is not to give the speed you were
travelling.

Mr TONKIN: I was driving on a freeway and
I think 8O kilometres an hour is a ridiculously
low speed on a freeway. I have been used to
driving on the aumobahns in Germany which
have no speed limit. This is all irrelevant.

Bearing in mind that most business people
are decent and ethical, there must be balance in
consumer affairs. Of course, there must be bal-
ance in all the laws we make in this place. That
is understood.

I refer briefly now to the profit motive; at
times we hear unthinking people lauding it to
the skies. I suggest, Mr Speaker, that the profit
motive needs to be carefully trammelled and
scrutinised. It must be circumscribed with fac-
tors that consider the health of society as well.
After all, is it not the profit motive that drives
the drug pusher and the contract killer? The
profit motive should not be the paramount mo-
tivation for anyone in our community,
although with proper circumscription and con-
trols, it is an important component of a market
economy such as ours.
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1 have been shocked by hearing members of
the right-wing in this community advocating
disloyalty to Australia because loyalty does not
suit their pocket. They advocate not investing
in Australia. I suggest that such disloyalty in
the days of Good Queen Bess or Henry Vill
would have been appropriately rewarded on
Tower Hill. If anything is treasonable, it surely
is a suggestion that because one's pocket may
not be assisted, one has the right to turn one's
back on one's country. If one considers that the
wrong people are governing the country and
one therefore has a right to advocate not
investing in that country, to the detriment of
that country, what kind of a citizen is one?
What kind of an example is one setting the
young people of this country?

if people are saying that the most important
thing is one's pocket, and they advocate
breaking the law-which has been suggested by
many wealthy people in Australia in defence of
their pockets-what wonderful citizens these
people are and what a wonderful example they
are setting, especially to the young people of
this country!

Having said that, I will qualify it by stating
that it is the right, even the duty of the citizen
in the last resort-I emphasise "in the last re-
sort"-to keep the option of disobeying the
law. For example, there were those in Nazi
Germany who bravely disobeyed perfectly legal
laws such as the Nuremberg laws, so-called. It
must be remembered that Governments can be
evil and so the laws that flow from such
Governments will also be evil. However, if the
only evil is that one's profit may be cut and,
therefore, breaking the law is advocated, what
does it say about the values of such people?

Still referring to the profit motive, we see
Rambo-style movies which advocate illegal vi-
olence and which are made purely for profit.
The society which rewards such behaviour by
flocking to see these films but tut-tuts other
crimes of violence such as rape, obviously has a
crisis of identity and confusion about goals.

Our community needs to look at the profit
motive and to accept that in the proper circum-
stances profits are all very well. But, I would
like to hear from right-wing members of the
community, when talking about the profit mo-
tive, some qualification which indicates that
they are aware that, untrammelled, it is the
philosophy and ideology of the contract killer
and the drug pusher, and that the profit motive
must be carefully circumscribed with con-
ditions that will ensure the well-being of the
community as a whole.

DR WATSON (Canning) [5.00 p.mn.]: In my
first speech to this House I discussed the com-
mitment of the Australian Labor Party to
reform, and indicated how participation in de-
cision-making by those whom those decisions
affect is a crucial process and one integral to
those reforms. I then spoke about the partici-
pation of workers with their employers so as to
improve the safety of their working environ-
ment, and of the participation of people with
low incomes in order to improve their physical
and mental well-being.

I argued that these processes achieve justice
and that the equity of them is the means to an
end-a fairer and morejust society. However, I
am increasingly concerned that some people
who need medical treatment now, particularly
hospitalisation for surgery, are being denied
that justice by some sections of the medical
Profession. Those who are most vulnerable
have no voice-they are old, and poor, and
have low incomes. They are constituents whom
I represent, the very people for whom the prin-
ciples of Medicare have been established.

The numbers of patients awaiting so-called
non-urgent operations at major teaching hospi-
tals have continued to rise, in part due to the
greater aged population. Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital and Royal Perth Hospital have
waiting lists which are predicted to take two
years to clear of people needing surgery.

The public hospital system is the focus of
much attention just now, but there is a need to
look behind the turmoil to other matters which
compromise the patients' experience of their
illnesses. I am speaking particularly of the way
in which doctors try to persuade people to join
private insurance schemes to make them eli-
gible for treatment in private hospitals. Among
other things, it is an attempt to further en-
trench the fee-for-service mentality.

Nimmo's recommendations in 1968 were
taken up by Gorton in 1969 when a scheme
was devised in which no-one would have to pay
more than $5 for any service if covered by
insurance that was subsidised by the Govern-
ment. Medibank tried to extend this commit-
ment, and then Fraser progressively sought to
transfer the fee-for-service idea back into a
heavily subsidised private health industry. The
five or six changes made in as many years to
national rules were consequent upon hard lob-
bying by sections of the medical fraternity. The
point I make is that, with or without Medicare,
the profession has not only lobbying power but
also unregulated control over the way in which
it uses the fee-for-service system.
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By 1981 there was a near-compulsory private
insurance scheme. And a private health in-
surance system prevents rational and effective
development of the health-care system in any
kind of progressive way. By 1983 there were
two million Australians who had no insurance
cover and who were especially vulnerable to
individual doctors' categorisation of them as
"disadvantaged". Medicare was established on
I February 1984 as a universal, simple, fair,
and equitable scheme. It aimed to emphasise
community health care, public health care over
private, prevention over cure, the improve-
ment of health, and patient-centredness over
technology-centredness.

In return for our Medicare levy, now at one
per cent but soon to be increased to 1.'25 per
cent, we arc provided with 85 per cent of the
schedule fee for any medical service; $20 is the
maximum payable if the doctor charges the
schedule fee, and no patient has to pay more
than $150 a year if his or her doctor charges the
schedule fee. The community has every right to
expect that the return for their Medicare levy
will be free public hospital services and a
charge at least no higher than the schedule fee
for Medicare services.

However, doctors can charge what they like,
and no gap insurance can be taken out for
medical services. It comforts me to know that
the number of services being bulk-billed to
Medicare is increasing and now stands at 49
per cent. No bills are sent to those patients, as
doctors send them to Medicare. However, 29
per cent of services are billed to patients at a
level higher than the schedule fee. Medicare
has a commitment to provide a service from
the public purse, and this service provides a
theoretically equal access to the highest stan-dards of care for every Australian, regardless of
status.

Mr Thompson: That does not work out in
practice.

Dr WATSON: I have to say "theoretically"
because many doctors con patients into con-
tributing to a health insurance fund.

Mr Thompson: Had my father continued to
contribute to his private health fund, my
mother would have been able to have an oper-
ation to replace a hip. As it happened, he
elected, because he was not wealthy, to rely on
Medicare; and my mother was facing the pros-
pect of three years of excruciating agony be-
cause she could not have that operation done.
My father had to pay up $5 000 last week for
that operation, out of his own pocket.

Mr MacKinnon: So much for Medicare.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I think we

will allow the member for Canning to continue
her speech.

Dr WATSON: I have every sympathy for the
plight of such people. Those doctors tell people
who are ill, and in pain, and therefore vulner-
able, that they need insurance if they want to
be guaranteed hospital care. They play on their
fears to force them into private hospital
schemes. However, if people have a pre-
existing condition they compromise their eligi-
bility to claim on their insurance; yet that is
something not made clear to them at the time.
Insurance defeats the purpose of universal en-
try and creates unequal access.

I am not talking about all doctors. Most doc-
tors are caring and compassionate women and
men who are socially responsible and have the
interests of their patients, their profession, and
the community at heart. But the medical pro-
fession represents a wide range of commit-
ments, and some of its members use ill-health
to maximise both their ideological commit-
ments and their income.

I want to give some examples of people I
have met in the course of the job I am doing
now to demonstrate the way in which their
illness is manipulated by some doctors to try to
drive them into the private health insurance
system.

A man with chronic general arthritis was
seeking an appointment with a specialist. He
was granted one in an outpatient department.
He tried to hurry up the date by contacting the
doctor's office and offering to pay, but he was
dismissed in what he says was a high-handed
way because he was not insured.

Another man seeking a vasectomy went to
the doctor. Because he had no insurance he was
told by the doctor that they could work some-
thing out together. When he went back the fol-
lowing week he was told he would be charged
for two days in hospital, and $600. He went
elsewhere for an operation that took 20 min-
utes and cost him $138. To add insult to injury,
the original doctor submitted an account for
$48.62 for the IC-minute consultation he had
had.

A woman with cataracts who is a pensioner
was told she would have to go on a long waiting
list for a public hospital bed but could be done
immediately if she went to a private hospital.
She did, and to his credit the surgeon bulk-
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billed her, but she had to pay hospital costs,
and incurred severe financial hardship.

The mother and the grandmother of a baby
came to see me. The baby was born with a
facial deformity, and the GP who had delivered
the baby sent the mother to a specialist to ar-
range plastic surgery for the child. The plastic
surgeon said he could not start initial repairs to
the child's face until the child was one year old.
The parents of the child were told to insure
themselves for that period as the plastic sur-
geon only worked privately. Despite the fact
that the father was unemployed and there are
five children in the family, private insurance
was taken out. Despite the fact that the unit at
PMH is accessible to all such children and
parents, private cover was taken out on this
doctor's insistence.

Another woman was told by an orthopaedic
surgeon that the lack of beds was due to the
socialist Government. Furthermore, he said
that his access to private hospitals after 5.00
p.m. was limited by union restrictions-pre-
sumably he was referring to penalty payments
for evening work which apply equally to all
hospitals.

Three people requiring open-beant surgery
contacted me, two because of long waits and
one because his operation was postponed with
hardly any prior warning. None of these three
people is insured. Two were told by their doc-
tors that the reason for the delays was the
Government's Medicare system, and they were
told that socialism does patients no good. The
point is that this surgery is presently done only
at Royal Perth Hospital, whether a patient is
insured or not. Whether a patient is insured
should make no difference to how a waiting list
is compiled.

Priorities, we are told, depend only on a
medical assessment. Obviously, doctors and
surgeons have access to public hospitals for a
mix of private and public patients. We do not
know clearly how they make their decisions for
their mix of private and public patients in their
lists, or how those patients turn up the lists.
Clearly some people within the public hospital
system, as well as patients, query whether there
are two lists: One for private patients and one
for public patients.

Of those three people needing open-heart
surgery who have been to see me, one is a 40-
year-old man with two young children. He said
agreeing to have this surgery was the biggest
decision he had made in his life. Four days
prior to his operation he was telephoned by a

clerk who said it had been postponed. There
was never any follow-up call from his doctor.
No tentative date was given to him. A hotch-
potch of reasons was given and he was left on
his own. He said he could imagine no worse
,form of emotional torture.

Mr Thompson: Whom do you blame for that
situation?

Dr WATSON: I am explaining that private
medical practitioners will blame anything, but
principally the system of Medicare, because
they cannot get their own way. The system is
making them become accountable.

Some of these matters have been rectified
and the man has been given a date for his
surgery, but not without a struggle. He points
out-and this is very important-that doctors
do not consider the consequences, either
psychological or financial. lHis sick time has
run out. He receives sickness benefits. They
had a housing loan approved but they cannot
take it up. So, in that extra 10 weeks he has had
to wait for surgery he has cost the State 10
weeks' sickness benefits, amongst other things.
H-e would have been an earning member of the
community. He would have been independent
of the State for his housing needs.

When a doctor confronts a patient who is
anxious or in pain with his view that a Govern-
ment is responsible for a predictably long wait,
he imposes his ideology on that person in a way
that I suggest is counter to the oath he takes on
graduation. This is no different from his judg-
ing particular patients on aspects such as age,
ethnic origin or sexuality. Any individual in
front of a doctor can be very vulnerable.

The doctors I am talking about are not stu-
pid; they understand what they are doing in
their misrepresentations of the system to their
patients. While doctors might fervently believe
in the cause of private medicine, the fact re-
mains that people who are very dependent on
their skills are manipulated by them to that
end.

We all need to work together to provide a
progressive health-care system which can ma-
ture and meet its goals. I will list some of the
things we need to try to accomplish.

We need a public information campaign-
obviously for doctors and patients alike and, it
would seem, some Opposition politicians as
well. I suggest we campaign to educate both
doctors and patients that they can negotiate a
contract on fees; that any patient has the legal
right to indicate how much he or she is pre-
pared to pay; that any patient can refuse any
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intended procedure; that any patient can de-
mand an item ised account; that any patient can
say that he or she only wants to be a public
patient. We need controls over public hospi-
tals-teaching hospitals-and we need to
monitor them. We need to regulate private ad-
missions into public hospitals. We need to
rationalise services between and within hospi-
tals-and the Government is moving to this
end. Most of all we need a consultative ap-
proach to elective surgery and the planning of
waiting lists to decide just who goes first. We
need same kind of formal mechanism whereby
people can ask for infornation and advice and
register complaints.

The principal aim of a health-care system in
a civilised and compassionate society is for
every person to have the same access to the
same standard of care. We are getting there
with Medicare, but some problems do need
ironing out.

MRt MENSAROS (Floreat) [5. 19 p.m.J: De-
spite the general media view and various other
comments from other quarters which categor-
ise this State Budget as some sort of non-event,
a proper analysis of it reveals that in many
ways the Budget is just about as contradictory
as the Government itself. 1 say this because, for
example, the Government appears to be proud
-of repeating time and time again that it is
breaking with previous Labor policies and tra-
ditions and is an ardent supporter of business.
It says it is keeping taxes and charges in line
with or below inflation and is curbing Govern-
ment expenditure. Recently while introducing
a Bill the Treasurer even said the Government
wanted to increase Parliament's scrutiny of the
Government itself. Even a cursory examination
of the Budget belies these statements.

As to the Government's support for private
enterprise, we need only cast our minds back
about 41/ years when the Government
commenced its regime on thie Treasury benches
and recall the big ado which went on with it
specially calling Parliament together to pass the
Acts Amendment (Prevention of Excessive
Prices) Bill. During that one-day sitting mem-
bers such as I said the legislation was nothing
but a costly propaganda instrument and
predicted it would never be implemented.

Only the other day I asked the Minister
whether legislation had been implemented in
relation in products other than petroleum
products which could have been dealt with
differently. The anticipated answer was that,
during the period of the existence of the Act,
which was highlighted as being so important

and so much in the interests of the people of
WA, there had not been a single case where the
provisions of the Act had been implemented. If
that is not a contradiction, I do not know what
is.

That statement in relation to keeping charges
and taxes down, might be true technically when
we look only at the setting of charges as a per-
centage of a fixed amnount as a cent rate in the
dollar value, but it is not true so far as the
estimated and realised aggregate revenue of any
of these taxes and charges go. This increased
revenue denies the claim of reducing expendi-
ture as expenditure automatically rises with the
higher revenue.

Finally, the contradiction within the claim of
more accountability is quite apparent. It is ap-
parent from various actions by the Govern-
ment, but it also painfully apparent Cram vari-
ous actions by the Government, and it is also
painfully apparent from the Budget itself. Why
are Government functions being given to
Government-owned, 100 per cent Govern-
ment-influenced so-called corporations, for in-
stance the WADC? It can do whatever it likes,
ignoring the statutory and customary traditions
applying to other Government departments.
Construction jobs in this State can be let with-
out any tendering procedure because it is
claimed that a corporation is not a Govern-
ment department. It can do something which
you, Mr Speaker, or I can do as a private indi-
vidual, if you want to build a house. You do
not have to let out a tender. However, if the
construction job were handled by the Public
Works Department or its successor, the Build-
ing Management Authority, or by any other
department, the contract would be let by a
tendering system with vigorous and fair con-
ditions applying. This being so, the Govern-
ment should not wonder why it is being
subjected to all sorts of criticisms, some of
which might not be justified, but all of which
are invited because of the lack of accountability
and the lack of parliamentary scrutiny of the
WADC.

Legislation which proposed to abolish the
Legislative Review and Advisory Committee
was introduced recently. That committee is a
fairly important, small, and comparatively
inexpensive organisation, the very existence of
which enhanced the accountability of the
Government and assisted Parliament in
exercising its responsibility of scrutinising the
Executive arm of the Government. That assist-
ance cannot be replaced and is a direct assault
on one of the few means of checks and
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scrutinies we have. fewer and fewer Govern-
ment instrumentalities receive loan funds
which are appropriated by Parliament and
therefore would be subject to parliamentary de-
bate and scrutiny. The largest instrumentalites,
such as the State Energy Commission, the
Water Authority of WA, and Westrail, do not
receive a penny from the loan funds and there-
fore are outside scrutiny under the appropri-
ation legislation. Their revenue and expendi-
ture-the money collected and the spending of
literally hundreds of millions of dollars when
we combine their current accounts with their
capital accounts then amounting to over a
thousand million dollars-are excluded from
parliamentary scrutiny.

I have spoken about this matter in the past
and brought up the idea of the Government
allocating a nominal amount of $1 or $ 10 from
the loan funds to those instrumentalities so that
they can be subject to parliamentary appropri-
ation and therefore to debate regarding all their
business. At one stage, I recall the Treasurer
interjected and said that that might be some-
thing that could be considered. Of course
nothing happened.

Having entertained these t houghts about the
Budget generally, 1, now propose to touch on
some detailed questions pertaining to the port-
folios for which I am responsible as the Oppo-
sition's spokesman.

Firstly, I wish to raise some matter which
comes within my responsibility as shadow Min-
ister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform
and which relates to the Parliament. There has
been no significant increase in the allocation to
the Parliament of the amount allocated last
year. I believe, however, that this unchanged
amount of expenditure could be much better
utilised. It appears to me that as we scrutinise
the Executive arm of the Government for ef-
ficiency, we are falling into the same pit. I
think that Parkinson's law applies just the
same, if not more, 10 Parliament and its bu-
reaucracy. I will give one example of why I say
that. There are 105 staff members in Parlia-
ment who come directly under the parliamen-
tary budget. There are also a total of 91 mem-
bers. Using simple arithmetic, there are [-2
staff members for every member. I do not
know whether that ratio is better or worse when
it is compared with a patient-nurse ratio in
hospitals.

Mr Parker: We need more care.

Mr MENSAROS: Maybe. However, when we
look further into the Budget papers, additional
assistance has been provided in three different
items which, I suppose, means that part-time
officers are employed when permanent officers
are on holidays and are not available. There is
also an enormous number of computers in Par-
liament. One cannot go into any office without
seeing computers.

Leave granted to continue speech at a later
stage of the sitting.

Debate thus adjourned.

[Questions taken.]

Sitting suspended from 6.0010o7.1 ip. m.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR PEARCE (Armadale-Minister for
Education) [7.15 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill, in providing for a change of name
from WAIT to the Curtin University of Tech-
nology, will enhance the institution's status.
This change will attract not only industrial
sponsorship but also additional sources of re-
search moneys.

In recognition of the institution's enhanced
status, the functions of WAIT have been
changed to reflect its position as a university of
technology. It is therefore appropriate to pro-
vide WAIT with additional flexibility, es-
pecially in the areas of property and financial
dealings commensurable with existing practices
at the University of Western Australia and
Murdoch University. Care has been taken in
the amending Bill to preserve the identity of
the body corporate, and any rights and obli-
gations existing under it are therefore not affec-
ted. In addition, reference to the Western
Australian Institute of Technology or an ab-
breviated version of that title in other written
laws, documents or other instruments shall be
construed as a reference to the Curtin Univer-
sity of Technology unless it is inappropriate to
do so.

It is expected that this enabling legislation
will contribute substantially to WAIT'S ability
to aid in the development of Western Australia.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Watt.
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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) BILL

Second Reading:, Budget Debate
Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the

sitting.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat) [7.19 p.m.]: I
continue my comments about what I term the
Parkinson's law-inspired proliferation Of par-
liamentary staff. It should be mentioned also
that if one wants to compare the situation
which existed 18 years ago, it should be con-
sidered that today 90 per cent of members have
an outside electoral office, hence much less
mail is being delivered to Parliament House,
which results in proportionately less work
today.
It has been claimed and accepted-I do not
know whether it was by the suppliers only-
that the operation of computers reduces the
work force. It has never been indicated what
the percentage of this reduction is; it could be
100 per cent, 50 per cent or i 0 per cent. Taking
a conservative figure of 20 per cent only, com-
bined with the additional assistance mentioned
in the Budget, if we compare the officers in real
terms, we would come to the conclusion that
there are about 140 or 150 officers on the same
level as was the case in 1968 when there were
81 members. I choose the year 1968 because
that was when I came into Parliament. If 81
members had 72 staff, the ratio would be
1:0.85. 1f 91 members in real terms have about
140 or 150 staff, the ratio is 1: 1.65. It is exactly
double what it was. Even without this real-tenn
calculation, the increase from 72 to 105 rep-
resents a 46 per cent increase. Undoubtedly
that is much better than the comparative
increase in the Public Service. It is an infinitely
lower increase than that experienced with pub-
lic utilities and Government instrumentalities.
However, the fact remains that we who are
scrutineering the Governiment's efficiency
should set an example.

Considering that there has been almost a 100
per cent increase in real terms, the question
automatically arises as to whether we are being
twice as well served. Quite objectively, I would
say in respect of the library that we are. The
library has various technical aids as well which
are of considerable help. In respect of some of
the other services available, however, I found
when I came to this place in 1968 that they
were 100 per cent complete and satisfactory.
Despite the huge increase in staff numbers3 I do
not think that there has been, neither could
there have been, any improvement, particularly

when one considers the printing of Hansard
and the various other day-to-day documents.
These are not available to us any earlier; in fact
we might have them somewhat later, despite
the number of people involved and the large
amount of electronic machinery used.

As far as the parliamentary budget is con-
cerned, certain matters should have priority.
These have been neglected in the parliamentary
budget, both in the revenue and loan budgets.
There are other things which, to my humble
mind, are totally and utterly superfluous. If de-
cisions have been made by the Joint House
Committee, I do not think that is an excuse, it
is an aggravating circumstance. I wonder
whether anyone could explain to me the benefit
which derives from the tagging of visitors to
and some officers of Parliament House. I won-
der whether anyone could give me a good
reason for the 007-type surveillance cameras
along the corridors and whether they have any
practical benefit which could justify their use.
Without going so far as to be sarcastic, one
could say that the only people who benefit from
this are the manufacturers- I do not think this
security measure adds to, enhances, or im-
proves the security of Parliament House. The
security here will not be improved by tagging

'people or by having Orwellian surveillance
cameras because if someone, or some group,
really wants to commit an act of terrorism, they
will not be deterred, or prevented from doing
so by these measures.

On the other hand, the procedure of tagging
visitors is, to my mind, humiliating and undig-
nified. Not only ordinary visitors but also for-
mer members of Parliament are tagged. I often
feel embarrassed when having to explain to my
constituents Or Visitors that it is necessary for
them to be tagged. I know of no other Parlia-
ment in the country which tags its Visitors.
There is definitely no tagging at Westminster;
one can go into the House of Lords or the
House of Commons without a tag. There is
some security, which is proper; one must have
one's baggage x-rayed, but there is nothing as
debasing as tagging. I do not think, from a
human dignity point of view, that tagging
should be used without a pragmatic and
sustainable reason for it. Even then I would
seek better solutions. It may have been theor-
etical once, but I challenge anyone to prove
that tagging has some practical basis.

From another point of view, quite apart from
the dignity angle, if one has visitors or even a
school party and one wants to take these people
through the building from one House to the
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other, legally one cannot do so without taking
them out on the street, then re-entering Parlia-
ment through the other entrance, unless one is
prepared to breach the rules. There is only one
entry to the public gallery of the Legislative
Assembly and one entry to the upper House.
There are two corridors which communicate
between the Houses and parts of these are
dlearly marked "not for visitors".

I believe we have definitely gone overboard
with this security craze and no benefit has been
achieved; all that has been achieved has been
detrimental.

If one thinks about security in Parliament
House, there is, for example, particularly in the
old pant of the building, a tremendous fire haz-
ard. Year after year the old Public Works De-
partment recommended changes, as did vari-
ous Ministers. I do not know whether the
Building Management Authority has recently
recommended any action such as the instal-
lation of fire-resistant doors on parts of the cor-
ridors, but certainly if-heaven forbid!-a fire

,began, the use of such doors would prevent its
spreading from one pant of the building to
another. As I said, the recommendations made
in this respect have always been ignored and
priority has been given to improving things
such as the kitchen instead of doing anything
about a real safety hazard, which is a factor that
should be considered.

As far as efficiency is concerned, I cannot
resist the temptation to tell a short story which
proves how automatically things are done with-
out personal care being taken. I received a let-
ter the other day from the Joint House Com-
mittee and the envelope was stamped with the
Parliament House post office stamp. This letter
was submitted to the Parliament House post
office, and then was sent outside and dealt with
by an ordinary post office. The letter then came
back to Parliament House and was
subsequently delivered internally. That letter
should have gone directly to a distributor
within the building, saving the cost of a 36c
stamp and a full day. I wonder how much mail
to parliamentarians is submitted to the same
procedure, and how often!

1 commend the Government for reducing
substantially the vote allocated to Parliament
Week. Last year $165 000 was allocated and
this year only $9 000 has been allocated. The
Opposition was never against that public re-
lations exercise, but we wanted to see the dis-
tinct ion being drawn between Parliament Week
and what we considered was Government

week. It was organised by a departmental or-
ganisation and not by Parliament. The Budget
allocation was made from a depart mental vote
and not from the Parliament vote. I feel sure
that most members carry out their own public
relations work by bringing people to see Parlia-
ment working and by visiting organisations and
schools in their electorates and talking about
Parliament, the Government, and the Consti-
tution.

From the point of view of efficiency, it is
very important to give priority to extending
Parliament, something which the Government
always shies away from as soon as editorials in
the Press refer disparagingly to those exten-
sions. The Government drops the issue Like a
hot potato, despite the fact that the Minister
for Works and Services and his department
have recommended the extensions. Because of
that, the importance of the institution of Par-
liament ceases to be a priority because the de-
cision might be unpopular.

As I have said in the past, I do not think that
any other workers in any other occupations
would work without airconditioning when, in
summer, temperatures reach 40 or 42 degrees
centigrade inside the rooms. Of course, mem-
bers do not have air-conditioning although
some offices do. I do not begrudge them that.
Apparently, though, members are not meant to
have air-conditioning, because!I once offered to
install it in my humble office at my expense
and that offer was rejected. I sometimes won-
der about the industrial unrest that would oc-
cur in other occupations if workers were
required to work in unair-conditioned prem-
ises. Even tractor drivers have air-conditioned
cabins todpy. That however does not seem to
have as high a priority as television cameras.

The final matter I wish to raise in relation to
Parliament is the lack of politeness that mem-
bers extend to each other. In the past members
were extremely polite to each other and
observed all the customary rules and ethics. I
will give members an example of what I am
talking about. Previously I do not think a Min-
ister for Education would have visited a school
in a member's electorate without first
consulting the member. Recently, a member
outside my electorate requested the Minister to
visit a school in my electorate. He made certain
promises which I requested of him previously
but which were refused just because, I suppose,
I happen to be a member of the Opposition.
Apparently, the Minister made promises to the
school at the request of the member whose elec-
torare did not cover that school. I am not con-
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cerned: I will not lose a single vote. My con-
stituents and the PCA are intelligent and
understand the political cynicism of the act.
They are only happy that things will now hap-
pen at the school, but their comments indicated
what they thought about it.

I turn now to the Attorney General's port-
folio. There arc a number of matters worthy of
mention, and I request the Attorney General to
peruse my comments and respond to them.
Even though I do not agree with him very
often, I believe he is the only Minister who
takes the trouble to respond occasionally to
members' comments, whether they are in his
House or in this House.

The Murray report is a formidable and all-embracing document. It was commissioned by
the former Attorney General in the previous
Government and many of the
recommendations in the report were not taken
on board by this Government. In any event, so
far the Government is moving very slowly to
implement certain sections only of the report.
It has introduced nine pieces of legislation
which are now before this House and which
have passed the other place. Almost all of that
legislation results from recommendations of
the Murray report. I urge the Attorney General
to speed up their implementation.

I wish now to refer to the Legal Aid Com-
mission. It does an extremely good job despite
the complaints made about it. I commend the
director because he must have his hands absol-
utely full all the time; nevertheless, when I
write to him, as I have occasion to do fairly
often, he is immediately responsive, a consider-
ation which I do not receive from other
Government departments. He responds in
great detail and with great objectivity which
helps me to judge a case which without his
advice obviously I would be prejudiced in judg-
ing because I am given only one side of the
story.

Even though the Opposition does not want to
extend the Legal Aid Commissiori as an exer-
cise for its own sake-it is a welfare organis-
ation and it is not the policy of the Opposition
to proliferate welfare work-at the same time it
must acknowledge that the Legal Aid Com-
mission is the only means for certain people to
gain access to the law and to make litigation
possible for them.

It is a fact that we have reached the stage
where access to litigation is something
preserved for only the privileged few. I believe
everybody ought to be not only equal before

the law but also should have the opportunity to
use the law which is being maintained for the
benefit of every citizen. That is not so, because
of the excessive cost of litigation. The Legal
Aid Commission Caters for the lower echelon of
society and the higher echelon caters for itself.
The middle ground or middle class which has
sufficient assets to sustain itself, is not eligible
for legal aid and cannot afford the cost of liti-
gation which otherwise it might enter.

Very often the opposite party in a defa-
mation case or a monetary case realises this
and behaves accordingly. Of course, this is an
injustice generally before the law.

The next matter to which I refer within the
Attorney General's portfolios is very import-
ant. It concerns family law and, consequently,
the Family Court. I have spent some time in
this Parliament representing my electorate. I
have been a Minister of the Crown and I have
had many shadow portfolios. The subject on
which I have received the most complaints-
and those complaints have been continuous-
is in connection with family law. Even if one
discounts the fact that the people who com-
plain feel that an injustice has been done to
them-and literally hundreds of people have
complained to me about this matter not in my
capacity as a member, but in my capacity as
Opposition spokesman on legal matters-my
simple logic says that they could not all be
wrong. It is impossible. There must be some-
thing wrong with the legal system, with the
Commonwealth law which was enacted some
10-plus years ago, and perhaps with the con-
struction of the court.

I read just the other day a very pertinent
citation from a South Australian judge who was
appointed by a Labor Government and, there-
fore, cannot be accused of being particularly
conservative in his legal outlook. He said that
the only contract in Australia, the breach of
which is not only not punished but is
encouraged, is the contract of marriage. That is
true if one refers to the family law cases.

How often does the situation arise where a
wife leaves her husband and in some cases her
children and goes off with someone else? Even
if the wife did not do any outside work, but
only contributed with working in the- house-
hold, the husband has to give her half his
assets, and that applies even if the house is
mortgaged. He has to start all over again. In
most cases the wife also gets custody of the
children.
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I cannot offer a ready-made solution, but my
experience is that there is something very
wrong with family law and we should seriously
consider, as the Liberal Party is doing-and
family law is one of the pillars of its legal pol-
icy-trying to persuade our Federal colleagues
to formulate a policy to amend this law for the
betterment of the community.

I know there would be many arguments
against it, but I feel that there should be more
publicity regarding family law cases to make
the public more aware and see how it perceives
justice. At present all family law cases are held
in camera. In every criminal case and in almost
every civil litigation, the court sits in public,
the verdict and the reasoning for the verdict is
publicised, and in most cases is given in the
media, and the public have some means by
which they can judge whether, on today's cus-
toms and ethics, a correct decision has been
made and justice has been done. The public are
not given this information regarding family
court cases and they gain information only
from friends or relations, or in another indirect
way.

I am not saying that this would be a solution,
but it could lead to a situation where the num-
ber of people complaining would be reduced
and more people would receive justice-what
they acknowledge is justice-

Under the same portfolio, in recent times we
have heard a great deal about the increasing
crime rate. There is no doubt that crime has
increased. Unfortunately, we have the sad state
of affairs where this subject has been used as a
political football and we find that the party in
Opposition accuses the Government of
allowing this to happen and in most cases it
offers non-relevant and irresponsible
solutions.
I do not believe that the crime rate would be
reduced by increasing the strength of the Police
Force only or by only legislating for heavier
penalties. Instead of citing statistics in a way
that suits the argument of the moment we
should try to find the real reasons for the in-
crease in the crime rate. The irrelevance of the
ratio of police officers to the increasing crime
rate was proved to me where [ looked at the
number of police officers over the years and
compared it with the population. Members will
find that oddly enough in 1950, the year I came
to Western Australia, there were 684 people for
each officer in the Police Force. in 1985 there
were only 473 people per officer in the Police
Force.

Actually, we now have a much higher num-
ber of policemen per population than we had in
1950. 1 have not had the time to take out any
statistics relating to the increase in crime, but
no-one would disagree with me that it has
increased by at least 10-fold since 1950. It
would be difficult to state that the increase has
a direct connection with the increase or de-
crease of the Police Force. There must be other
reasons.

Instead of political parties scolding each
other about this matter, we should look at the
reasons for the increased crime rate and direct
our efforts to minimise the crime rate. Various
suggestions have been made, but it is tremen-
dously important to look at the real reasons
instead of just citing statistics and trying to
prove someone is guilty.

I refer now to another matter which affects
those of us who take our jobs seriously; that is,
the reprinting of Statutes. When we wish to
research a Bill before the House and refer to
parent Acts, it is an enormous job to go through
the dozens of amendments and work them into
the parent Act, in order to understand the
amendments intelligently.

In today's age of computers and word pro-
cessors it should be a priority to print Statutes
on word processors rather than print them as
we usually do and then reprint them occasion-
ally. I would be the first to admit that
reprinting today is carried out more frequently
than it was 10 years ago. We could easily, at a
comparatively small expense, however, achieve
the reprinting of almost every Act at least every
year if the system I have suggested were ac-
cepted.

I refer particularly to the water related Acts,
six or eight of them, which were current during
my time as Minister for Water Resources. At
the time I wanted to consolidate all the Acts
into one but despite the fact that we paid a
considerable sum to employ a consultant, and
despite my efforts while sitting in on drafting
sessions, it was impossible to do so.
Unfortunately, during the last four years of this
Government even less has been done in this
regard.

During this Government's term the Water
Authority of Western Australia has been
created, superseding the Metropolitan Water
Authority, yet there are still more than half a
dozen Acts pertaining to the one authority,
dealing with metropolitan water supplies,
sewerage and drainage. They should all have
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been combined. This is one area the Minister
for Water Resources should look at.

MR LIGHTFOOT (Murchison-Eyre) [7.51
p.m.]: By way of preamble to my contribution
to this debate, I draw the attention 'of the
House to the real alternative of more autonomy
or even secession for Western Australia. In
doing so, I will explain the metamorphosis of
the country during the last 20 years and par-
ticularly of this State since the first settlement
when formal possession was taken on 2 May
1829 until that fateful year of 1901 when we
made the decision to join the federation, with
the assistance of many people from the Eastern
States, brought here by the gold rush.

Somehow we have atrophied in many ways
from that aggressive, youthful vigour we had in
the 70 years leading to the time when we agreed
to join the federation of Australian States.

During the gold rushes of the ISS0s and
1 890s, first in the Kimberley, through the
Pilbara and eventually in the Yilgarn, which
encompasses those magnificent gold discover-
ies by world standards in Kalgoorlie,
Coolgardie, Menzies, Leonora, Laverton, Sand-
stone, Meekatharra, Cue, Mt Magnet, Wiluna
and many other small places in between, we
had a total population of I80 000. That is not
big by any standards, but minuscule in relation
to the one million square miles of this wonder-
ful State.

While we are withering on the vine, as one
Federal member in Canberra said recently, we
should be booming. We are not but we could
be. We have that millstone of the Federal
Government around our necks.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! It is a little
hard for the member for Murchison-Eyre to
deliver his address with the amount of back-
ground chatter coming from his side of the
House.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: The foundations of this
State were laid not only by the discovery of
gold but also by the contribution made by the
people who came here. Without that contri-
bution it would not matter whether the streets
were paved with gold, as some dubious history
reports described the Kalgoorlie Streets. The
people of Western Australia made the State as
great as it is and the people in the east are
holding back our great State. The Eastern
Staters were here during the fateful period 1899
to 1901 when it was agreed very late in the
piece that we would enter the federation. With
a population of 1.45 million, more than one
million of whom live in the city of Perth, I

wonder what would happen 86 years into the
twentieth century if a referendum were held to
decide whether we should remain in the feder-
ation.

There is inherent resentment against Eastern
States' power over us because it extrapolates
into unnecessarily high taxes. The taxes are
among the highest in the world: High fuel tax
so that every time we spend $30 on fuel, $20
goes to the Government coffers, both State and
Federal; high income tax; high tariffs to protect
the Eastern States' manufacturers; high mining
taxes where the Government takes 75c of every
dollar earned by that premier industry; and,
although Esso is not represented in a great way
in petroleum production in this State, it con-
tributes 90c from every dollar earned on the
Bass Strait oil field.

For these high taxes across the board and the
high protective tariffs, which we desperately
need removed, the benefits are: Lack of defence
on our 12 500 kilometres of coastline; the
Pearce Air Force base, which could not poss-
ibly defend itself from the aero club from
Jandakot, with its trainers, lack of armaments
on its planes, and its jet-propelled Tiger Moths.
We have Garden Island with its one channel
which could easily be sabotaged when needed,
and the channel completely cut off thus deny-
ing any ships in the sound access to the sea
unless they were of shallow draught. We have
no submarines. Rumour has it that in order to
assist the Federal member for Kalgoorlie, sub-
.marines may be built in that area. It is only a
rumour!

Mr Thomas: At Sandstone.
Mr LIGHTFQOT: Now the member for

Welshpool is getting close, Sandstone is near
Kalgoorlie!

We have expensive airlines as a result of our
being in the federation. For example, we can
spend $435 and spend eight days, seven nights
in a good-quality hotel in Bali. For a compar-
able amount we can fly from Perth to Sydney
one-way. Those are the benefits of being in the
federation.

We have hanging over cur heads the most
iniquitous tax of all, the gold tax. The Federal
Treasurer steadfastly refuses to say whether
there will or will not be a gold tax.

Mr Court: He will not come to Western
Australia any more.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: He prefers to go overseas
rather than front the people in Western
Australia who produce 80 per cent of this
nation's gold, the vast proport ion of which is
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exported for those desperately-needed export
dollars.

He refuses to come here. And what do we
have? We have the gold tax hanging over our
heads. We have lost our ability to raise income
tax and to place import duties on those goods
which come into this State. We have lost our
ability to accept or not accept migrants. We
have to go cap in hand to Canberra for road
funding; local government must go cap in hand
to Canberra for reimbursement so that it is
funded adequately-or, in most cases,
inadequately. In other words we have become
an emasculated State dependent on a paternal
Canberra. The design is, of course, that we
should be more dependent on that sycophantic,
small enclave from which this federation of
Australian States is run.

We have hard-working people. It does not
matter whether one is of Italian, Greek, or
English extraction, or whether one is Scottish,
German, Yugoslav, or Asian. People come here
for a purpose. They seem to be drawn here with
something common in their backgrounds; that
is, given the opportunities and incentives, they
are prepared to work hard no matter what their
ethnic background. In my view, that is what
makes Western Australians different from the
rest of Australians.

We are, by any measure, cosmopolitan. We
have all these people fromn different parts of the
world, who must be special in order to make
the decision to come here. I will mention some
of our greatest former entrepreneurs, who have
gone down in our history which, short though it
is, is illustrious. Those entrepreneurs are
McArthur, Kidnian, Ansett, De Bernales,
McLachlan, Batman, Myer, Forrest, Barr-
Smith, and Faulkner. They are alive today in
different people. We now have those same
kinds of entrepreneurs, and I have no doubt
these men will go down in history for one
reason or another as the people who moulded
and made this State because they were workers
and were innovative. They gave time and ef-
fort, reaped the reward and deserved it. They
include people such as Dempster, Perron,
Coppins, Roberts, Parry, Hancock, Stokes,
New, Laurance, Bunning, Sarich, Connell,
Jackson, Holmes a Court, and perhaps the
greatest, and gutsiest, and most colourful of
them all, Alan Bond. They have had incentive,
and I trust we will continue to give them incen-
tive.

In fact, perhaps they are the real heroes of
today. Perhaps instead of political statues, and
statues of our war heroes-I am not suggesting

we should remove those, but we do not have
that sort of heroism today to follow as an
example-we should have some statues of
these people sprinkled around Perth and the
State.

However, not only do we have extraordinary
men and women but also we have natural re-
sources. We have massive resources of coal,
iron, salt, nickel, heavy sands, bauxite, natural
gas, petroleum, diamonds, gold, tin, manga-
nese, uranium, rare earths, platinum, and sil-
ver. We have the potential, and the actual, for
other resources and minerals. Look at our
farms. There is massive potential production
there, given the opportunity and leadership.

Yet, if I could be critical, the Burke Govern-
ment-a Government that appears to me to be
a subsidiary of Canberra-has just brought
down a Budget that has been described as a
lemon, and I do not mean that yellow, bitter
citrus fruit. The Macquarie Dictionary de-
scribes a lemon as a dodo, or something dead,
something ineffectual. What does the Budget
do? Does it inspire confidence? Negative. Does
it recoup the millions lost on the abattoir site?
Negative again. Does it seek to reduce the
massive overpayment made for the Fremantle
Gas and Coke Co Lid? Negative. Does it help
develop the rat and vermin-infested brewery
bought by this Government? Negative. Does it
cut down on the journalistic staff of the
Premier-the biggest collection of journalists
employed in this State? Negative again. Does it
help get the computers into every school as the
Premier promised in his election speech? Nega-
tive. Does it stop farmers from going broke
daily? Negative. Does it help to reopen
Leinster, the mining tragedy of the twentieth
century? Negative again.

Does the Budget redress the Government's
insensitivity in raising the rent of Co-operative
Bulk Handling from $100 per annumn to
$93 000 per annum? If members calculate that
in percentage terms they will see that it is absol-
ute robbery. Negative again. Does it demon-
strate its withdrawal of support from the fringe
benefits tax? Negative. Does this Budget ex-
press opposition to the superannuation pro-
ductivity and wages case? Negative again.

Mr MacKinnon: This Government sup-
ported that at the hearings in Melbourne.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: That is the biggest nega-
tive of all. Does this Budget allow for a com-
plete and thorough review of all State taxes and
charges so as to identify the most appropriate
way of cutting the expenditure of this mani-
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festly obese Government? Negative. Has Mr
Burke apologised for misleading the public this
year when he said he was planning a one per
cent growth factor when in fact it was three
times that rate?

I will now switch to other matters.
Mr Watt: Are you looking for pluses?
Mr LIGHTFOOT. I am trying to find same,

but I just cannot. I will illustrate why this State
could be great if it had the right leadership and
if that Federal millstone were broken from
around its neck. For instance, in this State up
to the year 1984-85 we produced nearly $ 1.4
billion in grains. Our total crops have a value of
$1.6 billion in this State, and our total crops
and pasture are worth nearly $1.7 billion. We
can achieve all that with fewer than 1.5 million
people living in the one million square miles of
this fantastic State, or 2.5 million square kilo-
metres in generic terms, with a coastline 12 500
miles long. For those who like statistics, from
the Great Australian Bight to Wyndham up in
the Timor Sea is 2 400 miles, north to south.

We in this State do not have any need to
supplement that banana-shaped operation of
our continent stretching from Newcastle in
New South Wales to Geelong in Victora, if we
make our own decisions. What we earn here
supplements those other States. It keeps us
poor and makes us atrophied. We have the will,
the people, the land, and the resources; but we
do not have the decision-making process. The
Federal Hawke Government, together with the
Burke Government, is leading the way in
spending-everyone knows that. Spending by
all levels of Government in Australia now
totals nearly $91 billion a year.

This is 10 per cent greater than the total
market capitalisation of all the companies
listed on the Australian Associated Stock
Exchianges-l0 per cent more than all that
wealth. This is what Governments spend annu-
ally; they now consume 44 per cent of
Australia's national income. That means thit
the average Australian who scants work on I
January has to work until 12 June to pay the
Governments the $91 billion they gobble up.

Commonwealth taxes in 1983 were 163
times greater than the total profit of BHP, if I
can stick to the stock exchange analogy. In that
year over 90 per cent of Esso's income from oil
production in Bass Strait went to the Govern-
ment in taxes and levies. Interest payments on
Australia's national debt are almost twice as
much as our spending on defence forces. Is it
any wonder we do not have a defence force?

We now have the lowest number of serving
men since the war.

The purchasing power of the Australian dol-
lar has fallen to about 25 per cent of its 1970
value. Is it any wonder when one looks at some
of the Federal Budget items? For instance, the
bicentennial colours were changed from blue
and gold to green and gold, That is not bad if
someone has a preference for green over blue.
Let us change them!

Mr Crane: They must have had a lot of gold
paint.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: Actually they did not;
they had to pay for it because it cost $254 000
to change the bicentennial colours from blue
and gold to green and gold.

The 1983 summit of consensus, which Mr
Hawke is wont to call every now and again,
cost $5 5 0000. The International Year of Peace
will cost around $3 million over two years, I
think perhaps that "Peace" should be spelt
"Piece". The national drug campaign, which
the member for Mt Lawley has brought so viv-
idly to the attention of this House and in which
this Government does not seem to be
participating-

Mr Taylor: That is not true. I have attended
two or three meetings in relation to that. A
number of agencies in Western Australia, in-
cluding the police and other law enforcement
agencies, have done very well.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: There seems to be an in-
crease in drug-related offences in this State.

Mr Cash: It is 74 per cent in two years.
Mr LIGHTFOOT: That is the sort of thing I

am referring to.
Mr Taylor interjected.
Mr LIGHTFOOT: I would certainly partici-

pate in Operation Noah.
Mr Taylor: It is a Commonwealth matter.
Mr LIGHTFOOT: I would participate in the

Commonwealth initiated drug offensive. That
is what we should do.

Mr Taylor You are just mouthing off.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: Allow me to continue
!mouthing off. The national drug campaign will
cost around $100 million with the substantial
amount of $1.4 million going to printers for a
booklet. The postage for one booklet alone was
$256 000; advertising agencies have received
more than $1 million to date, and
administration is estimated to take 60 per cent
of the cost of the total campaign, so there is
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three-quarters of the budget gone on
administration.

The fringe benefits tax booklet was printed
and distributed and for some reason received
by people in Western Australia prior to the
approval of Federal Parliament. It was factu-
ally incorrect at the time it was received. That
abortive exercise cost $180 000 to print and
$170 000 to post, in spite of the booklet's
inadequacies. It cost another $2 million to ad-
vertise the damn thing, as the member for East
Melville said.

Mr MacKinnon: That was a waste of $2
million.

Mr LIGHTFOQT: It was money down the
gurgier, but there is more to come. Australian
ambassadors overseas cost an arm and a leg. I
refer to the Ambassador for Disarmament, the
bloke who wants us to go around baring our
bellies for everyone to take a shot at; his yearly
rent alone is $172 000, but the cost of his ser-
vants is $1 800 a week. That is to prop him up
and tell him when to open his shirt and bare his
belly to the world. The trade ambassador's
rental costs $270 000, and the Ambassador for
the General Agreement on Tariff and Trade
costs $168 000 a year in rental.

The Federal Government's propaganda unit,
if I can put it that way and I do not mean it in a
nasty way-it is known as the national media
liaison service-costs over S I million a year.
The Constitutional Commission, which is go-
ing to bring us into the twentieth century and
tell us what are our rights because we have not
known what they are for the last 200 years, will
cost around $4.5 million over its two-and-a-
half year life. The Commission on the Future
has cost around $220 000 to date, with
$146 000 spent on consultants last year-

I am saying this to illustrate what we in
Western Australia have to pay for the privilege
of being in the Federation. This money comes
from Western Australians, those people who
make up eight per cent of the nation and earn
25 per cent of its export income. I have to ask:
Is it worth it? Scratch any parliamentarian on
either side of this House, and if he is honest he
will say, "Let us go it alone." I do not confine
my statement to this House; it applies to the
whole Parliament. What do we need the east
for?

The Interstate Commission has cost around
$1 million a year to run since its inception.
This was at September 1986, and the only in-
quiry before it related to the transport of bulk
salt. The Federal Government is not a racist

Government by any means because it has set
aside $334 000 for 20 young people of non-
Anglo-Celtic origins to take part in the intro-
duction of a young ethnic voice on radio.

Let us look at the unions and the funding
they are receiving from these benevolent, far-
reaching Federal sycophants. Union funding
for the arts remainrs a scandal with $ 1. 5 m illIion
being handed over to date. The question re-
mains: Who is responsible for the arts? It must
be Mr Willis because he has some union
cronies. I will give some examples. The sum of
$8 272 was given to the Food Preservers Union
for leadlight and ceramic classes; $114 000 was
given to the Victorian Trades Hall Council for
artists in residence, art workshops, etc. The
same body received a further $249 677 for
compiling and cataloguing information relating
to arts and working life.

An amount of $320 000 was allocated to the
United Trades and Labour Council of South
Australia for its arts programme including a
storyteller and songwriter. One would need to
tell some of those fellows stories over there.
The Wihliamiown naval dockyard, that bastion
of law and order, received numerous rants for
murals, witers' work, and the like and received
a supplementary grant of $4 100 for a musician
in residence. An amount of $16 000 was
allocated to the Australian Insurance Em-
ployees Union for an artist in residence and a
printmaker. An amount of $15 000 was
allocated to the Storeman and Packers Union
for a project on art and $35 000 was allocated
to the Union of Australian Women to research
its history. It had already collated it but
received $35 000 to collate work that had
already been collated. An amount of $5 000
was allocated to the National Network of
Young Lesbians and Homosexual Men. Five
thousand dollars was allocated to the Sydney
Gay Mardi Gras Association for Artwork, fees,
and festival workers. Is it any wonder that we
see headlines like "Trade hits record low" in
the Daily News? That had nothing to do with
Western Australia.

Western Australians comprise only eight per
cent of the population of Australia hut we will
produce 100 tonnes of gold this year and record
tonnages of iron ore. No-one can say that eight
per cent of people who produce 25 per cent of
this country's income contribute to this de-
bacle. The cause is this inept Government.
That headline further illustrates why we should
secede. I have read the Constitution and cannot
see how it impedes us from seceding. It does
not mention anything about secession.
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Mr Watt: For the benefit of Mansard, tell us
what that newspaper headline said.

Mr LIGH-TFOOT: It appeared in the Daily
News of Thursday, 13 November. It said,
"Trade hits record low". That record low
meant that the imbalance between exports and
imparts totalled $L.73 billion. That is frighten-
ing.

In conclusion, I wish to draw to the House's
attention to a few More figures with regard to
interstate trade in case someone among us has
apprehensions about whether we could survive
without that very important interstate trade. It
is practically a one-way traffic. Thousands of
semitrailers come here,' laden and go back
unladen. The Eastern Stares need us; we do not
need the other two-thirds of Australia. Far
example, the interstate direction of trade in
1984-85 indicated that we imported into West-
ern Australia $4.3 billion-worth of goods from
the east. We exported to the east a little over
$1.5 billion-worth of goods; and members can
see a great discrepancy there. The excess of
imports over exports was in the vicinity of $2.9
billion dollars in favour of the Eastern States.
One might say that is okay because it is all
Australian dollars. However, the fact is that we
are importing into this State goods with high
tariffs and high taxes such as motor cars, foot-
wear, and clothing that we could otherwise
import at a fraction of the price from overseas
if we were independent.

Our foreign exports and imports are roughly
the other way around. We import from places
other than the Australian States $2.1 billion-
worth of goods in approximate figures. We ex-
port over $6 billion-worth of products, and the
excess of exports over imports in this case is
about $4 billion. That is not dissipated or
distributed here but is distributed throughout
Australia. it helps the rest of Australia and
helps the big spending Governments in the
east. That money should stay here where it is
earned.

We have a total interstate and foreign trade
import figure of $6.5 billion and an export fig-
ure of $7.6 billion, leaving an excess of exports
over imports of $ 1.1 billion. We are suffering
the impost of having to import because of trade
and import restrictions, farm machinery,
trucks, motor cars, and footwear, and we are
protecting jobs in the east. No-one should try to
tell me that nothing impedes our getting out
and going it alone. No-one should tell me that
we need the east for protection or that we
would not be better off if we were fully auton-
omous, because of course we would. Members

have seen the headline, "Trade hits record
low" indicating a record imbalance of $1.73
billion for the month. We do not want that
impost here. We do not need those sorts of
Govern men t-inspi red deficits.

We should be making the greatest advances
in our history. The world has made the greatest
scientific advances in history, and what have
we done? We cannot build enough homes in
the outback for our Aborigines and white
Australians. We cannot even prevent the de-
cline of our Aboriginal people. The Federal
member for Kalgoorlie in that sycophantic
capital of Canberra purportedly said that he
wood be happy if the States withered on the
vine. He said Western Australia is superfluous,
and he represents an electorate in Western
Australia. Canberra is omnipotent at the mo-
ment. However, we should be in charge of our
future. Secession is not frightening. I can see
advances being made in technology, education,
defence, and wealth. I cannot see anything in
the Constitution preventing our secession. The
founding fathers perhaps could never have
envisaged that we would talk about it, but then
I do not suppose they could have envisaged a
debate on the fettering control of socialism on
us all-and it seems to be tightening weekly, in
both senses.

As I said, we are now in an age where we are
seeing the greatest technological and scientific
advances in our history, and what have we
done? We are still exporting iron ore instead of
steel and wool in bales instead of yam. We
have been pulled down to near bankruptcy. I
do not know whether any propaganda will be
able to stop our eventually finding out how low
we have gone. I feel that the only way we can
arrest the decay, the dissent, and the disease
that is affecting us all, not because of anything
we have done, is to secede.

We have the will and the brevet from the
people. Put properly and succinctly by some-
one with a statesman-like attitude and demean-
our, it could be done. We already have the
economic wherewithal. We already have the
potency of that hard work and vigour brought
by many people from many pants of the world.
We can do it. On behalf of all those people like
me who would want to get rid of that sycophan-
tic, malignant Canberra, I would like to know
where this House stands on autonomy and se-
cession.

My timne has not quite run out. Once again,
like all good politicians, I did not intend to talk
for quite as long as I have. My intention tonight
was not to frighten people or to make them feel
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insecure; I spoke from my heart. I feel that this
great State of Western Australia can go ahead
and develop to the point where it reaches a
fraction of its potential only if we are in charge
of our own future, if we are our own men and
women. We have the will; we have the econ-
omics;, we have the respect of the world; and we
have the bard working people. Why is it then
that we need Canberra? We need at "Boston
Tea Party" here. We do not need that enclave
over there in Canberra, because without feder-
ation Canberra is nothing. It feeds on us and it
feeds more per capita on Western Australians
than it feeds on the people in any other State in
this nation.

I thank the House for its indulgence. I re-
spect the relative silence in which I was heard.

DR LAWRENCE (Subiaco) [8.32 p.m.]: My
speech this evening will not be as wide-ranging,
as eclectic, or as long as that of the member for
Murchison-Eyre. I want to draw attention,
however, to a problem in our community
which, although it does not command the head-
lines as, for example, heroin overdoses and
deaths do, is nonetheless a very serious prob-
lem and one we are inclined to overlook be-
cause it is an extreme form of behaviour that
many of us engage in from time to time. I want
to draw attention to a very long-standing prob-
1em in Australia; that is, the problem of com-
pulsive gambling.

Since I have been in the Parliament, I have
heard many members of Parliament engaging
in various forms of betting and wagering.
While I do not decry that-I am aware of the
fact that for those people it is a forn of enter-
tainment and release-it is a scourge for the
people for whom that behaviour has got out of
control. Australia is a nation of heavy gam-
blers. it is in fact the world leader in gambling
expenditure per capita. At the turn of the cen-
tury a visitor to Australia described Australians
as "devoted to gambling and incapable of hard
work". It may be that that person was a dis-
gruntled and unhappy expatriate, but
nonetheless he captured something of the prob-
lem.

Gambling has always occupied an equivocal
position in our national life. On the one hand it
attracts massive public participation, and on
the other continuous criticism on moral, social,
and economic grounds. From the outset, I state
that I am neither for nor against gambling. I
must confess that in most forms of gambling I
am a rank amateur.

Mr Court: You like to have two bob each-
way.

Dr LAWRENCE- Not in a seat like mine.
The only form of gambling in which I think I
have ever engaged was to stand for the seat of
Subiaco.

Governments of any shade are very depen-
dent on the proceeds of gambling, and I do not
decry this fact. However, I suggest that as a
community we should make serious attempts
to help) those who suffer from the extreme
forns of this behaviour. As with drinking, it
can be a harmless, occasional pastime, or a
compulsive form of behaviour with heavy indi-
vidual and social costs. It is the latter form of
behaviour to which I wish to call attention.

There are many reasons people wish to en-
gage in gambling, the first of which, we are
told, is economic gain; but from my observa-
tion, the result is mostly losses except for those
few professional gamblers who seem to make a
success of it. Other reasons are entertainment
and enjoyment. Some people engage in gam-
bling because they like to take risks, and others
because it gives them a sense of achievement
which they could not otherwise obtain in their
everyday lives. There have been many attempts
to characterise problem gamblers and the cir-
cumstances ini which gambling produces per-
sonal and social dislocation. One of the more
unintentionally amusing statements by a
psychoanalyst-a member of my profession-
describes gambling as "an unconscious
substitute and outlet for a variety of forbidden,
guilt-provoking, pre-genital, libidinal and ag-
gressive impulses, particularly those connected
with unresolved oedipal complexes". While I
have made some fairly careful observations of
members of this House, [ have not yet got to
the point of feeling that I could describe them
in those terms.

The problem gambler is destructive not only
to himself or herself, but also to the family.
High rates of gambling arc known to be
associated with high rates of divorce, suicide,
and poverty.

Mr Watt: Do you have any idea how many
suicides have taken place since the casino was
established?

Dr LAWRENCE: It is very hard to relate it
to particular forms of gambling. It is a problem
that has been with us since people bet on
whether the sun would rise the next day,
depending on whether they were flat-earthens
or not. I do not think a particular form of
gambling can be blamed.
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Mr Watt: I am genuinely interested in
whether you have any statistics.

Dr LAWRENCE: It would be impossible to
attribute a particular suicide to any one event.
All we can say is that compulsive problem gain-
blers are apparently more likely to suicide, as
are alcoholics and the like, than are people for
wham it is not a problem.

Mr Watt: Can you tell us whether the suicide
rate has gone up since the casino was estab-
lished?

Dr LAWRENCE: The suicide rate has not
gone up, as far as 1 can determine.

Mr Rushton: The casino has been blamed for
influencing a number of deaths. Are you saying
that that is the case?

Dr LAWRENCE: I am saying that as far as I
can see from the statistics-and unlike some
members of the Opposition, I do not look at
the statistics on a year-by-year basis, but
averaged over a longer period of time-it
would be very hard to attribute changes in
suicide patterns to the casino. As far as I know,
there has been no per capita increase in any
case.

Problem gambling is largely an invisible
problem. We have no reliable statistics on ex-
cessive problem gambling or associated prob-
lems, and therein lies pant of the answer to the
question raised by the member for Albany. We
do know that those with fewer resources are
most likely to be affected and that those most
at risk are people who regularly panticipate, in-
itially quite innocently; people who use easily
accessible forms of gambling where continuous
gambling is possible and they have little dispos-
able income and always wish that life would be
rather better.

In Western Australia the number of legal
ways to gamble has increased in recent years.
This is partly the result of improved technology
and increasing leisure time. The most obvious
addition is the Burswood Casino, but people
are also able to bet at home with the Totalisator
Agency Board using the Telecom Viabet
system, and to gamble on instant lotteries and
so on. htis time to ask who is winning and who
is losing in our society from all this action. The
winners are those who enjoy having a bet; those
who enjoy the excitement and the risk-taking;
and those who are willing and able to spend
some money on this form of entertainment.
They do not mind losing because basically they
are paying for this entertainment in the same
way as they would pay to go to a play, movie,
or whatever. Some even gamble in a sociable

way with friends. Eighty to 90 per cent of
people gamble a few times a year or more.
About five per cent gamble two to three times a
week.

Other winners are those in the gambling in-
dustry or other related industries supported by
gambling money-for example, bloodstock in-
dustries, jockeys, vets, casino employees. The
racing and trotting industries and the casino all
create employment, and I would be the last to
oppose that.

Another winner, of course, is the Govern-
ment. Last year over $30 million was paid in
taxation by the TAB, the WATC, bookmakers,
soccer pools, and the casino. This year it will be
larger, with a bigger contribution from the ca-
sino. The Lotteries Commission also raises
funds to be used at the Government's dis-
cretion. I know that many members' electorates
have benefited from the disbursement of those
funds among their local community groups.

The losers, however, are those who are not
able to stop gambling-that is, the compulsive
gamblers. For some people gambling becomes
an obsession which completely dominates their
lives, taking up all their time, money, and
concentration, to the exclusion of family,
friends, and business interests. It is estimated
that there are between 5 000 and 10 000 com-
pulsive gamblers in Perth. These are very rough
estimates based on other national studies. They
may be brought to the notice of the public
through business failures, as with the recently
publicised WA Pine scandal; or through crimes
involving money, as with the New Norcia
painting thefts in which one of the thieves was
previously bankrupted through gambling
losses; or through suicide attempts.

The other group are those who are affected
because compulsive gamblers take time,
money, and attention away from their families
and business associates. It has been estimated
that compulsive gambling adversely affects
another 10 people as well as the actual gambler.

At present Perth is undertaking what is really
a social experiment with a large casino in a
large urban area. This has been done nowhere
else in the world, other than Adelaide-and
perhaps Brisbane. Eighty per cent of the ca-
sino's income is expected to come from the
Perth mietropolitan area. Some of this will be
taken from places such as nightclubs and other
forms of betting such as the TAB.
Approximately $25 million to $30 million was
left at the casino in the first six months of 1986
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by Perth people. I hope we will find the social
costs of this experiment will be minimal.

I would like briefly to refer to the sort of lives
compulsive gamblers live. I have before me the
story of a compulsive gambler. This is a young
man who said that until February 1983 he had
led a life of misery. He had an early fascination
with card games, horseracing, and other forms
of gambling. Innocent and harmless as it
seemed, he was soon borrowing from banks
with personal loans, and from friends and
others. Eventually he came to suffer severe per-
sonal and emotional stress as a result of his
financial difficulties. He was plunged into an
abyss of compulsive gambling. He says, "I have
lived and been in hell in a way only another
compulsive gambler could understand."

He says he spent many hours each week
preparing for or recovering from gambling on
horses, greyhounds, and trotters. The only part
of his life which had any importance to him
was gambling. He says he ignored his wife and
her needs, paid lip-service to fatherhood, and
gave only poor attendance to his work.

This situation deteriorated, and gradually he
lost more and more money, as compulsive
gamblers do, and he resorted to stealing from
family and clients and paying household ac-
counts only after threats of legal proceedings.
He says he lived in a constant state of nerves,
withdrawing from society and ignoring his fam-
ily. He was eventually taken to an asylum for
the insane.

He asks, "Can you understand how a well-
educated person with two university degrees,
from a comfortable middle-class family, could
be so compelled to gamble that his life could
only end in death?"

He said his health deteriorated. He would
walk across the road to avoid speaking to cli-
ents and acquaintances. He said, "I was killing
myself as surely as an acoholic who continues
to drink, yet my disease was hidden from fam-
ily and friends. No-one realised why I had
changed from a happy, fun-loving teenager to a
morose shell of a man." I want to say to mem-
bers today that until Governments of all per-
suasions and the community appreciate the ex-
tent and enormity of the problem of compul-
sive gambling, many families and our whole
community will continue to suffer as that man
suffered.

I want to use the opportunity to announce
the formation of a group with which I will be
involved. The aim of our group will be to pro-
mote the concept of compulsive gambling as a
(137)

psycho-social problem through education and
information distribution, to increase public
awareness of compulsive gambling as a treat-
able condition, and to advocate the view that
any organisations, including Governments,
which derive revenue from legal gambling,
should be encouraged to recognise those ad-
versely affected by gambling and assist them.
Our group will advocate the establishment of
treatment centres, encourage treatment of com-
pulsive gamblers, educate the community
about the existence of such problems, and ad-
vise where help can be received if problems
arise.

We wish to encourage research and training
programmes for professional and non-pro-
fessionals alike. If such a group is to succeed we
want to attract membership from all con-
cerned.

The launching of this group, which we hope
will have connections with the Australian
national council on compulsive gambling, is
tomorrow night.

I thank members for their attention.
MR SCHELL (Mt Marshall) [8.45 p.mn.]:

Since my election I have become more and
more concerned at the Government's lack of
priority in funding for an ongoing programme
of reticulating designated water-deficient areas
and upgrading present schemes for the agricul-
tural areas and the goldfields.

I believe that for political reasons Govern-
ments of all colours have avoided this problem
for the past 15 years. It is essential that an
adequate supply of clean, fresh water be
eventually made available to all settled areas of
our dry hinterland for household and livestock
use. While I hold a seat in this Parliament I
intend to work towards this goal.

At the turn of the century a man called C. Y.
O'Connor had a great vision which he carried
into effect. He got water to the dry hinterland
of this State, particularly the goldfields. He
solved a problem which existed at that time. It
is time another person or Government had a
vision of this nature.

A man of vision like C. Y. O'Connor appears
only once a century. This century is nearly
over, so perhaps such a person will appear
among us shortly.

It is not a question of whether water is avail-
able; it is there underground. All it needs is the
means of getting it inland. This is the big prob-
lem, and it exists throughout Australia. It is
something we must face in this State. We must
get enough of this water inland.
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The Government has been pushing the con-
servation of water on farms and rock catch-
ments, and this is very important. In the dry
wheatlands of Western Australia, this has
proved not to be a solution to the problem,
only a means of some assistance. The only way
to find an adequate supply of suitable fresh
water to maintain the standard of living
Australians desire is to have a reticulated water
scheme throughout the wheat-bellt, the gold-
fields, and all settled areas in the hinterland of
this State.

This will not be achieved overnight. It needs
men and women of vision to carry out this
programme. In the farming industry, viability
is ha rd to maintain in certain areas. An
adequate supply of water would ensure farmers
in the wheat areas, which are now basically
only grain growing areas, could switch to live-
stock-not only livestock on the broad acre
basis, but also an intensive livestock industry.
The farmers produce the grain, which is not as
saleable as it was in the past. Perhaps this grain
could be put to use in other forms of rural
industry, particularly the livestock industry. If
we have enough water we would be able to do
this. It would give the opportunity to make
livestocking a viable industry in this area.

Mr Rushton: The Agaton scheme.
Mr SCHELL: The Agaton scheme is import-

ant in Western Australia. Last Friday I was
fortunate enough to tour part of the Agaton
area where the scheme is to go, with the Minis-
ter for Water Resources. It was a very fruitful
day for me, and it was good to be pant of the
Minister's team and see what sort of a man he
is and the vision he has for water for this State.
I hope some other members on his side of the
House can see what he can see and the needs
that he can see for these areas and for the fu-
ture of Western Australia by making a supply
of water available.

Initially in getting reticulated schemes off the
ground we must work on the Agaton scheme
and the Hamrs River dam. According to the
department, these two projects will cover the
most water-deficient areas in the State.

A certain amount of money must be
allocated annually towards this. When these
schemes are completed, there must be an
ongoing programme of reticulation of the rest
of the dry areas of the State. It is not a good
policy to wait until we are confronted with a
problem and then look for a solution; it is bet-
ter to be one step ahead. At the moment when
problems arise the Western Australian Water

Authority starts upgrading the pipes to enable
enough water to get through. It is important
that we are not behind a problem like this, but
rather that we are ahead of it so that when it
arises we have the water available.

When considering the costs of expansion of
our water supplies we must bear in mind the
contribution to the economy of these areas and
the rights of all Australians to an acceptable
standard of living. Those matters must be given
priority over decisions based purely on the re-
coupment of money from the water sold.

I move on to the second matter I wish to
debate tonight and this is the problem arising
from the grave financial situation facing many
farmers in the wheat-belt because of the rapid
rise in costs coupled with a weak marketplace.
Their situation over recent years has been ag-
gravated by a number of droughts.

Already in certain areas many farmers are
leaving the land. I do not know whether anyone
here read an article in the National Farmer
about a man named Malcolm Slater living in
the Molerin area. It is a drought area and a lot
of people like him have left it. A great deal of
the land has been left although some is leased
out. There is one area of settled wheat-belt
country north of Beacon and Molerin where
one can travel 30 miles without finding a
homestead lived in.

Last week I was made aware of a problem
that is coming to prominence in this area, and I
refer now to vermin, in this case emus. The
farmers in the Molerin area are having to go
out each morning and night to shoot emus in
order to save their crops. The reason for the
increase in vermin is the number of farmers
who are leaving the area, especially the number
who have left over the last 12 months. The
situation will deteriorate even further over the
next year or two.

The Government must decide whether to al-
low this country to become overrun by vermin
by turning its back on it, or to do something
about the problem. It must also face up to the
weed problem. Imagine the problems caused if
skeleton weed were to get away in some of
these areas; imagine the problems agriculture
would face in these areas over the next century
in trying to control that weed. Some of the
older members here might remember the De-
pression years. From what I have been told,
rabbits were the major problem then. It seems
they just about ruined a lot of country because
farmers left the land.
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It is important that this developed farmland
be maintained. The Minister for Agriculture
should look very seriously at trying to ensure
that these farmers are kept on the land on a
maintenance basis until the farming industry
improves. We all know that the industry goes
in cycles. I do not know when this down cycle
will change, but sure as eggs if we go on history,
things will improve and the farming industry
will once again experience boom conditions.
Until that time at least a certain number of
farmers in these areas should have their current
debts frozen for three to five years and be kept
on the land on a maintenance budget. In other
words, these debts should be frozen. The
farmers should not have to meet commitments
on their debts until the three to five years are
up. They should be provided with enough
finance to put in a crop which would keep them
going and allow them to maintain the property,
keeping the land productive and the vermin
down. As long as they did not get into further
debt, in three to five years they might be able to
carry on on their own. When the financial situ-
ation improves their circumstances should be
reviewed, and their loans could be redrawn and
they could repay their debts over a set period at
the current rates of interest. This would save
the land from becoming unproductive and
overrun with vermin and weeds; the land
would be kept for agricultural production for
future generations.

This is a drastic measure, but drastic situ-
ations require drastic measures. Unless these
farmers can be replaced by viable farmers from
other areas, this is one alternative the Minister
for Agriculture and the Government should be
looking at. I do not believe that in the next year
or two there is any likelihood of new farmners
coming in to make a go of it, so it is better to
keep the farmers who are presently there.

*Some farmers are failures and have not
farmed correctly over the years. These farmers
will leave the area regardless. The genuine
farmers in the area should be kept there be-
cause they will make excellent farmers in the
future when things come good again. Certainly
.the first thing they would do is avoid again
getting themselves in the financial situation
they are in now. This brings to mind my
own father. I can recall that in my younger days
there was no way that he would borrow money.
He would rather go without than borrow
money because he did not want to see us in the
situation of the family during the Depression
years. This would be the attitude of many of

these farmers. If the farmers in the area were
lost to the area and replaced by new farmers,
the new farmers would end up in the same
position because it is obvious the new farmers
would make the same mistakes the current
farmers have made over the last 20 years.

I have covered two of the major problems
facing my electorate which are also related to
Budget spending. I do not believe in making
long speeches unless they are absolutely necess-
ary, so I will resume my seat.

MRS WATKINS (Joondalup) [8.58 p.m.]:
Like the member for Mt Marshall I also intend
to be brief. It would be remiss of me as a
backbench local member of Parliament not to
refer to some local issues. The first thing I in-
tend doing is to talk about the issue of health as
it relates to the Wanneroo Hospital.

Last week in this place the member for
Murray-Wellington cast a very serious slur on
our most excellent public health system and
further suggested that the Minister for Health
was more interested in saving dollars than in
caring for the sick and needy. I said then and
repeat that is absolute, arrant nonsense. I in-
tend to tell members just how much this Minis-
ter for Health does care about people and in
doing so I intend to refer to my local public
hospital, the Wanneroo Hospital.

The member for Murray-Wellington also
suggested in his excuse for a speech that our
whole health system is falling apart. I invite the
member to visit the Wannerco Hospital and
talk to doctors, nurses, and other staff. I am
sure they will give the member a very different
story from that he had obviously been told by
some scurrilous person.

Members might well recall the former Minis-
ter for Health introducing a new system of
payments for doctors in public, non-teaching
hospitals so that instead of receiving fee for
service, doctors would be paid on a sessional
basis. This method of payment was unaccept-
able to many doctors in my area, who then
chose not to practice at the Wanneroo public
hospital. I believe the member for Murray-
Wellington's brother was one of them. So much
for the Hippocratic oath and caring for people
before dollars.

I know that my colleague, the member for
Canning, said in her speech that such doctors
do exist, so I do not want to embellish that.
However, I am very grateful to be able to tell
you, Mr Deputy Speaker, that the team of doc-
tors and specialists who work exceptionally
well at Wanneroo Hospital have accepted
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sessional payments, albeit reluctantly when
first introduced.

Recently those same hospital doctors at
Wanneroo, as well as those elsewhere, were
given a choice of remaining on sessional pay-
ments or returning to fee for service. I am de-
lighted to inform the House that the
unanimous verdict at Wanneroo was to stay
with sessional payments. I am very aware that
the situation was different in other places.
However, the doctors at Wanneroo have seen
the benefits of working on this basis and are
dedicated to the success of the hospital.

Those same doctors are also very impressed
with the Minister for Health, and I know that
doctors have a tendency to be conservative. It
is quite magnificent, therefore, to hear this
well-chosen praise.

A short time ago I was contacted by my gen-
eral practitioner who happens to be the chair-
man of the management advisory committee of
the hospital. He was concerned that the physio-
therapist employed at the hospital could no
longer cope with her enormous workload. She
was providing physiotherapy for both
inpatients and outpatients. A decision was
made that the physiotherapist should discon-
tinue her work for outpatients and concentrate
her skills on those patients admitted to the hos-
pital until such time as a second physiothera-
pist could be employed. The decision was made
most reluctantly; however, it was made out of
necessity.

The decision caused much distress for the
many people who utilise the services of this
excellent hospital and this excellent physio-
therapist, as it meant they would have to travel
to Osborne Park or even further which, for
those elderly people who live as far away as
Lancelin and Yanchep, would be a heavy bur-
den.

The general practitioner told me that there
was an urgent need to expand the hospital in
order to accommodate the therapies offered by
the hospital including Silver Chain, palliative
care, speech pathology, and antenatal classes.
Currently, antenatal classes are held in the
lobby of the hospital near the hospital auxiliary
shop. I know that not too many members of
this House have been pregnant, but for those of
us who have been and who have attended these
classes with their husbands, they will know
that, when one's tummy is round and lumpy to
parlicipate in the public eye is embarrasing.
The palliative care unit occupies a two-bed
room on the first floor and speech therapy

takes place in a cramped room on the ground
floor.

I suggested to my general practitioner that I
believed that he and members of the manage-
ment advisory committee should meet infor-
mally with the Minister for Health so that the
Minister could hear first-hand what the situ-
ation was. The situation was being caused by
more and more people using the hospital. I
guess word has spread quickly. I confess that
the GP did not really believe I would be able to
achieve a meeting with the Minister for Health,
particularly on an informal basis. However, the
meeting took place in this building on 21
October. Eight or nine doctors were in attend-
ance, as were the Minister and 1. The Minister
listened intently to the doctors for Over an
hour. At the end he promised he would take
steps to resolve the situation, including visiting
the hospital to see the situation for himself.

True to his word, the Minister took action
and announced on 31 October, just 10 days
after the meeting, that a second physiotherapist
would commence duties at Wanneroo Hospital
on Monday 3 November. On that day, also, the
Minister, accompanied by me and my upper
House colleague, Hon. John Halden, visited the
Wanneroo Hospital. He saw for himself the
urgent need for expansion. He was also able to
speak freely with the nursing staff who showed
him no hostility whatsoever; on the contrary,
they were delighted at his questions and obvi-
ous concern. I guess, therefore, that the Oppo-
sition should be talking to the nurses in those
sorts of hospitals and seeing the support they
are giving to a caring Minister for Health.

As a result of the consultations and the visits
I have outlined, I advise members that the
Wanneroo, Hospital is to be expanded by en-
closing the undercroft area. The proposed ex-
pansions will occur in two stages, the first stage
costing approximately $270 000. Funds have
been made available in this current year's SR
and E programme. The first stage wilt provide a
suite for speech pathology, an office and store
for Silver Chain, a waiting room and toilets,
additional records storage area, and a seminar
room or group space area created by the
underutilised dining area. This latter space will
be used for antenatal classes. The balance of
the facilities will be procured as demand and
funding dictates and are anticipated to include
a more appropriate group room, social worker's
office, and enhanced Silver Chain area.

I wish to publicly thank the Minister on be-
half not only of residents of my electorate, but
also of all residents in the northern suburbs
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who have this wonderful facility. I thank him
for the actions he took to ensure that the hospi-
tal is extended. That will mean a great deal to
my constituents. The Minister's actions will
certainly enhance the community-based nature
of the hospital which is a credit to our public
hospital system.

While l am on the subject of health, I wish to
also make some remarks about the out-of-hours
locum service offered to Wannerco residents. I
do not like to criticise doctors, but, in this case,
I think they warrant criticism.

Mr Crane: We have three in this place.
Mrs WATKINS: They are not medical doc-

tors. One is a psychologist; maybe she should
look at the member for Moore.

In my opinion, many of the locum doctors
are enideavouring to undermine the fine ser-
vices offered by Wanneroo Hospital by telling
patients whom they see after hours in what is
usually a crisis situation that the patient should
not go to Wanneroo Hospital as the hospital
does not have the facilities to cope with the
patient's particular problem. They suggest
there is no surgeon on call for 24 hours-a-day to
operate in an emergency situation. That is non-
sense as there are specialist surgeons, obste-
tricians, and pediatricians, on call 24 hours-a-
day.

To enlighten members on the seriousness of
this sort of pressure, I will outline one of the
many cases that has been brought to my atten-
tion in recent weeks. A constituent recently had
cause to contact the locum service late at night.
She was suffering from severe stomach cramps,
vomiting profusely, and in a great deal of pain.
She contacted the service at about 9.30 p.m.
and a locum duly attended and administered
the appropriate drugs and suggested to my con-
stituent that she had a gallbladder problem. "If
the pain got worse during the night", said the
locum doctor, "she should go into ho~spital"."
However, he was at pains to insist she must go
to either Royal Perth Hospital or Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital as the Wanneroo Hospital
could not treat her. He further alleged that it
was because of a socialist Government that the
services of the Wanneroo Hospital could not
provide her with an emergency operation. The
woman became most distressed and told the
locum she did not think that was correct. The
doctor persisted and my constituent, already in
a considerable amount of pain, did not have
the energy to argue with him and, in fact, burst
into tears. She then did a sensible thing and
rang me here at Parliament House.

I think this locum was very cruel because,
knowing his patient was in pain, he decided he
would add a large dose of stress to her con-
dition, and said, "Sorry, lady, you can't go to
your local hospital even though you have four
children and you will have difficulty in going to
the city. I know that is tough but this socialist
Government has stuffed things up well and
truly. You will have to go to a hospital in the
city."

My constituent rang me at 10.30 and related
the whole incident. I assured her in somewhat
colourful language that the doctor was incor-
rect and told her I would contact the hospital
myself and call her within the next five min-
utes. I rang the hospital and spoke to the sister
in charge and explained the scenario to her. She
also, in similarly colourful language, told me it
was nonsense and if the woman was to be ad-
mitted that evening she would be seen by one
of the doctors on call at the hospital. If necess-
ary, a specialist or surgeon would be called in
for a second opinion; she would be admitted
and if necessary an emergency operation would
be carried out. Further, I was told it was quite
normal for the hospital to carry out emergency
operations at all hours of the day and night.

I relayed this information to my constituent
and suggested she attend the hospital that
night. She was a very wise person and followed
my advice. Within an hour of her arrival at the
hospital she had seen a surgeon and was admit-
ted as a patient. Suffice it to say this particular
case had a happy ending.

I wonder how many other patients treated by
locums are given incorrect advice and accept
that incorrect advice resulting in a very long
trip to the city in order to obtain treatment
which was available at their local hospital. I
know the nursing staff and doctors at the
Wanneroo Hospital are aware this sort of thing
is happening. I have made sure that they are
aware. I am advised the doctors at the hospital
are taking steps to ensure the locurn doctors
give to their patients correct information about
the Wanneroo Hospital.

It would be remiss of me not to mention the
education facilities in my area. It is a pity the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition is not here
because there is a commonality between the
two electorates we serve; they are both enor-
mous. I believe his electorate has now about
30 000 electors, and mine has 29 000. Obvi-
ously, with burgeoning electorates, there is a
growing demand to have extra schools. We in
the northern suburbs seem to be prolific at
breeding children because we have a very
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young population. The pressures on the Minis-
ter for Education and the Education Depart-
ment for my schools are mounting.

Mr Crane: Have you not heard of myxoma-
tosis?

Mrs WATKINS: Myxomatosis is a rabbit
disease, but the member for Moore is a farmer
so he should know more about things like that.
If he had listened carefully he would have
realised that I was talking about the fact that
the Minister for Education does understand the
needs of a burgeoning electorate. As the mem-
ber for Moore would know, my electorate bor-
ders on his electorate, so he would understand
how large it is.

At the beginning of 1986 three new primary
schools were opened in Joondalup. Two were
earmarked to be opened out of last year's
Budget allocation. One school is in Heathridge,
called Eddystone, and one is in Kingsley, called
Halidon. I believe I should take credit for the
third school because I was informed it was not
necessary to provide a third school in
Heathridge. Fortunately, I was able to supply
the statistics to the Education Department
which proved beyond doubt that a third school
was needed, so Poseidon in Heathridge also
opened in the first term of this year. Consider-
ing that was a school I was advised should not
have been there, in the short time the school
has been open three additional staff have been
appointed; which shows the school was
warranted.

Mr Blaikie interjected.
Mrs WATKINS: At least the department

does listen. I am very gratified it had the cour-
tesy to listen to what I had to say and acted
accordingly.

In 1987, because of this burgeoning elector-
ate, two additional primary schools will be
opening in my electorate. One will be in
Woodvale and the other in Marangaroo. I in-
vite members to have a look at how expansive
it is. There will be further additions to the
existing primary schools. If one analyses the
amount of money from the Education Depart-
ment being spent on the Joondalup electorate,
members will understand my gratitude to the
Minister.

Finally, I wish to make a few remarks on the
question of adoption. I am so grateful in my
lifetime in this Parliament, which has not been
very long, to see something happen that I never
did believe could happen. I refer to those minor
amendments-but very just amendments-to
the Adoption of Children Act. At least now

adopted adults are recognised not as children
but as people who have rights to information
about their birth. I know there are many happy
people out there. I sincerely hope that the Min-
ister for Community Services reads my speech
in Mansard. It is the first big step in very
necessary reforms. The next major step which
needs to be taken very soon is that those same
rights be given to relinquishing mothers-a jus-
tified right-to know their children.

With those closing remarks, I thank members
for their attention.

MRt NALDER (Narrogin) [9.17 p.m.]: I wish
to raise a few of the important issues that affect
my electorate of Narrogin. The major concern
at the moment is that of finance, and high
interest rates, and the severe effect they are
having on the long-term viability of all small
business in the country. My leader raised the
issue in his address to the House this after-
noon, and it is not the first time it has been
raised. Since June every National Party mem-
ber has raised the interest rate issue, but no
honest attempt has been made by the Govern-
ment to overcome the problem. I sometimes
wonder if Governments look back at history to
see how things were solved in years gone by.

We know of the big depression of the 1930s.
I think we are heading into a much worse situ-
ation because there are much larger sums of
money involved today than there were in the
1930s. Yet it is very easy to simplify matters. If
the Government had enough gumption it
would reduce or subsidise interest rates to an
acceptable and manageable level of somewhere
between four and five per cent. It mayneed to
look at some way of overcoming the total debt
structure within the country areas. I do not
believe that would be necessary if an immedi-
ate across-the-board interest rate relief was
forthcoming.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! We have

been fairly good with the last three speakers.
Let us see if we can continue with the speakers
who follow. I would prefer to hear only the
member for Narrogin.

Mr NALDER: l am fully aware of the magni-
tude of the problem and the soul-searching that
would be necessary for any such decision to be
made. Believe me, the longer any such decision
is delayed the bigger the problem will become
in getting this economy back on the rails.

I suggest one other more helpful proposal
that would be much more easily achieved and
very easy to implement. I refer to helping to
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transfer the land of the farming family and to
have it exempted from stamp duty-in other
words, helping the fanner to keep the farm in
the family and the family on the farm. The
National Party was responsible for helping
abolish Probate duty in this State and this was
done for the very same reason. The gift duty
was abolished but we still have the severe prob-
lem of the financial burden of stamp duty
applying in the transfer of land within the
farming family.

I certainly do not include all farmers of
course. The large corporate sector companies
and the professional people who have gone into
farming as a method of sinking capital or as a
hobby may have the resources and the backing
which will mean that they will not have a prob-
lem if and when they sell. I am talking about
the genuine farming families-when a father
hands over to his son or perhaps a grandfather
hands over to his grandson. These are the fam-
ilies who have made this country great and who
have put their lives into developing a viable
farm. In many instances they have to put that
property into jeopardy by having to borrow
further finance simply to transfer the land
within the family. The current assets test of the
Federal Government has exacerbated that
same problem and put further pressure on
country people who cannot get an age pension
because of their assets and yet cannot afford to
transfer that property in order to make them-
selves eligible for the pension.

I have written twice to the Premier seeking
his indulgence on this important matter. The
first letter was handed on to the Minister for
Agriculture who commented that the idea had
merit but would be most impracticable to im-
plement. There would not be a member on this
side of the House who could not implement
this proposal. I am very disappointed that the
Premier and the Minister for Agriculture are
not in the House at the moment, but I hope
that they are in this building, that their hearing
is good, and that their speakers are turned up
so that they can hear my plea. It is necessary,
and would certainly help our ailing farming
community.

While I am talking about good hearing, the
Deputy Premier accused me and a member of
the Liberal Party of being partly deaf when we
interjected during his speech on the electoral
reform legislation. I acknowledge that my hear-
ing is not what it could be; I have driven too
many tractors for far too long without the ben-
efit of earmuffs. The Deputy Premier offered to
buy me a hearing aid to assist me; I thank the

Minister for his offer and I inform the House
that I have much pleasure in accepting it. I will
visit a hearing specialist as soon as is practi-
cable.

Another matter of importance to rural West-
ern Australia is the greening of Australia or, in
shorter terms, the replanting of many trees on
every farmt in the State. This will help over-
conic salt encroachment, wind and water
erosion and the problem of lower water tables
and, if we believe some of the experts, more
trees will bring about a higher moisture level in
the atmosphere and hence the possibility of
more stable seasons as far as rainfall is con-
cerned. I do not know of any farmer who would
not cooperate in this matter, but it is the expen-
diture of hard-to-earn capital which is the
problem.

At this point, I acknowledge the tremendous
contribution made by Alcoa to the greening of
Australia. Alcoa has supplied thousands of
trees annually to many areas of western
Australia at no cost. That is not the only prob-
lem we have. Trees need to be protected from
stock and it is very expensive to buy fencing
materials to surround small areas within a pad-
dock. One of the problems is that with the
shortage of finance available farmers have dif-
ficulty in fencing off those areas.

There is absolutely no point in planting trees
unless they are to be protected from animals. I
suggest that the Government provide trees free
of charge and supplement what Alcoa is doing
and that it should also supply tree guards. To
actually fence off an area, whether it be one
acre or 10, or to run an additional fence within
the boundary of a paddock, is a huge undertak-
ing, but an individual tree guard is a much
lesser cost. I believe that the idea of providing a
farmer with perhaps 1 000 trees annually, with
tree guards, would be a three-year programme
only, because at the end of the third year the
first lot of tree guards could be shifted as the
trees grew above the level at which livestock
could damage them. Thus we could have an
ongoing development which would benefit the
whole State.

Of course this would only be undertaken by
those farmers and members of the rural com-
munity who are interested in the matter, but it
would certainly have a huge result in the long
term.

Mr Blaikie: Any farmers with commonsense
would be involved.
*Mr NALDER: That is right. As I said, I do

not know of any farmer who would not be co-
operative. However this is stymied to some de-
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gree because of the costs involved. We all know
that trees do not need very much maintenance
or attention after they are established, provid-
ing that stock are kept away from them.

Mention has been made in this place of
working for the dole. I know that is a complex
subject, but if such a scheme ever comes off, I
would like to suggest something which would
assist in the greening of Australia. One of the
problems which I have seen and with which I
have been involved for some years is the dras-
tic effect that mistletoe is having on our native
forests. I do not know the number of trees
which mistletoe affects, but in my own shire
there are three types. They are: Acacia
Acuminata, commonly known as Jam;
Eucalyptus Salmonophloia, commonly known
as Salmon Gum, and Eucalyptus Wandoo,
which is known as the White Gum. These three
varieties of trees are affected very badly by
mistletoe in some areas.

Mistletoe has been cut off trees in my area;
mistletoe takes three to four years to grow and
the tree's growth is retarded and in time the
tree dies. If the mistletoe is removed within a
period of 12 months, regeneration takes place
and the trees become revigorated. I believe it is
necessary to save the trees we have. We could
use unemployed people in two-man teams. we
could provide them with a cherrypicker and
they could work systematically through shires,
doing firstly public roads and then even going
onto private land. It would be one way of im-
proving our land, our trees, and our climate, as
well as providing a lot of jobs.

Finally, I would like to reintroduce to mem-
bers of this House the Cuballing mallet timber
products. I have some of these products here;
and if the debate were a little rougher I could
perhaps demonstrate them to better advantage!
I have three examples of handles which are
produced by this company. One is a spade
handle, the other an axe handle, and the last a
hammer handle. Any of the 16 handles
produced by the Cuballing mallet timber
company are produced three at a time in less
than a minute. I seek leave to lay these handles
on the Table for the information of members.

Leave granted.
Mr NALDER: I point out to the House that

these handles are unique. The company is not
unique in what it produces, but in what it
pmoduces its products from. The mallet timber
grows only in Western Australia and it is the
only timber which this company uses. Arthur
and Geoff Hunter are the only manufacturers

who use mallet. The company has an outstand-
ing name for the quality of its products. Mem-
bers might ask, "What advantage does this tim-
ber have over others?" The answer is, "Tensile
strength". The mallet timber has a tensile
strength that is some 30 per cent higher than
that of any other timber. Tensile strength is not
the term which is used in timber making; it is
called, "the static bending strength". That is a
very important term.

This company has an outstanding name in
the field of tool handles for the quality of its
product. Nobody in the world can use that tim-
ber; it has many problems but it has no other
use whatsoever. It is difficult to handle.

The father in the partnership of this
company has been involved with the timber for
50 years and in the manufacture of tool handles
since 1967.

The dryandra forest of mallet was hand
planted for the production of mallet bark which
was used in the tanning industry some years
ago. However, mallet bark fell from favour be-
fore the forest went into production, so the
forest is of no value to anybody for anything. It
needs specialist attention before it can be used
because within half-an-hour of being felled the
tree begins to split and needs special treatment
to prevent further splitting which would render
the timber useless.

Officers of CALM do not agree that the for-
est will naturally regenerate because it is a
planted forest and has not grown naturally. The
gentlemen in the company have been involved
with the forest for more than 50 years and they
can prove that the officers of CALM are wrong.
I extend an invitation to the Minister for In-
dustry and Technology and the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management to ac-
company me to the dryandra forest to look at
the timber products mill and see what these
people are attempting.

The Government is hindering this very
innovative company; it is not helping it at all. I
point out to the House that in recent months
the royalties for timber have been increased by
6.8 per cent, followed by a further increase of
22.5 per cent. At present the same royalty
applies for all varieties of timber. That brings it
back to a cost of $10.40 per tonne at the stump.
On top of that the people have a further cost of
$23 per tonne to get the timber from the stump
to the mill. They do not want timber for
nothing but I suggest to the Government that a
royalty of $5 per tonne would be encouraging
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and enable them to compete with inferior qual-
ity timbers imported from the Eastern States.

One of the problems is the percentage of tim-
ber recovered from the sawn product; the roy-
alty is paid on the whole timber rather than the
amount contained in the finished product. The
recovery from jarrah, which is green sawn-the
average return from the mill is approximate
because there is some variation as a result of
the amount of knotting and gumming-is 32.4
per cent. Because karri does not suffer from
poor grain and gumknots, etc, there is an accu-
rate figure of 42.59 per cent recovery. In com-
parison this company is lucky to achieve l0oper
cent recovery from mallet; even from the best
mallet that percentage is difficult to achieve
because few sticks are fault free.

I also point out that there is absolutely no
market for sawn mallet. Apart from tool
handles, it is of no use except for fence posts
when the whole tree is used. Because of the
percentage recovery from mallet, this company
has been forced to try marri and it is rather
ridiculous because it has to pay the same
royalties. Another company can saw the timber
in Busselton into usable lengths, deliver it by
road to the mills at Cuballing-a distance of
something like 180 miles-cheaper than that
company can get mallet from the forest locally,
purely because of the recovery percentage. That
is ludicrous.

Although marri is quite successful for tool
handles, it is lighter and does not have the
same strength. This Parliament must remem-
ber that the general public buys on price and
not quality. Not only is the Government forc-
ing these prices on the people but also it is
adding to its own cost, and that is absolutely
ridiculous. Twenty-five per cent of the
products from this company at Cuballing are
bought by Government departments; the
company supplies Westrail, the SEC, and
Government Stores as well as mining
companies.

One of the problems it has with increasing
costs is that most of the contracts are taken out
on a two-year period and it is hard to anticipate
what will happen in two years to enable it to
cover its costs. The gentlemen assure me that
they are able to compete with overseas imports
because of the value of the Australian dollar at
the moment, but they cannot compete with
cheaper and inferior imports from the Eastern
States. Because of our declining economy, we
are all very conscious of the need to cut down
on imports and to export more.

One of the examples these people give is the
manufacture of drumsticks. I am not talking
about the drumsticks one eats but about those
used in the musical percussion business to beat
drums. Seventy-five thousand drumsticks are
imported into Australia each year. They retail
in Western Australia at $5 a pair. If these
people were given a fair go, they could manu-
facture drumsticks for approximately $3 a pair
and these drumsticks would have greater
strength and last longer. Not only could they
stop completely the import of drumsticks but
also they could go into the export market. They
sent a trial shipment to Europe which was
favourably received, but since the extra costs
have been imposed by the Government, they
are now unable to compete on that market.

Finally, I ask the Government to encourage
these enterprising people to help them to help
us, and not to hinder them.

MR CASH (Mt Lawley) [9.37 p.m.]: In my
contribution to this debate I will talk about the
annual Budget and also the economic
statement the Treasurer brought down in this
House on 24 June.

It is fair to say that annual Budgets formerly
were used by the community to judge the past
performance of the Government and to ascer-
tain where it was going in respect of its
financial, economic, and social objectives. The
Budget this year does not allow for any com-
parison with past years because the Govern-
ment has changed most of the comparative
bases.

No longer are we able to go through the
Budget with one year against the other and
check the performance of Government because
of these very distinct changes which were obvi-
ously designed by the Government to prevent a
fair analysis of what it was doing and where it
was going in respect of the State's economy.

Mr Brian Burke: Rubbish, you would not
know.

Mr CASH: The Treasurer says, "Rubbish."
However, there is no question that the com-
parative bases of a number of financial
statements presented to this House recently
have been changed and he knows why they
have been changed. Rather than give me a fair
go, the Treasurer immediately jumps up and
wants to perform because he knows the Oppo-
sition has caught him out.

The Opposition has caught him out, and it
recognises the way in which he has changed the
financial reporting of this State's account so
that it is no longer easy to check just what he
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has been doing with the State's money and
where we are going.

Rather than dwell on the various changes in
the comparative bases, I will also make men-
tion of the fact that, instead of having one
annual Budget which the Opposition can ques-
tion and on which it can deal with the Govern-
ment's handling of financial matters, we now
have a Treasurer who prefers to come into this
House at various intervals and make economic
statements, or ministerial statements, in sup-
port of what the Government is doing. For in-
stance, in February this year the Treasurer
made a number of promises about where he
thought the State was going and where he
would take the people of this State if he were
re-elected.

In the election that took place in February,
the majority of people in Western Australia
were prepared to support the current Labor
Government on the basis that it would keep the
various promises it had made. However, within
a few weeks of the February State election the
Treasurer came into this House and announced
massive increases to most of the charges that
would affect the ordinary people in this State,
and we saw severe increases in both SEC and
water charges which were to take effect from I
July this year. When the Treasurer was
questioned about why these charges had to be
raised so dramatically and why they now
conflicted with the promises he had made just
prior to the election in February, he said,
"Well, things are not quite as good as we
thought they were going to be." He was already
starting to back off from the election promises
by dropping many of the promises he had made
to the people.

Later, on 24 June, the Treasurer made a min-
isterial statement in this House which is now
often referred to as the economic statement of
24 June. Again, he said that, notwithstanding
the promises he had made -in February prior to
the State election, he had since had discussions
with Treasury officials and now realised that
the State was not on the firm financial footing
that he had previously thought it was just a few
months before, and indeed had said it was, and
had made all his election promises based on
that understanding. -However, he said he now
understood from speaking to Treasury officials
that the anticipated revenue and expenditure
for the year would be approximately $306
million short of his earlier projections.
.On 24 June the Treasurer said that, in re-

lation to expenditure and assuming no change,
the forecast was $3 571 million, and revenue

was forecast at $3 265 million. This caused
what he described at the time as a horrendous
gap of $306 million.

For someone to come into this House only a
few weeks after telling the people of this State
that everything on the financial scene was rosy
and that we were on a very firm financial foot-
ing, and then to say that he had just been told,
and had done his own calculations and now
realised, that he had to make up $306 million,
is something which one would want to ques-
tion. I wonder how this Treasurer can justify
those statements. This is the man who claims
to be a financial genius and also a great econ-
omic manager.

Mr Brian Burke: Who has ever claimed that?
Mr CASH: The Treasurer asks who has ever

claimed it. I notice he makes his interjection
from other than his own seat, but I will re-
spond. The Treasurer has said on a number of
occasions that he believes he is a very good
financial manager, an extremely good econ-
omic manager-

Mr Brian Burke: I have never said that.
Mr CASH: Does the Treasurer say he never

said that?
Mr Brian Burke: Where is your reference?
Mr CASH: The Treasurer should not ask me;

he should go back through the Hansard to see
the various things he has said. The House has
heard him say it. He should go back and have a
look for himself and then let us know whether
he was correctly reported at the time. It is no
good for the Treasurer to come in here tonight
and deny that he said he is a good economic
manager when he has said in the past that he is,
or deny that he has any Financial acumen. The
Treasurer cannot have it both ways; he either is
or is not.

When the Treasurer made his economic
statement on 24 June he proved to all members
of this House, and certainly to the people of
Western Australia, that he has failed miserably
as an economic manager and certainly is no
financial giant. In fact, as the Leader of the
Opposition said at one stage, rather than being
a financial giant the Treasurer could be de-
scribed as a financial pygmy.

On 24 June the Treasurer started making ex-
cuses to try to justify the increased taxes and
charges he intended to impose upon the people
of this State. I will read to the House some of
the factors he claimed had contributed to this
massive deficit of $306 million. I refer to page
685 of Hanszrd of Tuesday, 24 June 1986.
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One factor mentioned by the Treasurer was
changes in the Commonwealth-State financial
arrangements. We know that this State did
fairly well out of the negotiations in Canberra
early this year, so that statement certainly did
not stand up. The Treasurer also suggested that
there was a deterioration in mineral revenues
because of international trading conditions.
That is a statement of fact which can be
supported by Treasury officials and Treasury
documentation. However, what the Treasurer
did not say when making that comment was
that one of the reasons we have had a deterio-
ration in mineral revenues is that the Federal
Labor Government wants to place a gold tax
upon the industry in Australia. Without ques-
tion, that is having a significant effect on capi-
tal spending by various exploration and
goidmining companies in the goldfields of
Western Australia. The fact that the Federal
Government cannot make up its mind as to
whether or not it will impose a gold tax, and
the fact that this State's Government has for
many months supported a gold tax in Western
Australia, has exacerbated the reduction in
mineral revenues this year.

In his statement of 24 June the Treasurer
went on to blame the need for the public sector
to minimise its impact on the capital markets
to ease inflationary pressures and leave room
for the private sector. That was given as one of
the contributing factors causing some econ-
omic stress at the time. The Treasurer then
went on to say, as usual, that there were struc-
tural problems within the State Government
itself. It is always interesting to hear the
Treasurer wanting to blame someone else for
his problems.

He never comes into this place and admits
that his economic management has been a con-
tributing factor in the reduction in revenue of
this State.

Mr Pearce: You would not want him to tell
fibs, would you?

Mr CASH: No. I would much prefer the
Treasurer to come here and tell the truth, but
he does not do that very often. It would be a
welcome change in the statements he makes to
the House.

There is no question that when the Treasurer
blunders on financial matters he then refers to
his time-worn cliche of blaming the structural
problems within the State or the nation. It is
never the Treasurer's fault. By his own ad-
mission he is an expert in financial matters and
in economic management!

On 24 June he came to this House and ad-
mitted that he was $306 million short between
the estimated revenue and expenditure of the
State. What sort of economic manager is he?
Since 24 June the Treasurer, in trying to make
excuses for the way the State has been going,
decided there was a need for the State to cut
back on some of its capital programmes. He
outlined some of the methods he would employ
to cut back on expenditure. Some of these
involved cutting back on a number of new
works, including the new building for the De-
partment of Land Administration in the city,
additions to Parliament House, offices for the
Department of Conservation and Land Man-
agement, the WA Museum extensions, the
Esperance regional office for the Department
of Agriculture, and some hospital redevelop-
ment programmes.

It is worth looking at one of the projects
which the Treasurer mentioned, On 24 June he
said in effect the Government would not go
ahead with the extensions to Parliament
House, and yet only a few weeks ago, just be-
fore the October Budget was brought down, the
Treasurer invited the Opposition Panics and
his own Labor colleagues to view the proposed
extensions to this place. Why did he do that? I
put it to the House that it was another act of
gross hypocrisy by this person who said on 24
June that the Government would not go ahead
with the Parliament House extensions. In
October he sought the views of Opposition
members and his own colleagues about the ex-
tensions.

I do not know what his colleagues said about
the proposed extensions, but there was no ques-
tion in the minds of Opposition members I
spoke to that they certainly were not prepared
to support the extensions at present. The media
heard about the proposed extensions to Parlia-
ment House and put some questions to the
Treasurer, and asked him whether it would be a
reality. Let us remember that this is the
Treasurer who invited both sides of Parliament
to view the proposed extensions and let him
know where they stood.

Mr Pearce: That is dishonest and you know
it. It came from the Joint House Committee.

Mr CASH: Because of the hypocritical way
the Treasurer operates, he was able to say a
week or two before he brought down the State
Budget that he would not be able to support
any extensions to Parliament House. What an
absolutely hypocritical person he is. On one
hand he invites members to look at the redevel-
opment, and on the other he grabs headlines a
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week before bringing down the Budget by say-
ing he wilt be a responsible Treasurer by not
supporting the extensions.

Mr Taylor interjected.
Mr CASH: Maybe the Minister for Health

disagrees with the response of the Treasurer.
Mr Taylor: Why don't you tell the truth for

once? You are good at putting words in
people's mouths.

Mr CASH: As much as I appreciate the com-
ments of the Minister for Health, I do not
understand what they mean. On one hand he
seems to feel we should extend Parliament
House, but on the other hand he is sitting next
to the Treasurer who said he was not prepared
to support the extension because he wanted to
grandstand and get a headline for himself so he
could be seen to be responsible before he
brought down the Budget.

Another matter that was raised in the
Treasurer's economic statement of 24 June was
his claim that interest rates on housing loans
would fall. Because of those likely falls he felt
justified in curtailing the Government's hous-
ing loan interest rate supplement for certain
residents of Western Australia. The point is
clearly made in his economic statement; the
Treasurer used the justification of falling
interest rates in the housing market for
discontinuing the Government subsidy on
interest rates which he introduced about eight
months earlier.

It is interesting to go back and look at the
trends that have developed since 24 June. We
see that housing rates have risen rather than
fallen. How do those people who are battling to
pay off their mortgages feel about the statement
made by the Treasurer-the person who comes
here and claims to be a financial expert and
genius and a great economic manager? I suggest
they would be starting to question what the
Treasurer is all about. They would question his
earlier statement that he is so good and such a
brilliant financial manager. They have to foot
the bill for the higher interest rates now that the
Treasurer has discontinued the subsidy that
operated prior to the election. I guess it is not
just a coincidence that the subsidy the Govern-
ment provided for home loan interest rates was
not cut prior to the February election but just
after the Treasurer was elected for another
term.

There is another aspect worth looking at in
the 24 June economic statement, because one
thing I have learned about the Treasurer is not
to take any notice of what he says on the day

that he says it. One has to look at it a few weeks
or months later to see whether his words have
been put into action.

There is no question in my mind that there is
clear evidence to show if one waits a couple of
weeks or months and then tests the words of
the Treasurer, he will find they were only words
and that they were never intended to be any-
thing of a substantive nature. This Treasurer
will go down in history as the Treasurer of
words only and of very little action.

I invite other members of this House to read
the statement made by the Treasurer on 24
June. I do not want to be seen as the only
member who is critical of that statement. It is
not a question of my being critical, but it is a
question of analysing the statement and
reporting the facts. The Treasurer said that
there was a need for Government employees to
travel economy class instead of first class. As
several months have passed since the Treasurer
made that statement, it would be very
interesting to find out how much money has
been saved as a result of Government em-
ployees and Government members travelling
economy class instead of first class on airlines,
not only throughout Australia, but also
throughout the world.

While the Treasurer was prepared to use
those words in his economic statement in June,
it appears that they did not mean very much.
When the Treasurer travelled overseas some
months later, apparently to sell the Australian
gold coin, he travelled first class all the way and
that exercise cost the taxpayers of Western
Australia more than $ 100 000.

Mr MacKinnon: He travelled ont Concorde
from London to New York, and it cost about
$6 000.

Mr CASH: That certainly is not cheap-
$6 000 for a couple of hours. That is the sort of
information people in the northern mortgage
belt would be interested to hear. It is something
about which they would not be very impressed.
That is the sort of Treasurer we have-a person
who utters words, but does not take any action.

Mr Pearce: Which class did you travel when
you went to Africa?

Mr CASH: I am quite happy to deal with the
Leader of the House in due course and to dis-
cuss the subject of drugs with him. I will be
pleased to find out where the Leader of the
House stands in respect of the marijuana issue.
Members will recall that the Leader of the
House, who is also the Minister for Education,
was the person who last year advocated the use
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of marijuana by both adults and school chil-
dren. If members opposite sit quietly and listen
to my speech which refers to the Budget, I will
deal with the subject of crime in a few minutes.

Several members interjected.

Point of Order
Mr MacKINNON: Madam Acting Speaker, 1

draw your attention to the continual interjec-
tions by the Treasurer who is not in his seat. It
is the custom of this House that to speak or
interject a member must be in his seat. I am
sure that you and other members in this House
are entitled to overlook that custom on the odd
occasion, but I think that you should direct the
Treasurer to interject from his seal if he wishes
to interject.

The ACTrING SPEAKER (Dr Lawrence):
The member has raised a reasonable point of
order, and I ask the Treasurer to interject only
from his seat.

Debate Resumed
Mr CASH: I am more than happy to talk

about marijuana when I have completed my
speech dealing with the Budget. The Minister
for Education is both soft on crime and soft on
drugs.

Mr Pearce: I am tough on dubiously paid
safaris.

Mr CASH: Good on the Minister for Edu-
cation!

I have been trying to point out to the House
that the statement made by the Treasurer on 24
June was only words and that the people of
Western Australia should be made aware of
that situation.

Mr Brian Burke: Be positive and tell us your
policy.

Mr CASH: I am being as positive as I can
about the words spoken by the Treasurer. I
know it hurts the Treasurer, but he was the
person who uttered those words in this House
on 24 June. He should be prepared to stand by
the words he utters in this place. If he makes
statements and does nothing about them, it is
my duty as the representative of my elecorate
to raise these matters in this House and to
point out to my electorate and to the people of
Western Australia how dishonest and untrust-
worthy the Treasurer can be.

If the Treasurer would prefer that I spent the
next 17 minutes which I have allocated to me
talking about his dishonesty and his lack of

trustworthiness, I am more than happy to do
that.

Mr MacKinnon: Seventeen minutes is not
long enough.

Mr CASH: I accept the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition's comment that 17 minutes will not
be enough time if I continue to talk about the
Treasurer's dishonesty, but I am happy to have
a go if that is what the Treasurer wants. I am
happy for the Treasurer to move for an exten-
sion of time for me if he wants me to talk about
his dishonesty.

I refer now to salaried employees of the State
Government. Members will recall that in June
the Treasurer said that as part of the expendi-
lure cuts he intended to reduce the Public Ser-
vice by three per cent. Many people understood
that statement to mean that he would cut Pub-
lic Service Board employees by three per cent;
that is, those who come under the Public Ser-
vice Act. However, that was not the intention
of the Treasurer.

I refer members to the figures supplied by the
Australian Bureau of Statistics. It is shown
clearly that rather than having a cut in Govern-
ment salaried earners over the period of this
Labor Government, we have seen nothing but a
massive increase in employment in that area. I
will quote some of the figures to confirm what I
have said.

In February 1983 there were 107 900 wage
and salary earners employed by the State
Government, and in February 2986, under a
Labor Government, the figure was 119 400.
That is an increase of 12 000 persons, or I I per
cent. Even the ABS has been able to catch up
with the Treasurer.

If one looks at the figures under a Liberal
State Government he will find that in February
1980 there were 105 800 salaried earners and
in February 1983 the figure had risen to
107 900.

Mr MacKinnon: Are those figures from the
ABS?

Mr CASH: They are, and they clearly indi-
cate that between 1980 and 1983 there was an
increase of 2 100 persons or two per cent under
a Liberal Government. Under a Labor Govern-
ment the figure increased by I I per cent.

Mr Brian Burke: Are you talking about full-
time or pan-time employees?

Mr CASH: If the Treasurer wants to talk
about the difference between pan-time em-
ployees and full-time employees, I suggest that
he go back to his own people and learn a lesson.
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For the past six months the Opposition has
been trying to find out the number of full-time,
pan-time, and temporary staff employed by the
State Government.

The Treasurer in answer to the questions I
have put to him in this House has said that his
own people are not able to make that calcu-
lation at the moment, it is too difficult, I will
read the question so that everyone understands
what it is about-

Will he provide the peak number of both
permanent and temporary Government
employees for the calendar years-

I then listed the years 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985
and 1986 to date. I do not know whether the
Treasurer has some difficulty understanding
English, I think he has. I will read his reply-

The information which the member is
seeking will take some time to collate, and
he will be advised in writing.

This is not the first time that the question has
been raised and it is not the first time that the
Treasurer has said he will endeavour to provide
an answer but it will take some time. The
Treasurer talks about a three per cent reduction
or whatever in the number of public servants,
but he, as the head of that administrative area,
does not even know how many full-time, part-
time, or temporary employees are employed in
his department.

Mr MacKinnon: He does know but he
refuses to answer the questions.

Mr CASH: I take the point raised by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition; I think he is
right. It tends to confirm the earlier statement I
made that I believe, and many others both in-
side and outside this House believe, that the
Treasurer is a dishonest and untrustworthy per-
son. That is confirmed by the answers he gives
in this Parliament.

Mr Brian Burke: They think very highly of
you, too.

Mr CASH: I thank the Treasurer for that
comment and I am pleased with the feedback
he gets.

I have a graph which indicates the levels of
State Government employment for 1980, 1983,
and 1986. When the time for my speech is
about to expire I will ask for that graph to be
incorporated in H-ansard in order that those
who have the opportunity of reading Mansard
will be able to see the lies that have been told
not only by the Treasurer but also generally by
the Government. I will also quickly run
through some of the monthly figures for this

year, which were provided by the ABS, showing
the number of people employed by the State
Government. Firstly, in January the figure was
.113 500; in February it was 119 400; and in
March it jumped to 121 800. Who knows what
that figure is today? The only thing that can be
guaranteed is that, although the Treasurer said
in June that he would reduce the number of
public servants by three per cent, that has not
happened to date. The Treasurer is not able to
deny that. There is no way in the world that he
could deny it.

Dr Gallop: By how many percentage points
do you think it should be cut?

Mr CASH: I want to deal with the interjec-
tion from the member for Victoria Park and I
remind the House that the Treasurer called that
member dopey only a few weeks ago in this
place. The Treasurer referred to his own mem-
ber as being dopey. I thought that unbecoming
of the Treasurer. I do not know whether he is
correct in his description but, given the inter-
jection the member for Victoria Park just
made, it is very possible that the Treasurer was
quite right when he referred to him as dopey.

Let us consider the taxing arrangements also
announced at that time. The Treasurer made
great play of the fact that he intended to reduce
some of the rates of payroll tax and increase
some of the threshhold amounts before em-
ployers started paying that tax. But, he also
increased the highest rate to 5.75 per cent. That
was to cut in where employers had payrolls in
excess of $1.8 million. It can be seen from this
year's Consolidated Revenue Fund that, con-
trary to the Treasurer's statement that payroll
tax has been cut, it is clear that payroll tax this
year has increased. The Treasurer tended at
that stage to reduce the tax for some of the
small employers-for that I am sure they are
most grateful and the Opposition supported
that move. However, he decided that the large
employers could foot the bill. He reduced the
rates on small business people and hit the big
business people harder.

Although the Treasurer makes statements
about being the mate of big business-and we
certainly know about that-we know that he
has the big business Sector paying a lot more.

This year's accounts contain a statement to
the effect that the payment of payroll tax by
certain Government departments has been de-
leted. The Treasurer, in his convoluted way of
arguing financial statistics, will suggest that
there has been an overall drop in payroll tax for
the year. However, if we add back the amount
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of tax that would normally have been paid by
Government departments, it can be seen that
private enterprise in Western Australia is pick-
ing up something like $52 million extra in pay-
roll tax this year. I guess it is double accounting
or double dealing, which this Treasurer is so
well known for. It was a bit of a smokescreen
but we have seen it all before.

Talking about smokescreens, members will
-recall that earlier the Treasurer decided to raise
all the taxes on those who smoke. He increased
dramatically the tax on tobacco. This year he
did not hit the person who smokes but the
person who likes a drink, even occasionally. I-e
hit the people who drink by $40-odd million in
increased taxes, and drivers of motor cars were
hit by a 92 per cent increase in the fuel levy in
this State. What an absolute disgrace from a
Treasurer who, in February this year went
around the town and made all those promises
prior to the election. But he decided to renege
on the promises as soon as he won Govern-
ment. It is absolutely gross hypocrisy.

Not only did I wake up to what the Treasurer
was all about when I analysed the Budget this
year, in conjunction with his economic
statement in June, but also someone else did.
*That person is an eminent financial expert, the
former State Under-Treasurer, Mr Les
McCarrey. In The West Australian on
Saturday, I8 October we read the headline,
"WA Budget a lemon-ex-head of Treasury".
Mr McCarrey was prepared to describe the
Budget as a lemon and the member for
Murchison-Eyre gave us a definition of a lemon
when he spoke earlier. I suggest that Mr
McCarrey's description is apt. This statement
was made two days after the Budget was
brought down.

West Australians will pay an extra $111I
a year from new taxes introduced by the
Commonwealth and State Governments,
according to a farmer State under-
treasurer, Mr Les McCarrey.

Commenting on the Budget brought
down by the Premier, Mr Burke, on
Thursday, Mr McCarrey said yesterday
that new State taxes accounted for $57 of
the increase.

New Commonwealth taxes added $54.

Further on in the article Mr MeCarrey said-

On any reasonable test of comparative
economic reponsibility, Mr Burke has
produced a lemon.

There is no question that Mr McCarrey knew
what he, was talking about when he made that
statement. Two days before, the Leader of the
Opposition was in this House when the Budget
was brought down. On Friday, 17 October, in
The West Australian, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition is quoted as describing the Budget figures
as a con. The headline is, "Figures are a con -
Hassell".

The article goes on to say-
The Opposition leader, Mr Hassell,

described the Budget as a confidence trick
in relation to spending, the fuel tax and the
Premiers' conference.

Mr Brian Burke: You have still not got on to
the Leader of the House as you promised.

Mr CASH: I do not know whether I will have
time, and that is because of the interjections.
The Leader of the House has decided to leave.

Mr Brian Burke: He is frightened of you.
Mr CASH: I can understand why he has left

the House. He does not want to talk about
drugs. It is a pity the Leader of the House has
decided to leave; I was quite happy to debate
with him his position on marijuana.

Let me go back to the State Budget. The West
Australian on Friday, 17 October reported the
WA Chamber of Commerce and Industry as
saying that taxation receipts and Consolidated
Revenue expenditure were significantly higher
than Budget papers have shown, It was said
that procedural changes have artificially
reduced the reported taxation and expenditure
figures. That confirms my earlier statement
that it is very difficult to compare this year
with last year because of the changes in the
comparative bases which were deliberately
done by this Treasurer to avoid any accurate
financial scrutiny of these figures.

Mr Brian Burke: Rubbish!
Mr CASH: The Treasurer can say "rubbish"

for as long as he likes, but there are plenty of
other commentators in this town who are very
skilled economists. They are very fine financial
managers, and they are prepared to say that
this Treasurer was conning the public in both
his 24 June economic statement and the Budget
of 16 October this year.

If I had more time I would be able to run
through some of the principal economic indi-
cators for Western Australia which show very
clearly that things are not as good as the
Treasurer has indicated, but perhaps I can
leave that for another time. However, I assure
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the House that I will take the opportunity of
raising that matter in due course.

MRS BUCHANAN (Pilbara) [10.24 p.m.]:-
My contribution will be a little briefer but I
hope more positive than the one we have just
heard from the other side of the House.

This Budget, despite the difficult economic
times, still reflects the Government's high level
of commitment to the Provision of services for
people living in isolated communities such as
mine in the Pilbara. For instance, development
of educational facilities continues to be a
Government priority, and we will see major
capital works-

Mr MacKinnon: How is the price of petrol in
the Pilbara?

Mrs BUCHANAN: 1 thought the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition had got over that.

Several members interjected.
Mrs BUCHANAN: That is all they know to

talk about. To return to the Budget-
Several members interjected.
Mrs BUCHANAN: Rave on!
Some $5 million are to be spent on capital

works this year in Port Hedland and Karratha
for the two high schools. Other major financial
allocations include provisions for upgrading
the Port Hedland port facility at a cost of some
$2 million.

I am pleased to say that the Government has
also made a commitment to spend $1.8 million
to support remote television services, and the
residents of my electorate will indeed be the
main beneficiaries of this. On Saturday, 18
October, a new era in television was entered
when for the first time the people in the north-
west participated in Telethon. North-westers
have an excellent reputation for their
generosity in helping charitable organisations.
Telethon was no exception. I am particularly
proud of the efforts of two -schools in my area. I
would like to mention Port Hedland and
Karratha High Schools, which together
contributed a total of almost $ 10 000. The con-
tribution of $6 000 raised by Karratha was
more than any other school in this State and I
am pleased to put on record my thanks and
congratulations to both those schools for their
outstanding efforts.

I am sure other benefits will flow from the
additional means of communication provided
by the Golden West Network, and the second
television station will play a vital role in help-
ing to overcome the tyranny of distance we
often talk about in the north-west. It will also

help the people in remote areas, particularly in
the north, to become closer to their metropoli-
tan counterparts.

In the area of land development, substantial
commitments have been made by the Govern-
ment for the north-west. In particular I would

.like to express my thanks to the Minister for
Lands for the attention he has paid to the fast-
developing town of Karratha. The servicing of
271 residential lots should be completed by the
end of the year.

I also welcome the dropping of the require-
ment for land purchasers to build within two
years. This condition has been specifically
raised over a period of time as a disincentive to
home ownership in Karratha. I am pleased to
see that this change is being effected.

In fact the problem in Karratha at the mo-
ment as a result of the rate of development is
very definitely one of a shortage of rental ac-
commodation and not one of a shortage of
land, as has been claimed recently by various
members of the Opposition, including their
leader, on their whistlestop journeys to the
north of the State. In a recent Karratha land
auction, there were no sales.

Mr Rushton: Do people still want to buy a
home in Karratha?

Mrs BUCHANAN: In some cases they do,
but it is not a question of a shortage of land.
The results of that auction show quite clearly
that at this stage the demand has been met.
Nevertheless, experience in the past has shown
that the demand in Karratha, because of the
unusual nature of the development, has tended
to be sporadic. It will therefore need to be
closely monitored to ensure future needs are
met. For the time being the demand is being
met, and we hope to see more home building in
the very near future.

Another matter I would like to raise in con-
nection with the Pilbara is that it makes a
major contribution to the State's economy. It is
therefore appropriate for me to make some
brief comment during the Budget debate about
the effect of the actions of Peko Wailsend.

Before Opposition members jump up and try
to stifle me on this subject, I point out that my
comments will be of a general nature and will
not deal with the question of work practices,
about which the Opposition has a motion on
the Notice Paper.

The effect of the Robe River dispute has
been extraordinarily serious, both for the work
force at Pannawonica and Cape Lambert and
for the two communities of Wickham and
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Pannawonica. The social fabric of the two com-
munities has been severely damaged. There is
still much bitterness and ill-feeling as a result of
the dispute, and it will take a long time to heal
that damage, if indeed that can ever be
achieved. From all accounts the workplace is in
a sorry state and the people are still feeling very
edgy and worried about what sorts of actions
might be taken in the future by this company.

The tragedy of it all is that nothing at all has
been gained. A destabilised workplace is any-
thing but a productive Workplace, and at a time
when there is increasing pressure on the iron
ore industry as a whole to be cast effective and
price competitive, at a time when Pilbara
workers and their union leaders are sticking to
the accord and making great personal sacrifices
in the interests of Australia as a whole, the
Peko Wallsend management will go down in
history as. putting its own extreme right-wing
ideology before the livelihood of the nation.

Mr Lightfoot: They don't believe in working
because there is no crunchy peanut paste avail-
able.

Mrs BUCHANAN: Opposition members
always resort to that sort of comment. I doubt
that the member knows much about the
Pilbara, and I am sure he has not looked lately
at the figures which show a reduction of lost
hours.

Mr Lightfoot: The unions were doing stupid
things.

Mrs BUCHANAN: The member thinks
unions in general are stupid. He has no time for
people who belong to unions.

The Andrew Hays and the Charles
Copemans of this world have done our country
a great disservice in launching their so-called
New Right movement. The conflict and con-
frontation that they and their supporters create
are counter-productive, and we have seen
positive evidence of that since this dispute. The
dispute has cost the taxpayers a fortune. The
perpetrators of this conflict and confrontation
have a great deal to answer for.

Mr Court: What was the cost of the New
Right to the taxpayers?

Mrs BUCHANAN: I am talking about the
cost of the Robe River dispute. I do not have
exact figures with me, and I do not expect any-
olie would have them, but one had only to be
there at the time to see the social disruption
and the cost to the taxpayers because of what
happened.

Mr Hassell: Do you know that Robe River's
productivity now is comparable only with the
figures of five or six years ago?

Mrs BUCHANAN: I would not doubt that
this would be the lowest level of productivity
experienced at both these sites.

Mr Hassell: It is the highest; it is going the
other way.

Mrs BUCHANAN: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition is wrong.

Mr Hassell: They had to go back over five
years to find a higher level of productivity than
now.

Mrs BUCHANAN: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition is referring to comments made some
weeks ago. He should update his information,
because that is definitely not the case now.

As the Budget debate allows a fairly wide
range of issues to be covered, I take this oppor-
tunity to place on record my absolute disgust at
recent actions taken by the member for Mt
Lawley. I am sorry that he is not in the House
at the moment, but he will be able to read my
comments at a later time and respond if he
wishes. The member has grossly abused his
position in this Parliament. He maliciously
slandered an ordinary citizen of the State, Mr
Graeme Haynes, and he did this by way of a
question placed on the Notice Paper.

The member for Mt Lawley made great play
this evening of accusing the Treasurer of being
dishonest when in fact the member himself is
probably one of the most dishonest people in
this place. He has often been exposed as being
dishonest. His personal and disgusting attack
on Mr Graeme Haynes must be his most des-
picable act to date. There seems to be a growing
tendency among some Opposition members,
both here and in the other place, deliberately to
attack Ordinary citizens of this State-always
of course under the safety of the cloak of parlia-
mentary privilege.

Mr Court: You should listen to your Minister
for Agriculture.

Mrs BUCHANAN: I do not know what the
member for Nedlands is on about so I will
ignore his interjection.

It is at times when members opposite take
these actions that they really show up the flaws
in their moral fibre, because the member for
Mt Lawley would not dare step outside this
House and make the sorts of allegations he
made in his question against my constituent,
Mr Haynes. The member for Mt Lawley knows
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very well that were he to do so he would be well
and truly in breach of the law.

In defence of Mr Haynes' reputation I ex-
press my support for his application to be
appointed to the commission of the peace, and
totally reject the claims made by the member
for Mt Lawley which appeared on the Notice
Paper of 28 October but which were
subsequently removed by order of the Speaker.
For the benefit of those who may not know Mr
Haynes, he is a fairly ordinary citizen of this
State. He is a wages employee at Robe River
Iron Associates. As a shop steward for the Elec-
trical Trades Union, if he were to be appointed
as a justice of the peace he would certainly be
able to serve a fairly large number of people
and, more importantly, be able to provide the
shop floor with someone to whom the workers
would feel they could take their private busi-
ness documents, etc., with confidence. A very
real need exists for this type of appointment
because of the tremendous division that has
been caused between the staff and the wages
employees at Robe River, a division which has
been greatly exacerbated by the Robe River
dispute.

When called on to be a referee for Mr
Haynes, I had no hesitation in saying that I
considered him a suitable applicant to become
a justice of the peace. Mr Haynes has served on
the Roebourne Shire Council and has assisted
the community in a number of community
organisations-on some of which I have been
involved with him-such as the Wickhiam day
care centre and the P & CA. He has made a
very valuable contribution to the community.
There is absolutely no impediment to his
seeking appointment to the commission of the
peace.

Mr Haynes is certainly a prominent person
in the community. He is a unionist at Cape
Lambert and as such he may have from time to
time received a few brickbats from the manage-
ment. However, the sorts of claims made about
him by the member for Mt Lawley are totally
untrue and a gross distortion of the truth. The
member for Mt Lawley's claims were not only a
slight against Mr Haynes but also against the
Electrical Trades Union.

Worse still, the claims imply that the system
of selecting justices of the peace is inadequate,
and that of course is quite ridiculous. People
who make these applications are very carefully
vetted by the local magistrate and the local
police. In a small town like Wickham, it is
virtually impossible for an unsuitable person to
be appointed a justice of the peace.

The member for Mt Lawley made his
outragous accusations against Mr Haynes with-
out offering one shred of evidence and I note
from an article appearing in The West
Australian a few days ago that the Electrical
Trades Union has called on the member for Mt
Lawley to show evidence or apologise. I am
interested to see what he does about that.

Mrs Watkins: If he were honourable he
would apologise; of course he is not honour-
able.

Mrs BUCHANAN: That is right. The mem-
ber for Mt Lawley seems to think that being a
unionist in some way disqualifies a person
from being suitable to serve in public office.
Members of the Opposition say they support
unions. However, one has only to use the word
",unions"~, and Opposition members start
braying like a lot of donkeys. One had only to
listen to the member for Murchison-Eyre
raving earlier about trade unionists receiving
arts grants to realise just how little he thinks of
unions. What is wrong with him, for heaven's
sake? He really hates unions to caterwaul in the
way he does.

Mrs Watkins: There are always exceptions to
the rule. The Opposition supports one of the
most powerful unions in this country, the
National Farmers Federation which is, I
suggest, a union.

Mrs BUCHANAN: The Opposition has a
great dislike of trade unions and a great disre-
spect for the members of them. I advise the
member for Murchison-Eyre that I have, in my
electorate, a music coordinator who has been
funded by one of these special grants arranged
by the Amalgamated Metal Workers Union in
conjunction with the Trades and Labor Coun-
cil of WA. That has been of tremendous benefit
to the community. Only yesterday I met with
the coordinator, Mike Bums, and received a
copy of his assessment of the musical resources
of the Roebourne Shire schools and regional
strategies for their development. There have
been major musical advances in these schools
over the past two years. I have no doubt that
the coordinator, whose employment has been
funded with the support of union people, has
played a very valuable role in this respect.

The people in the Pilbara have also received
funds to promote poetry and songs about work-
ing life. Records and books have been
produced and at one stage even a play was
produiced which was very well received. I do
not see why such programmes as these should
not be funded from arts grants. Money is avail-
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able for these purposes and it is up to the vai-
ous groups in the community to take advantage
of them. I am sure Henry Lawson, who wrote
many poems about the struggle of the working
class of Australia, would turn in his grave if he
could hear the blinkered, biased views of
people like the member for Murchison-Eyre.

Members opposite express these views be-
cause they are totally bereft of any good ideas
or positive policies and all they have left to do

.is to resort to whingeing, knocking, and attack-
ing innocent citizens of this State in an attempt
to impress their electorate.

I believe that such actions by the Opposition
will have very little support at election time
and their chickens will come home to roost. I
believe also that members opposite will find
themselves sitting on the Opposition benches
for many years yet.

I support the Hill.
MR HOUSE (Katanning-Roe) [10.46 p.m.J:

Tonight I wish to raise a few matters which
concern the residents of my electorate. Re-
cently I saw figures relating to agricultural ex-
ports, as a proportion of total exports. In 1966-
67, agricultural exports as a proportion of total
exports were 70 per cent. In 1984-85, they had
fallen to 37 per cent. The mining industry sec-
tor, in that time, showed a rise from ni ne per
cent to 41 per cent. However, the interesti ng
figure is that related to the manufacturing and
other industries in Australia which had only
changed by one per cent from 21 per cent in
1966-67 to 22 per cent in 1984-85.

One of the things I think those figures prove
is that, certainly for the manufacturing indus-
try, the protectionist policies that we followed
in Australia had stagnated their growth. I in-
tend to come back to the issues of tariffs and
protectionism a little later.

I wish to cover a few matters which I believe
greatly affect the people in country areas. Four
years ago when the Labor Party came to office,
almost in every State throughout Australia and
federally, the excise on petrol was 6c a litre. It
has now risen to 24c a litre. From the beginning
of March this year, the excise on crude oil
under the Government's import parity policy
was reduced by 10.6c a litre, but the excise on
refined fuel was increased by 53 per cent, from
10.3c a litre to 15.74c a litre. The full 15.74c is
now indexed every six months. The Govern-
ment has indicated quite clearly that no matter
how far fuel prices or world oil prices fall, there
will be no further reductions in the prices of
those products.

I believe we have to abolish the fuel excise
levy and remove the sales tax on fuels and lu-
bricants. We need to restore the fuel freight
equalisation scheme to country areas. Fuel is
perhaps the most important ingredient affect-
ing country people. It affects the things they
buy, the things they sell, and their social lives.

I wish to say a couple of things about
achievements by this Government in this
Budget. I commend the Minister for Education
who has introduced a mixed-mode system of
education to Lake Grace and who has upgraded
that school to a district high school. I think he
knows that the people of the lakes district ap-
preciate what he did. Lake Grace serves a large
area including Hyden, Lake King, and
Ravensthorpe, and it was important for those
people to have a senior high school in other
areas. It is a credit to the Minister that he has
been prepared to accept their representations.

I also thank the Minister for Education for
upgrading the Katanning high school. A million
dollars will be spent there this year for which
we are grateful.

One area that concerns me about the edu-
cation vote in the Budget is the funds for
special help for students having trouble with
the English language. I know that is funded
particularly by the Federal Government and
that Government has seen fit to cut back in
that area. However, that programme is import-
ant to Christmas and Thursday Islanders living
in the Katanning district who arc having
trouble learning the English language. I hope
the State Government will consider this prob-
lem and find some way to help these people.
The Christmas and Thursday Islanders have
been of great benefit to the Katanning area.
They have introduced their cultures and
lifestyles into the area. They are kind people
and have done a preat deal for the community.

I am particularly concerned about the atti-
tude of some business corporations in relation
to country districts. It is my opinion that some
big business corporations-I refer now to the
banks and the large machinery manufacturing
companies-have seen fit to take their pound
of flesh from us when the going was good, but
now that it has become a bit tough out there
some of those whose staying power is not as
great as it ought to be are deserting us. I refer
particularly to the decision of the Westpac
Banking Corporation to close some country
branches. In particular, I refer to the closing of
the branch in Tambellup. That has had a dire
effect on the community and has left it without
a banking facility. It is time that the banks and
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some bigger machinery companies had some
loyalty to their long-term customers.

Over the last few months, I have had enough
to say about the problem of rural business, so I
will not dwell on that subject except to say that
the same comments 1 make about the banking
community apply to many of the manufactur-
ing industries. They have seen fit to put severe
restrictions on their retailers in country towns
by imposing on them interest rates that they
simply cannot afford.

I also mention the help that has been given
by this Government to some of the sport and
recreation facilities in country areas. There is
no doubt that without the assistance that
Governments have given to the reticulation of
country ovals, many of us would still be using
sporting facilities at ovals that were not of
the same standard as those in the metropolitan
area. Thanks to the Youth, Sport and Rec-
reation Council, the hard work of many
country people and the contribution of country
councils, country areas now have sporting fa-
cilities that would be regarded as excellent in
any area of Western Australia. I am particu-
larly pleased that the Minister for Sport and
Recreation has made a commitment to the
Ongerup people. The town was affected by a
devastating disaster when the water heater in
its sporting complex blew up on grand final
day. I acknowledge that the Minister has seen
fit to offer to go to the town and look at the
situation with me and to help the people in
whatever way he can.

There is no question that the Rural Ad-
justment and Finance Corporation will have a
bigger part to play in the future of Western
Australia's farmers. I for one was a little disap-
pointed in the turnaround time of the appli-
cations and the results of those applications to
RAFCOR in this last year. I am pleased that
The Government has seen fit to upgrade its fa-
cilities by introducing computerisation. Its atti-
tude has also changed in that it now recognises
that the problem in rural areas is great and that
the demand on the services of the corporation
will be extremely high in the next year.
Unfortunately, parts of my electorate have not
enjoyed the benefits of what has been a very
good season in other areas. I hope that the
Government continues to support RAFCQR,
not just with finance, but also by making sure
that the applications are processed as quickly
as possible.

I have a particular concern about the effect
of the rural crisis on the women and children in
my electorate and, indeed, in other country

towns in Western Australia. In the Mt Marshall
area the Government has helped on a fifty-fifty
basis to set up a community self-help scheme. I
think the Government could consider
extending that scheme to other areas. The
women and children are often not aware of the
financial plight on the farms. Although many
wives do a wonderful job in helping their hus-
bands in their businesses, they are not always
aware that those businesses are in severe
financial straits and when the bad news breaks
it is very difficult for them to understand that
the lifestyle that they have had and the edu-
cation that they have expected for their chil-
dren are no longer available to them. They
need some special consideration in the form of
counselling or any assistance that can be ex-
tended to them. Certainly I am sure that no
Government would want to see the children in
country areas denied a proper education be-
cause their parents could not afford to send
them to a hostel.

It follows naturally that the youth in those
areas are also under severe pressure because the
jobs that were available in country areas are no
longer available. Many of those youths are un-
employed. The Government should look very
closely at apprenticeships. It seems to me that
the number of apprentices in country areas has
fallen off dramatically over the past 10 years or
so. There is no doubt that there is work for
those young people as apprentices if some en-
couragement, support, and help are given to the
people who own the businesses to employ those
apprentices. As one who has lived all his life in
a country town, I would like to see as many
young people as possible retained in those
country towns.

I pay a tribute to the work done by Hon.
Graham Edwards with the Canwork centres.
He recently opened a Canwork centre in
Kattanning which is of considerable benefit to
that community. It is working really well. The
centre has found jobs for a number of young
people and without the help and assistance of
Graham Edwards and the support of the
Government that would not have been poss-
ible. I am sure that it will have ongoing and
long-term effects because I believe that the
problems faced now by the rural community
will not last. We just have to get over this
hump, which might take about two or three
years. We need to assist those people while we
are getting over that hump so that they will still
be there to take advantage of what rural life has
to offer in the future.
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Transport also affects my electorate. In re-
lation to grain freights, there is a mixture of
road and rail transport in my electorate. I com-
mend the Government for calling tenders for
road grain transport this year. That has had a
very definite, positive effect on the farmers
whom I represent. There will be a very great
cost saving to many of those farmers who rely
solely on road transport. I cannot extend the
same compliment to those involved with grain
freights for rail transport. I urge the Minister to
speed up the negotiations that he is having with
the people in Westrail to see whether he can get
Westrail to be more competitive and more on a
parallel with what we can now achieve with
road transport.

The sorts of benefits that we have seen for
grain transport need to be very quickly ex-
tended to fertiliser. The double handling of fer-
tiliser off rail and onto farmers' trucks, and the
short cartage of it to sheds for storage for the
coming seeding season, is quite ridiculous. It is
an area that needs to be deregulated as quickly
as possible.

I return to my earlier point about tariffs and
protectionism. I feel very strongly that we as a
nation are not moving quickly enough towards
deregulation of protection for secondary indus-
try. Back in the McEwen era, wc had the atti-
tude in Australia that we had to populate or
perish. To do that, Sir John McEwen came up
with a plan that initiated a great growth in
manufacturing industry. Australia was then
faced with a couple of options.

We were faced with either frequent devalu-
ation, which caused uncertainty among over-
seas investors in Australia, or a restrictive
macro-economic policy, which would limit the
growth of imports to the same level as exports.
Sir John McEwen managed to balance on a fine
tightrope while Australia went through this
period of expansion. The problem was that
after McEwen, no-one knew how to balance on
the tightrope. We got further and further into
trouble with Governments unwilling to make
the hard decisions that needed to be made. We
found ourselves living in an unreal world in
which our industry was protected. We did not
know the real cost of things.

The alternative was to abandon the notion of
free trade and limit imports by expanding the
range of goods subject to tariffs, or to raise
existing tariffs. In other words, protection was
the second best alternative to devaluation. The
deficiency of this argument is that tariffs tax
exports and protection slows down even more
the assumed growth of those exports. It is very

easy to see this with the advantage of hindsight,
and it can be seen clearly that subsequent de-
velopments altered greatly the perception of
the views prevailing in this era.

Population growth for its own sake, for a
variety of reasons, no longer has the priority it
had in the 1940s and 1950s after the second
World War.

The fixed exchange rates have been replaced
by a flexible rate so that maintenance of the
external equilibrium is borne by the exchange
rates and adjustments other than by the second
best rate of raising protectionism.

Although it is not fashionable at the moment,
I believe that Australia will look back in 10
years' time and thank the Hawke Government
for floating the dollar and making us live in the
real world. It is hard to substantiate that argu-
ment now, but I believe that hindsight will
show it was the right decision.

It amazes me that a succession of Govern-
ments has been so slow in reducing protection
for secondary manufacturing industries. I
would have expected with the number of years
we have had Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ments in power in Canberra that they 'would
have reduced those protections, given the Lib-
eral Party's ideology to free enterprise and the
Country Party's supposed commitment to
farmers.

Mr Brian Burke: The National Party or the
Country Party was the greatest protector of the
lot; it chucked over the farmers for the indus-
trialists. You remember that Doug Anthony.

Mr HOUSE: I clearly referred to the Country
Party.

Mr Brian Burke: Do you remember the
National Alliance when the DLP joined the
Country Party? It even ran a candidate in my
seat in Balga.

Mr HOUSE: How did it go?
Mr Brian Burke: It got two per cent. They

could not find a farmer anywhere.
Mr HOUSE: It must have been the quality of

the labor candidate.
Mr Brian Burke: You will go far. What

school do you want doing up now?
Mr HOUSE: It is well and tmuly time that we

tackled the problems of protectionism and tar-
Iffs.

Finally, I have been positive enough to con-
gratulate the Government on some of the
things it has done, but I am very disappointed
about the sale of the Midland abattoir site,
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simply because it includes the saleyards. I do
not care how many brickworks we build in
Western Australia, and I do not care whether
the Government sells the Midland abattoir site.
However, I am concerned about the saleyards
because country people need that facility, not
only where it is but also for what it is.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Williams.

BILLS (4): RETURNED
I . Control of Vehicles (Off-woad areas)

Amendment Bill.
2. Superannuation and Family Benefits

Amendment Bill.
3. Acts Amendment (Parliamentary

Superannuation) Bill.
4. Agriculture and Related Resources Pro-

tection Amendment Bill.
Bills returned from the Council without

amendment.
House adjourned at 11. 06 p. m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

MINERALS: IRON ORE

Robe River Special Inspeciors

1585. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

(1) Are the special inspectors referred to
in question 1352 of 1986 still holding
their posit ions as special inspectors?

(2) If so, how many special inspectors in
total have been appointed by the
Government to work at Robe River
iron Ore Associates?

(3) As he has indicated that these inspec-
tors are appointed on a temporary
basis, are they still employed as
special inspectors?

(4) if so, when is it anticipated that their
temporary appointment will be
terminated?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) to (4) The matter is currently under
review.

PEPPERMINT GROVE TEAROOMS

Applications

1720. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) What applications has the Govern-
ment before it for development of the
Peppermint Grove boatshed tea-
rooms?

(2) What is the ternm of the present jetty
licence?

(3) What development approvals are still
current for Peppermint Grove
boatshed tearooms?

Mr TROY replied:

(1) The jetty owner has requested ap-
proval to replace the timber deck and
piles with a poured concrete deck and
steel piles and to place lighting on the
jetty.

(2) The licence expired on 30 April 1986
and is being extended to facilitate con-
sideration of the current request.

(3) There are no current approvals issued
pursuant to legislation for which I am
responsible.

GOVERNMENT BUILDING
Capita House: Leasing

1765. Mr COURT, to the Premier:

Why did the Government lease an ad-
ditional two floors in Capita House
when there has been a blowout in rent
of $6.5 million and the Government
had supposedly put a clamp on leasing
new space?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The additional space was leased to en-
hance security, alleviate some
overcrowding, and improve efficiency
in the use of the Government's space
in the building.
There has been no "blowo ut" in rent
as stated by the member. The increase
in 1 986-87 over the last financial year
is due to prior commitments to lease
space and rent increases for existing
space. There has been a clamp on leas-
ing space for the past six months, and
it is intended it will remain in place
for the foreseeable future.

WESFI PINE PTY LTD
WA Development Corporation: Interest

1790. Mr COURT, to the Premier
How does the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation have a 20 per
cent interest in Wesli Pine Pty Ltd
when Wesfi Pine Pty Ltd is owned 100
per cent by West ralian Forest Indus-
tries?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
I am informed that the Western
Australian Development Corporation
does not have a 20 per cent equity
interest in Wesfi Pine Pty Ltd.

AGRICULTURE
Potatoes: Nemat ode Infestation

1796. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What is the extent of nematode infes-

tation of potato crops?
(2) What measures are being under-taken

to control and stop further outbreaks
of the disease?

(3) Would he advise the effects of potato
exports from Western Australia to
other States for-
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(a) whole potatoes;
*(b) processed potatoes,

as a result of nematode infection?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Pour patches totalling 5.7 hectares at
Munster, near Fremantle.

(2) Affected land is under quarantine and
will be fumigated when the crop is re-
moved. Potatoes from affected land
are handled under quarantine super-
vision either to processing or, where
potatoes are unsuitable for processing,

*to deep burial. Soil and waste from
processing are deep buried under
quarantine supervision.

Potatoes from land in the vicinity of
the quarantined land are handled
through a single local washing plant.
Soil and waste are disposed of under
quarantine supervision.

All other potatoes grown in the Perth
area are washed and delivered for con-
sumption outside the other potato
growing districts. Potato bins are
washed clean of soil before return to
growers.

(3) (a) Other States initially prohibited
import of potatoes from Western
Australia. However, negotiations
are proceeding with some States
regarding crop certification;

(b) processed potatoes are unaffected
by quarantine restrictions.

FISHERIES: SHARK

Southern: Management
1797. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for

Fisheries:
(1) Has the Government made any de-

cision on the future management of
the southern shark fishery and, if so,
with what result?

(2) Will the Government enter into a
"buy back" scheme for those shark
fishermen who will be unable to
operate financially as a result of a
shark fishery management pro-
gramme?

Mr GRILL replied:

I refer the member to the answer to
question 1604.

LANDS AND FORESTS COMMISSION
Declared Interests

1798. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) With respect to meetings of the Lands

and Forests Commission, has anyone
declared an interest in any deliber-
ations and/or abstained from voting
because of a declared interest?

(2) If yes, who and on what occasions?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) There have been no deliberations
where these situations have arisen.

(2) Not applicable.

SOUTH COAST HIGHWAY

Construction Costs
1799. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) In respect of the area of South
Highway located between
Frankland and Denmark Rivers
Shire of Denmark-

Coast
the

in the

(a) what were the costs of construc-
dion/maintenance, and bridge-
works for the years listed,
(i) 1982-3;

(ii) 1983-4;
(iii) 1984-5;
(iv) 1985-6;

(b) how many man hours were spent
in construction/maintenance and
bridgework during the 1985-6
period;

(c) what costs were involved in the
tree lopping/pruning programme
which was cardied out along this
section of highway in the 1985-6
period;

(d) why was the tree pruning project
undertaken?

(2) Is the width/surface/construction stan-
dard of South Coast Highway referred
to in (1) considered satisfactory for the
transporting of heavy haulage loadings
totalling 200 000 to 300 000 tonnes
per year additional to present carrying
capacity?

(3) If no to (2), why not?
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(4) What would be the estimated costs-
approximately-of upgrading/
reconstruction, etc. necessary to meet
the kind of loading tonnages as in (2)?

(5) What percentage of such costs would
be borne by the State?

(6) What amount could the Federal
Government be expected to contrib-
ute?

(7) Does the Main Roads Department
have a contingency plan in respect of
development of a heavy traffic by-pass
moad system concerning the town of
Denmark?

(8) if yes to (7), what is the route
envisaged for this system?

Mr TROY replied:

The information requested requires a
level of detail which is not readily
available. Once the information has
been collated the member will be ad-
vised in writing.

HEALTH

Physiotherapists: Graduates

1801. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) How many students graduated as
physiotherapists in 1986?

(2) Of those graduates, how many have
been employed-

(a) in hospitals in the metropolitan
area,

(b) in hospitals in the country areas?

(3) What steps are being taken by the
Government to employ the balance of
1986 graduates in hospitals within the
State?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) 43.

(2) (a) 5;

(b) 7.

(3) Establishment of new facilities at
Withers, Armadale, and Esperance
will provide four new positions. Some
relief positions may be available dur-
ing the year. The State does not
guarantee to employ all graduates.

EDUCATION: TERTIARY
Overseas Marketing: Exim Corporation

1802. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Which tertiary institution is using the

Western Australian Exim Corporation
Ltd services to market their courses
overseas?

(2) When did they start using these ser-
vices?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The University of Western Australia.
(2) August 1986.

WA EX1M CORPORATION
Business Migration Programme: Immigrants

1803. Mr COURT, to the Minister co-
ordinating Economic and Social
Development:
(1) How many people have migrated to

Western Australia as a result of the
Western Australian Exim Corporation
Ltd efforts with the business mi-
gration programme?

(2) Have these people invested their capi-
tal commitments with Western
Australian Government corporations?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) The Western Australian Exim

Corporation Ltd has assisted a num-
ber of people who have migrated, or
who are planning to migrate, to
Australia under the Federal Govern-
ment's business migration pro-
gramme. However, these people will
have decided to migrate for a number
of reasons and not solely as a result of
Exim's efforts.
A scheme developed by Exim to help
intending business migrants satisfy the
investment requirement of the BMP is
not yet in operation.

FREMANTLE GAS AND COKE CO LTD
Valuation: Australian Bank

1804. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

When did the Australian Bank present
its valuation of the Fremantle Gas and
Coke Company Limited to the State
Energy Commission?
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Mr PARKER replied:
The member is referred to my answer
to question 1644.

ENVIRONMENT CENTRE OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Government Grants
1805. Mr BLAIKIE, la the Treasurer

(1) How much money in administrative
grants and special purpose grants does
the State Government contribute to
the-
(a) Environment Centre of Western

Australia;.
(b) Conservation Council of Western

Australia?
(2) Do these bodies issue annual reports,

and are they subject to audit
indicating how their publicly funded
grant revenues are spent?

(3) If so, would he table auditors' reports?
(4) If no to0(2), why not?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
This question has been incorrectly
addressed to the Treasurer. It has been
referred to the Minister for Conser-
vation and Land Management, and
Environment, and he will answer the
question in writing.

ENVIRONMENT CENTRE OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Government Grants
1806. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for

Conservation and Land Management:
Correcting for overlapping or multiple
membership of groups within the vol-
untary conservation movement
affiliated to the Environment Centre
and the Conservation Council of
Western Australia, what is the
estimated number of individual mem-
bers belonging to all groups in receipt
of Federal and State funds through
grants for administration and special
purposes?

Mr HODGE replied:
The small amount of State Govern-
ment funds provided to the voluntary
conservation movement in Western
Australia is not related to the move-
ment's number of members. The in-
formation requested by the member is

not available to me, and I suggest he
approach the Conservation Council of
WA (Inc.).

ALUMINIUM SMELTER
Relocation: Influence

1807. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Premier:
(1) Respecting the claims made on page 5

of the Australian Conservation Foun-
dation annual report for 1985, con-
cerning the removal of the proposed
smelter site out of the State forest onto
adjacent coastal land, can he say
whether-
(a) the Australian Conservation

Foundation influenced the
Government to relocate the
smelter;

(b) documents relating to power con-
tract negotiations with the smelter
construction were leaked;

(c) the Government acknowledges
the Australian Conservation
Foundation led the campaign
against the smelter, exposing a $1
billion subsidy?

(2) If no to (1) (a), (b) or (c), what action
is the Government taking to refund
any, or all of the Australian Conser-
vation Foundation claims?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
This question has been incorrectly
addressed to the Premier. It has been
referred to the Minister for Minerals
and Energy, and he will answer the
question in writing.

WA MINT
Nugget Coins: Gold

1808. Mr LIGHTFOQT, to the Premier:
Can he assure this House and the
goidmining industry of Australia that
only Australian-mined gold will be
used in the production of the Aus-
tralian Nugget coins?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The member for Murchison-Eyre
should be aware that the Australian
Nugget gold coin programme has been
undertaken with three major
objectives: firstly, to promote
Australia as a major gold producer;
secondly, to develop new international
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bullion products and markets for
Australian gold; and thirdly, to earn
valuable export earnings and foreign
exchange. In accordance with these
objectives, the Australian Nugget gold
coins are being minted from gold
mined or refined in Australia.

TRANSPORT
Total West: Profitability

1809. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Did Total West trade at a profit for

the years ended-
(a) 30OJune 1985;
(b) 30 June 1986?

(2) If no, what was the amount of the loss
for each year?

(3) What was the estimated total re-
duction in numbers of Westrail em-
ployees due to deregulation of
transport or influenced through
deregulation?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) and (2) Information available to the

public on Total Western Transport
Pty Ltd trading results is available
through the Corporate Affairs Office-
Other commercial information is con-
fidential between the partners.

(3) On the assumption that the member's
question refers to deregulation of
smalls traffic, Westrail estimates that
some 700 positions were made redun-
dant.

TRANSPORT: RAILWAYS
Bawelfing- Wagin: Reopening

1811. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has the Government broken its prom-

ise to reopen and keep open the
Wagin-Bowelling railway line?

(2) Does the Government intend to close
that line?

(3) Does the Government intend to keep
this line open for full service?

(4) (a) What was the loss incurred in re-
opening the line in the 1983-84
financial year;

(b) what was the loss in keeping open
the line in the 1984-85 and 1985-
86 financial years?

(5) What has been the capital and
maintenance costs of re-opening
and keeping open this line?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) No. The line has continued to operate

on a seasonal basis.
(2) and (3) A recent evaluation un-

dertaken by Westrail indicates the
most favourable economic option is to
close the line. I have asked the Direc-
tor General of Transport to evaluate
the line's future on a socioeconomic
basis, and this is currently being
progressed,

(4) (a) $ 164 000-July 1986 costs;
(b) the surplus of revenue over in-

cremental costs in July 1986
values was-
1984-85-S 102 000
1985-86-$244 000

The results were due to above average
grain yields and do not take into ac-
count the necessity for major track
maintenance costing $11t87 000
which was deferred in 1985-86.

(5) 1983-84-S$244 000
198485-Sill 000
1985-86-$ 147 000-costs in July
1986 values.
No capital costs for major track works
were incurred in the three years, but
will be necessary as follows-

1987-88-SI 187 000
199 1-92-$895 000

TRANSPORT: RAILWAYS
'A ustralind": New Rolling Stock

1814. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) (a) When is the new "Australind"

train due to commence service;
(b) has the contract been let?)

(2) What are the load specifications of the
train under construction?

(3) What is the passenger capacity of the
train?

(4) VWhat is the estimated total cost of the
train?

(5) What is the maximum speed of the
train?

(6) What is the anticipated journey time
of the train's trip from Perth to
Bunbury?
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(7) At what towns will the train stop dur-
ing thejoumney mentioned in (6)?

Mr TROY replied:

(1) (a) Mid-1987;

(b) yes.

(2) Mass of driving cars is 47 tonnes;1
mass of non-driving cars is 46 tonnes.

(3) The three driving-buffet cars will each
seat 40 persons; the two non-driving
cars will each seat 60 persons.

(4) Approximately $7 million.

(5) The maximum design speed is 120
kph, however maximum operating
speed will be I110 kph.

(6) 125 minutes for the new commuter
service and 140 minutes for the re-
placement Austrround service.

(7) The Australind service will stop at
Kelmscott, Mundijong, Serpentine,
North Dandalup, Pinjarra, Coolup,
Waroona, Yarloop, Cookemnup,
Harvey, and Brunswick Junction. The
commuter service will stop at
Kelmscatt, Pinjarra, and Harvey.

SPORT AND RECREATION

Horseracing: Dyford

1816. Mr RUSH-TON, to the Minister for
Racing and Gaming:

(1) What consideration has she given to
allowing some race meetings on the
racing track which is part of the
Byford Trotting Complex?

(2) When will a decision be taken to allow
trotting meetings on the Byford track?

(3) Is consideration being given to
developing the race track gallop at
Mundijong on adequate land already
designated for this purpose?

(4) If no to (3), will consideration be
given?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

(I) 1 have not received any requests to
utilise the Byford track for trotting
meetings.

(2) This is a matter for the Western
Australian Trotting Association to de-
termine.

(3) and (4) 1 have no knowledge of any
plans to develop a race track at
Mundijong.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

Statistics

1817. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Public Sector Management:
(1) Will he please tell me the total number

of people employed and paid a salary
or wage by the Government as at the
latest date on which this information
is available?

(2) How many people were employed by
each-

(a) department;

(b) commission; and
(c) Government agency,
on the related date mentioned in (1)?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
This information is currently being
compiled as part of the information
required to answer questions 1548
and 1549 asked previously by the
member for Mt Lawley. The member
will be advised in writing of the fig-
tires.

COURTS

Judges'Associates:, Appointments

1818. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:
(1) Who is appointing, and on whose

recommendation, the associates to
judges?

(2) What is the approximate average time
of service of associates with the same
judge during the last 15 years?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Associates are considered to be per-
sonal staff of the judges. They are
therefore selected by the relevant
judge. A recommendation is then sub-
mitted through the Under Secretary
for Law to the Attorney General for
the appointment.

(2) Records over the last 15 years are not
available to allow this information to
be extracted.
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LAND
Titles Office: Regional Branches

1819. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Lands:
(1) Does the Government have any plans

for the establishment of branch offices
of the Office of Titles in any regional
centres?

(2) If so, which centres are to be included,
and when?

(3) Will Bunbury and Albany be the first
centres where branches are to be es-
tablished, in view of the Govern-
ment's development plans for those
regions in the form of "Bunbury
2000" and "Albany Tomorrow"?

(4) What facilities are to be provided, or
have been provided, in regional
centres where branches are not to be
established?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) to (4) Yes. The Office of Titles is part
of the Department of Land
Administration, and search and regis-
tration facilities will be provided in a
soon-to-be-established Bunbury office.
Experience gained in Bunbury will de-
termine further expansion of Office of
Titles services.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

TOURISM COMMISSION

Advertising:- Prostitution

367. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
Does the Premier approve of the
Western Australian Tourism Com-
mission or any other Government
agency subscribing to or distributing
publications that advertise massage
parlours, escort agencies, and
brothels?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

My approval is not sought for publi-
cations generally in which the Tour-
ism Commission advertises.

Mr MacKinnon: I did not ask whether you
approved it. I asked whether you ap-
proved of the Tourism Commission or
other agencies doing it.

Mr Parker: Are you thinking of the Sunday
Times?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I was going to say
that I could not give a blanket "Yes"
or 'No" to that sort of quest ion. It
depends on the publication, because
the Tourism Commission certainly
does advertise in the Sunday Times
from time to time, and I would not
like to order the Tourism Commission
not to advertise in the Sunday Times.
I would think it unreasonable to ex-
pect me to tell the Tourism Corn-
mission that that was the policy of the
Government. I would hope that the
Tourism Commission and everybody
else associated with the Government
and the Opposition would advertise
tastefully in publications that reflected
credit on themselves and on the Par-
liament.
However, I cannot be held responsible
for the advertising policies of publi-
cations that are the product of private
organisations in most cases, and some-
times public companies. Therefore, I
cannot comment unless there is a
specific instance that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition has. If he
shows me the publication, I will tell
him whether I think it is a nice or neat
publication, or one of the "dirty
books" for the member for
Kalamunda.

AMERICA'S CUP DIRECTORY
Advertising: Prostitution

368. Mr MacKIINNON, to the Premier:
I refer the Premier to the publication
entitled "The Official America's Cup
Directory". I ask whether the Premier
is aware that a foreword to that publi-
cation, ascribed to Brian Burke,
Premier of Western Australia, states--

I recommend you familiarise
yourself with the contents of this
complimentary guide and carry it
with you at all times. It will help
you to achieve maximum enjoy-
ment of your visit to Perth, to
Fremnantle, and to other centres of
the Perth Metropolitan region.

I further ask whether the Premier is
aware that in that publication on
pages E35, E36, and E37, the types of
agencies to which 1 referred previously
are heavily advertised. Does the
Premier support the distribution of
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this publication which is published
with the sponsorship of Telecom
Australia, the Royal Perth Yacht Club
America's Cup 1987 Committee, and
the Western Australian Tourism Com-
mission?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

As far as I am concerned, and as far as
the Government's policy is concerned,
we cannot control and would not seek
to cantrol the publications that might
carry advertisements of all different
sorts.

Mr MacKinnon: The Tourism Com-
mission is sponsoring it and
distributing it.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Does the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition blame the
newsagent who sells the Sunday
Times?

Mr MacKinnon: The Tourism Com-
mission does not publish the Sunday
Times. It publishes and is distributing
"The Official America's Cup Direc-

tory'

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I do not know what
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
is getting at, unless he is saying that
the Tourism Commission has to be
the unofficial censor of everything
that it has anything whatsoever to do
with. Perhaps the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition feels that the Tourism
Commission should go through the
lists of all the hotels which might ap-
pear in its guide, for example, and see
which of those might from time to
time have strip shows.

Mr MacKinnon: So you don't see anything
wrong with a Government publication
advertising prostitution?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am not even sure
that itris a Government publication. I
do not even know that all those mass-
age parlours. are places of prostitution.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
might know that they are; I do not. I
take seriously the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition's question. It is about
the level at which he normally dwells.

Mr Grill: Penny-ante; medial.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: A bit below navel
level.

I hope that the Tourism Commission
and the Government generally would
not do anything that would reflect dis-
credit upon itself, the Government, or
any of the members of the Parliament.
That does not mean that I would like
the Tourism Commission to act as the
censor of that publication conjointly
with Telecom or the Sunday Times be-
cause we advertise in the Sunday
Times.

Mr MacKinnon: But you don't publish the
Sunday Times or distribute it, and you
don't write in the Sunday Times tell-
ing people to familiarise themselves
with the contents of it.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I certainly have
commended the Sunday Times to
people. On occasions when it has cel-
ebrated anniversaries, I have written
quite glowing tributes to the Sunday
Times. However, I would not suggest
that it is reasonable to expect that the
State Government, for example,
should supervise publications such as
"In Perth this Week" that advertise
those sorts of things.
The serious point to be made is that
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
revels in this sort of inane, trite non-
sense. Unless there was a political plus
in it for him, it would not matter to
him that we were fabulously successful
or unsuccessful in managing the econ-
omy. If the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position can somehow or other make a
trite, superficial, lightweight point
about something like this, he is very
happy doing it. I can only suggest to
his colleagues that before they jump
out of the frying pan into the fire, they
look where they are going.

BIKEPLAN
Bunbury

369. Mr P. J. SMITH, to the Minister for
Local Government:

Can the Minister give details of prog-
ress on the preparation of the Bunbury
Bikeplan?

Mr CARR replied:
The final draft of the Bunbury
Bikeplan is now with the director of
Bikeplan for final proofreading. It is
hoped that it will be in a form which
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will allow it to be dispatched to the
Government Printer for preparation
at the end of this week. Three hundred
and fifty copies will be printed and
made available for distribution within
the Bunbury region.
I understand that the plan makes
some 58 recommendations, many of
which relate to specific engineering
solutions for the provision of cycling
facilities in areas which are currently
problematical.
I am also advised that there are
specific recommendations relating to
educational and enforcement initiat-
ives to be trialled in the Bunbury area,
and that the Bunbury City Council
consider the cration of a committee
with responsiblity for overall cycling
policy matters.
Though it is too early to say at this
stage when the Government Printer
will be able to provide the intended
number of copies for public avail-
ability, it is hoped that I will be in a
position to launch the Bikeplan in
Bunbury prior to Christmas.

EMPLOYMENT
Tradesmen: Shortage

370. Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Employment and Training:
(1) Is the Minister aware that many em-

ployers in Western Australia are ex-
periencing difficulty in obtaining the
services of qualified tradesmen?

(2) Is he also aware that those same em-
ployers are concerned that the present
apprentice training system in Western
Australia is not producing sufficient
tradesmen to meet the demand?

(3) is the Government doing anything
about that situation? If so, what?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) to (3) The Burke Labor Government

warned the community as far back as
March 1983 that because of the re-
cession that was brought to this
countr by the conservative parties,
there was a very real danger of our
losing our skills base. As a result of
that, we formed the Department of
Employment and Training, which had
as one of its objectives ensuring that

that skills base was preserved and de-
veloped.

A great deal of money and energy
have been spent by the State Govern-
ment since 1983 in doing just that.
Amongst the actual tasks which have
been performed by the Government in
this area has been an effort to draw to
the attention of industry its obligation
to participate and invest in the train-
ing of the tradespeople they will re-
quire. One cannot go on with the situ-
ation where industry simply assumes
that it can find all the skilled people it
wants by hiring them as and when
they are wanted. Industr has an obli-
gation to contribute in monetary
terms and in terms of skilled person-
nel to the training process. One cannot
just hire skilled migrants because one
chooses to start a major project.
Amongst the things we have done are
the establishment of group apprentice-
ship schemes throughout Western
Australia. These have proved very im-
portant in some of the rural areas. We
have done some doorknocking of indi-
vidual employers. I am reminded by
the member for Kalgoorlie that as a
result of representations he made, we
had a doorknock of businesses in the
Kalgoorlie region. This was one of a
number of doorknock campaigns, one
of which is being conducted at this
moment amongst employers to en-
courage them to consider taking on
apprentices.

Mr Thompson: With what sort of success?

Mr PETER DOWDING: With consider-
able success. The member for
Kalgoorlie reminds mue that some 450
contacts have been made ins
Kalgoorlie, with some positive re-
sponses. I think we can all be
optimistic.

In addition, the State Government, in
its Budget, offered a number of incen-
tives to industry with payroll tax
exemptions and workers' comnpen-
sation rebates, both designed to en-
courage employers to take on appren-
tices during difficult periods. Outside
the apprenticeship area we have been
the first State to set up traineeships in
Australia. We ran Skillswest '85,
which was enormously successful. We
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have had expos which have been enor-
mously successful in attracting em-
ployers and young people to came
together and appreciate the import-
ance of skills training.
I should say to the member for
Kalamunda and the House at large
that there is regrettably no commit-
ment amongst some sections of our
community to putting money and
time into training. The idea that the
whole responsibility for training res
on the public sector is not correct. It is
time employers who do not pull their
weight-and there are many who
do-recognise that they have an obli-
gation to society.
In summary, a great deal has been go-
ing on over the last three years in the
area raised by the member for
Kalamunda. A great deal of money
and effort have been put by this
Government into initiating innovative
programmes. We have certainly done
more than the Opposition did, and as
a result we wili see a dramatic increase
in the interest employers show in
participating in training
opportunities.

FERRY
M V "Perth ":Restoration

371. Mrs WATKINS, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Can the Minister advise on the prog-

ress of the restoration of the historic
vessel, MV Perth?

(2) When will the boat bccQme
operational?

(3) What services are planned?
Mr TROY replied:
(1) to (3) As the member would be aware,

Transperth has been instrumental in
obtaining America's Cup funds and
funding from the State Government in
order to restore and refurbish this his-
toric vessel to preserve it for the com-
munity's future use. This restoration
programme is almost complete, and
the vessel is now berthed at Barrack
Street with only minor electrical work
to be completed.
The terms of the lease agreement with
a pnivate operator have been finalised,
and it is now the responsibility of the

proposed operator to apply for the
necessary liquor licences for the MV
Perth to become operational.
I have been advised by the Minister
for Racing and Gaming that a packet
licence which permits the MV Perth to
sell and supply liquor while under way
has been issued pursuant to section
1 76A of America's Cup legislation;
and the Minister has also granted a
referral under the Liquor Licenising
(Moratorium) Act to permit an ap-
proach to the Licensing Court for a
restaurant licence.
The original agreement between
Transperth and the proposed operator
was for a packet and restaurant li-
cence. However, the proposed oper-
ator has indicated that he believes that
without a tavern licence in addition to
the packet and restaurant licence to
permit the sale and supply of liquor on
the boat while it is berthed, the oper-
ation would not be economically vi-
able. He has further indicated that he
wishes to withdraw his interest.
Transperth will investigate alternative
methods of operating the boat, and it
is intended that the matter be resolved
so that this service can be operating by
the peak period of the America's Cup
series.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT WARDS
Electors: Equality

372. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) What action is the Minister currently

taking towards enforcing an equal
number of electors in local govern-
ment wards?

(2) Is he presently acting to achieve this
objective in the City of Canning?

(3) If yes, what moves is he taking, and
when does he expect to achieve his
objective of one-vote-one-value in that
area?

Mr CARR repl ied:
(1) The question of ward boundaries has

been a fairly long-running matter of
concern to me as Minister. When I
first became Minister I quickly be-
came aware of the fact that there were
some imbalances in local government
throughout the State. During the last
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three years or so I have had extensive
negotiations which have resulted in 45
local government authorities changing
either their ward boundaries or their
allocations of councillors per ward, or
adding to the number of councillors in
the council in order to bring the bal-
ance between the wards to a more
equitable level.
At the moment about 40 councils in
the State have unsatisfactory balances
of ward representation. When I say
unsatisfactory, I might give examples
of a number of councils in the State
where a councillor in one ward would
represent more than 400 electors while
a neighbouring ward would have two
or three councillors for fewer than 200
electors. That is an inequitable situ-
ation, and I am seeking to address that
imbalance.
I have been corresponding regularly
with councils which I believe do not
have a satisfactory situation. A num-
ber are presently reviewing the situ-
ation. Some have occasional com-
mittees, and some are reviewing the
matter in other ways.
A minority of councils have indicated
they are not prepared to take any ac-
tion at all. I am looking very closely at
those councils and the powers avail-
able to me. Those powers include the
power to recommend to the Governor
that he issue an order providing a new
set of boundaries or new ward rep-
resentation in a particular council.
While we obviously regard that as a
last resort, and a step I would not be
keen to take, I am becoming
increasingly aware that in a small min-
ority of cases that power may have to
be exercised ultimately.

(2) With regard to the City of Canning
specifically, I have had negotiations
for about three years seeking an
improved ward representation situ-
ation in that council. The council has
put a couple of proposals to me which,
in all honesty, have gone virtually no-
where towards redressing the imbal-
ance.
I might indicate to members the ex-
tent of that imbalance. Three wards in
the City of Canning have an enrol-
ment in the vicinity of 4 000 electors
per ward, whereas a couple of wards

have something in the vicinity of
10 000 electors. That concerns me. No
excuse such as distance or remoteness
or anything like that can be used in an
urban area to justify such an imbal-
ance.

(3) 1 have recently written to the City of
Canning saying I want a more equi-
table system in place for the May 1987
elections. I have indicated a couple of
possibilities which I consider to be
reasonable. I have asked the Canning
City Council to give me a reply
commenting on those proposals by 28
November. Whatever action I might
take after that date will depend very
largely on the form of the reply.

INSURANCE

International Exchange: Establishment
373. Mrs BUCHANAN, to the Premier:

What steps are being taken to im-
plement the programme to develop an
Australian international insurance
exchange?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

I am pleased to be able to informn
members that the establishment of the
proposed Australian international in-
surance exchange has come a step
closer with the appointment of a top-
level committee to Oversee the im-
plementation of the exchange. The
committee will be chaired by Mr
David Mac]Kjnlay, Managing Director
of the Western Australian Develop-
ment Corporation, which is
coordinating establishment of the
proposed Perth-based ATIE. Mr
Robert Blanckensee, consultant and
former senior partner of Stone James
Stephen Jaques, has been appointed
deputy chairman.

Prominent businessmen joining the
committee include Sir Peter Abeles,
Managing Director and Chief Execu-
tive of TNT Limited; Sir James
McCusker, Chairman of Directors of
Town and Country WA Building So-
ciety; Mr Brian Coppin, Chairman of
Jardine Australian Insurance Brokers
and Western Underwriters; and Mr
Shunji Uchikoga, Managing Director
of IBJ Australia Bank Limited.

(138)
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The former Chief Executive of the
Commercial Union Assurance
Company of Canada, Mr Alan Saville,
and Mr Graham McDonald,' solicitor
and project manager with the Western
Australian Development Corporation,
have also been appointed to the com-
mittee.

The insurance industry will be
represented by the President of the In-
surance Council of Australia, Mr Peter
Daly; a representative of the
Australian Insurance Association, Mr
Trevor Comnford; and the Executive
Director of the National Insurance
Brokers Association of Australia, Mr
John Unkles.

Mr Hugh Manners, the insurance con-
sultant who proposed the AIIE con-
cept, will continue in an advisory ca-
pacity.

I am delighted that such distinguished
businessmen have accepted his invi-
tation to serve on the committee.

FUEL FRANCHISE LEVY

Expenditure

374. Mr COWAN, to the Minister
Transport:

for

As only $42.5 million, or about half,
of the State fuel levies are being
directed to road construction and
maintenance, can he advise in specific
terms where the other half of the rev-
enue from the levy will be spent?

Mr TROY replied:

I recall quite clearly, when I
introduced the legislation for the
transport trust fund, outlining the pur-
poses of the fund. I assure the member
for Merredin that what I said then
explained exactly the purposes that
the funds were intended to be used
for. I suggest he refer to the Budget
papers where it is clearly indicated
how the funds are to be utilised-

HOUSING
Rural: Solutions

375. Mr LIGHTFOOT, to the Minister for
Housing:

With the funding of the Industrial and
Commercial Employees Housing

Authority being discontinued by the
Burke Government-
(1) What steps are being taken to fill

the desperate country and
outback backlog for houses?

(2) What measures have been taken
by the Burke Government to offer
interim solutions to the
burgeoning housing shortage, par-
ticularly to contracting employees
within the same areas?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) and (2) Firstly, I am not sure that the

member really understands the pur-
pose of the Industrial and Commercial
Employees Housing Authority. His
asking the question seems to indicate
that he does not understand its pur-
pose, so I will enlighten him.

Mr Lightfoot: Perhaps you can enlighten
the House.

Mr WILSON: No, I will enlighten just the
member, because he asked the ques-
tion.
He should be aware that the authority
was established to assist employers in
country and remote parts of the State
to house their employees. However, it
was set up in the first instance on the
basis that it could operate pretty well
in a commercial way. That has not
been possible to achieve. In fact, the
previous Government recognised that
fact when, as one of its later actions, it
increased the rents of the authority's
houses by 50 per cent with one stroke
of the pen, and almost had a rebellion
in the Pilbara on its hands as a result.
It has not been possible to have the
authority operate in the manner first
visualised and to bring in funds from
the private sector as the main means
of funding. On the other hand, it has
not been possible to get communities
to accept that those benefiting from
this housing should pay commercial
rents for the housing. As a result it has
been decided that the authority should
be abolished.
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That does not mean that the needs of
employers in the remote pants of the
State in providing housing for their
employees have been forgotten. A
study group has been established with
the objective of looking at other ways
of assisting employers in remote areas
to provide housing for their em-
ployees.
The rest of the question did not ap-
pear to have much relevance to
ICEHA. I will conclude here because I
do not want to be accused of wasting
the time of the House.

TRANSPORT TRUST FUND
Expenditure

376. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Transport:

As the transport trust fund is not in-
cluded in the Budget papers, would he
answer the question relating to where
the other half of the moneys paid into
the fund will be spent?

Mr TROY replied:
I am quite willing to answer the ques-
tion, but I do not have the relevant
documents with me. I will obtain
those documents and answer the
member tomorrow night.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Work Practices: Study

377. Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister
assisting the Minister for Public Sector
Management:
(1) As the Peko dispute at Robe Rivet has

very much put on the agenda the ques-
tion of work practices, has the
Government made any study of work
practices that are impacting adversely
in the Government's own employment
areas?

(2) If yes, has any action been taken to
reduce the level of those unacceptable
work practices?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(Ij and (2) First of all, as a result of a

number of things including the Feder-
al Government's initiative in bringing
together peak Federal organisations,
the State Government has arranged
for a conference on work and manage-
ment practices and productivity to be
held tomorrow with the major em-
ployer groups as well as major union
representatives. Among the speakers

will be the director of labour relations
of the Confederation of Western
Australian Industry, the president of
the Trades and Labor Council, the di-
rector of the legal and technical div-
ision of the Australian Chamber of
Manufacturers, Professor Bill Ford of
the University of New South Wales,
and Laurie Carmichael, the national
research officer of the Australian
Metal Workers Union. That will be a
very good forum for discussion of
broad issues of productivity, employ-
ment, management, and work prac-
tices.

An Opposition member: Why not bring
Norm over?

Mr PETER DOWDING: That is one of
the silliest interjections I have ever
heard. Is the member saying that we
should not listen to people who are
major voices in industry because they
happen to belong to the union move-
ment? Of course we should listen to
such people. I know that the Oppo-
sition had a works and management
practices conference but did not even
bother to invite union representatives.

Mr MacKinnon: That's a lie.
Withdrawal ofRemark

The SPEAKER: Order! I was not able to
pick very clearly who made that inter-
jection, but it was extremely un-
parliamentary. It would be a good idea
for the member who made the inter-
jection to withdraw it.

Mr MacKINNON: I withdraw the remark.

Questions without Notice Resumed
Mr PETER DOWDING: In relation to the

Government's own activities, it has
been an ongoing pant of the Govern-
ment's management of the public sec-
tor for management and the em-
ployees to review the practices that are
in place. It has done so in
instrumentalities and in departments,
and has been going on ever since we
have been in office.
Members will be aware that the
Premier has allocated a particular re-
sponsibility of management of the
public sector to himself and me as
Minister assisting him and certainly,
in the course of our activities, it will
be for us to look at issues of manage-
ment, productivity, and employment
practices.
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